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EXTRACTS 



FTtOM THE 

MINUTES OP PEOCEEDINGS OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE UNIfEB 

STATES SANITARY COMMISSION. 



823 Broadway, New York, May 19, 1864. 

Resolved, 'Liiat Dr. Eli-erslie Wallace, Hon. J. I. Clark Hare, and the Rev. 
TREADWET.r Walden, of Philadelphia, and Dr. ValeJntine Mott, Dr. Edward Deu- 
FIELD, ar;' GouvERNEUR M. WiLKiNS, Esq., of Ncw York, be respectfully requested to act 
as a Cr .amission for ascertaining, by inquiry and investigation, the true physical condition 
of prio' iners, recently discharged by exchange, from confinement at Richmond and elsewhere, 
with' J the rebel lines ; whether they did, in fact, during such confinement, suffer materially for 
wsv.t of food, or from its defective quality, or from other privations or sources of disease; and 
•ff liether their privations and sufferings were designedly inflicted on them by military or other 
authority of the Rebel Government, or were due to causes which such authorities could not con- 
trol. And that the gentlemen above named be requested to visit such camps of paroled or dis- 
charged prisonera as may be accessible to them, and to take, in writing, the depositions of bo 
many of such prisoners as may enable them to arrive at accurate results ; and to adopt such 
other means of investigation as they may think proper. 

823 Broadway, New York, May 31, 1864. 

Voted, to request of the Committee of Investigation on the condition of exchanged Union 
prisoners, the examination not only of Union prisoners, but also of some of the Rebel prisouers 
recently captured, mth reference to the question whether they have, while in the Confederate 
service, suffered like privations to those experienced by the Federal captives. 

The above is a correct copy from the Minutes. 

J. FOSTER JENKINS, 
General Secretary of the United States Sanitary Commission 



September, 1864. 

The Commissioners appointed in the foregoing resolution, by the Standing Committee of 
the United States Sanitary Commission, respectfully stibmit the following Narrative and Report 
— drawn from the mass of evidence collected by them, and printed in the Appendix — as the 
result of their inquiry and investigation. 

V. MOTT, 

EDWD. DELAFIELD, 
GOUV. MOR. WILKINS, 
ELLERSLIE WALLACE, 
J. I. CLARK HARE, 
TREADWELL WALDEN. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF UNION SOLDIERS 



AFTER THEIH KETUKN FBOU 



IMPRISONMENT AT BELLE ISLE. 



Accurately copied €com the Original Photographs taken at United States General 
Hospital, Division No. 1, Annapolis, Maryland, and now in the possession of the United 
States Sanitary Commission. 
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THE ^ 

NARRATIVE AND REPORT OF THE COMMISSION.' 

— . — \ 



I. 

jeportg of Crncltlcs In the Beginning of the War 
—Mutual Recrimination of Nortli and South — La- 
ter and more Autliontic Reports — Hoart-rendlng 
Condition of Returned Prisoners — Tlie Congress- 
ional Inquiry — Tlie Sanitary Commission Appoints 
aCommission of Inquiry — Range of tlie Investi- 
festion — Visit of the Commmissloners to Annapo- 
lis and Baltimore — Appearance of the Retnrned 
PriSiiners — Living Skeletons — Testimony Taken 
—Tlie Claim of the Rebel Government and Peo- 
ple— The Humane Principles of Modern War- 
fere. 

Eves since the outbreak of the war, the 
conntry has been full of painful rumors con- 
cerning the treatment of prisoners of war by 
the rebel authorities. Every returned pris- 
oner has brought his tale of suffering, aston-" 
ishing Lis neighborhood with an account of 
cfuelty and barbarity on the part of the en- 
emy. Inaumerable narratives have also been 
puWishod and widely circulated. 

ITie public have been made very uneasy 
by these reports. One class have accepted 
mai as true ; another have felt them to be 
eK^gerated ; still another have pronounced 
them wholly false, — fictions purposely made 
and scattered abroad to inflame the people 
i^nst their enemies, and doing great injus- 
tice to the South. 

On the other hand, rumors have crossed 
border, of an outraged public sentiment 
in the South, precisely on the same account ; 
reports abounding there of cruelty and bar- 
barity to the rebel soldiers in our hands. It 
has been repeatedly announced that what- 
ever restrictions or privations have been svf- 
iered by Northern men in Southern prisons, 
were in retaliation for these. 

In the bemnning of such a prodigious con- 
test, as this has proved to be, breaking out in 
(be uudst of a people unaccustomed to war, 
aad quite removed from extensive military 
traditions and examples, it was natural that 
Bany irregularities should have occurred, and 
Muy usages of warfare been disregarded on 
■lotii sides ; and that in the matter of prison- 
ers especially, where either region was sud- 
deirfy inundated by many thousfiads, great 
ibwes ehould have taken place, until accom- 
oodations could be provided, and arrange- 
ments perfected. 

But these oarly days of ill-preparation have 



long passed away. The war has lasted more 
than three years. Both sections have become 
accustomed to it, and are familiarized with 
the ideas, habits, and laws of military life. 
The passionate fury of one side and the pa- 
triotic indignation of the other, have had 
time to settle down, at least so far as to ac- 
cept this condition, and make every civilized 
provision known in modem warfare, for the 
mitigation of its horrors and ichumanityi 

And yet the painful rumors, so rife at the 
outbreak of the war, instead of subsiding with 
its early tumult, have lately increased to an 
extent which has seriously alarmed and 
aroused the public. The tales of cruelty and 
suffering have become even more heart-rend- 
ing. Months ago we heard reports that our 
men were starving and freezing in the South- 
ern prisons. In the late t^mporaiy resump- 
tion of the cartel, boat-loads of half-naked 
living skeletons, foul with filth, and covered 
with vermin, -nere said to have been landed 
at Annapolis and Baltimore. Men, diseased 
and dying, or physically ruined for life, unfit 
for further military sd^vice, had been received 
in the stead of soldiers of the enemy returned 
in good condition, and who had been well 
fed, well clothed, and well sheltered by our 
Grovernment during their captivity. 

But many reasons were circulated to ac- 
count for such a difference. It was alleged 
that these emaciated men were the victims of 
camp dysentery, or similar distempers, and 
of food, which, however good in quality, and 
sufficient in quantity, was averse to the 
Northern constitution. Again it was alleged 
that the rebel army was, itself, suffering for 
want of food and clothing, and that the very 
guards to these prisoners had fared no better. 

There were many among us who were 
willing to credit any statement which would 
mitigate or excuse the infamy of permitting 
such li condition of things. For the sake of 
humanity and the American name, they 
hoped that the worst could not be proved. 

But there were others to whom the proof 
was sufficient, and who were conviDced that 
the whole was a horrible and prc-deteraained 
scheme, contrived for the purpose of deplete 
ing our armies, and discouraging our sol* 
i diers. 
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The attention of Congress was roused, and 
a committee was appointed to investigate 
this and other alleged barbarities. Their re- 
port has just been published. 

Before, however, the result of their inqui- 
riti8 was Icnown, the United States Sanitary 
Commission, as the organ of popular human- 
ity and philanthropy, determined to make 
fta independent investigation ; and such a one 
i ^ would, if possible, put the question at rest 
on all points upon which the public riind was 
divided or unsettled ; and furnish information 
00 full, and so direct fi om original sources, 
thafc every one could arrive at a just conclu- 
(sion. 

They accordingly appointed the under- 
signed as a Commission of Inquiry, partly be- 
cause they were known to be removed from 
any political affiliations and prejudices, and 
partly because three of their number were 
supposed to be professionally competent to 
road the unerring testimony of nature in the 
physical condition of the men. 

Two distinct departments of evidence 
ware thus opened. 

In entering upon their duties the Commis- 
sioners had no other wish than to ascertain 
the truth, and to report the facte as they 
were. For this they endeavored to collect 
all the evidence within their reach, and to 
hear and record all that could be said on 
every side of the subject. They were ac- 
companied by a United States Commission- 
er, and in every case the testimony was ta- 
ken on oath or atnrmation before him, or in 
his absence, before othgr oiEcers equally em- 
powered. 

The mass of evidence, printed as an Ap- 
pendix, was collected during a period of sev- 
eral months, and is now arranged aud classi- 
fied to facilitate the reader's reference. If it 
had been printed in the order in which it was 
taken, it wouW have been too irregular and 
apparently heterogeneous to have exhibited 
the total result of the investigation. But, as 
it now stands, it will be found united and 
homogeneous enough in the tragical story 
which it tells, without variation or self-con- 
tradiction, to the country and to the world. 

Much of the evidence, however, is made 
up of bare abstracts of the free and full con- 
versations that were held with persons ex- 
amined, and although all the essential facts 
are preserved, yet many gi-aphic and pathet- 
ic minor details are omitted which escaped, 
or could not enter, the formal record, but 
sometimes were noted down by those who 
were present. Besides this, the Commission- 
ers were witnesses themselves, and saw and 
heard enough to overwhelm them with as- 
tonishment, and remove the last doubt from 
t^eir minds« 

For this reason, and that the reader may 



share with them, so far as ca: be, the alioost 
dramatic development of the inquiry, tW 
send out these pf^es, not in the foiiaofa 
brief documentary report, simply vefernn? 
to the testimony, but as a descriptive aarr^ 
tive, in which all the ^alieut points of tleey. 
idencc, and the results of their own ohsorra. 
tion, are incorporated together. Such a na. 
rative need be only an intelligible groupin» 
of material — its facts will speak best for 
themselves. 

The Commissioners, at the very outset, 
were brought face to face with the returned 
captives. ' ' 

Thejr first visited the two extensive Ikb. 

Eitals in Annapolis, occupying the spaciooj 
uildings and grounds of the Naval Acade- 
my and St. John's College, where over tbree 
thousand of them had been brought in evay 
Conceivable form of suffering, du*ect fm 
the Libby Prison, Belle Isle, and two or 
three other Southern military stations* 

They also visited the West's Bmldiniq 
Hospital and the Jarvis General Hospital ni 
Baltimore, where several hundreds hadbeen 
brought, in an equally dreadful condition. 

The photographs of these diseased an3 
emaciated men, since so widely circulate 
painful as they are, do not, in many respect 
adequately represent the sufferers as ttey 
then appeared. 

The best picture cannot convey the rdi- i 
ty, nor create that startling and sickeniBf ' 
sensation which is felt at the sight of a ba- \ 
man skeleton, with the skin drawn tigM]! 
over its skull, and ribs, and limbs, weaHj 
turning and moving itseif, as if still a 11% 
man ! _ . * - 

And this was the reality. 
The same spectacle was often repeitda* 
the visitors went from bed to bed, from waii . 
to ward, and from tent to tent. The bwj 
faces stared out above the counterpane^ 
watching the passer-by dreamily and a& 
ferently. Hero and there lay one, half # 
upon his face, with his bed clothing onl;^ 
tially dragged over him, deep in sleep pr# ^ 
por. It was strange to find a Herciila iii 
bones ; to see the immense hands and feet oft 
young giant pendent from limbs thinner tbi 
a child's, and that could be spanned with tlie 
thumb and finger! Equally strange m1 
horrible was it to come upon a man, I'n OM 
part shrivelled to nothing but skin and \m 
and in another swollen and misshapen ijnft 
dropsy or scurvy ; or further on, wben tie 

* The Commissioners would acknowledge' * 
courtesy and hospitality of the nccomplishM W 
efficient Surgeon in charge of the Hospitftlft* 
Naval Academy. Dr. VanderKieft, by whonW 
facility for conaucting the inquiry wiu hepf 
given. 



pngeon lifted the covering from a poor half- 
jnconscious creature, to/ see the stomach 
fellen in, deep as a basin, and the bone pro- 
piotruding through a blood-red hole on the 

top- 

Of course these were the worst cases 
jn^ng those that still survived. Hundreds 
like toem, and worse even than they, had 
been already laid in their graves. 

Tke remainder were in every gradation of 
phyacal condition. Some were able to sit 
up, and to move feebly around their bed ; 
others were well enough to be out of doors; 
many were met walking about the beautiful 
gronnds of the Naval Academy — by a curi- 
ous and probably accidental compensation, 
on the part of the Government, swung to 
this Paradise on the Severn from the sandy 
little island in James river and its bleak and 
Ktter winds- 

But however unlike and various the cases 
were, there was one singular element shared 
by all, and which seemed to refer them to one 
thing as the common cause and origin of 
their suffering. It was the peculiar look in 
eTcry face. The man in Baltimore looked 
like the man just left in Annapolis. Per- 
haps it was partly the shaven head, the sunk- 
en eyes, the drawn month, the pinched and 
j«Jlid features — ^partly, doubtless, the gray- 
ish, blighted skin, rough to the touch as the 
jkln of a shark.^ But there was something 
else: an expression in the eyes and counte- 
nance of desolateness, a look of settled me)- 
tftcholy, as if they had passed through a pe- 
re)d of physical and mental agony which had 
driven the smile from their faces forever. 
All bad it : the man that was met on the 
grounds, and the man that could not yet 
tm his head from the pillow. 

It was this which arrested the attention of 
nae gf the party quite as much as the re 
tsarkablc phenomenon of so many emaciated 
iad angularly diseased men being gathered 
together, all, with few exceptions, having 
b^n brought from the same prisons in the 
South. " 

Every one who was questioned pontribut- 
fi lus part to swell the following account of 
jairataon, exposure and suffering. 



Hie veil is now to be lifted from two of the 
t^Jsst and most noted Southern stations for 
^ners. There appear, indeed, occasional 
ppses of places of captivity in Danville, 
yiiiginia, and Andersonville, Georgia, but 
the chief interest centres upon Libby Prison 
aniBelle Isle, at Richmond. 

'Before, however, th^ narrative proceeds, 
tffoAings must be borne in mind : 
' Ifcjt, that we are now penetrating into the 
waJigements of a people who claim, and 



have so far maintaiiied, their entire indepen- 
dence of the United States Government; 
who have organized a government of thdr 
own ; who have also organized immense acd 
powerful armies ; who had, in the beginning, 
so far prepared themselves, and, dunng the 
last three years, have so far completed their 

E reparations, as to be able to match, and aJl 
ut overpower one of the strongest military 
establishments ever known. 

Let them, for the moment, be taken fbr 
what they claim to be : " The Confederate 
States of America, " a mighty government, 
and a " superior race, " first in civilization, 
in culture, and in courage, distinguished for 
all that is magnanimous, chivalric, humane, 
hospitable, and noble, for all the graces and 
refinements, and highest developments of 
individual and social life. 

Furthermore, another thing must be bom© 
in mind : that, in these days of civilized war- 
fare, the cowardly and barbarous usage no 
longer prevails of maltreating prisoners of 
war, but the moment a conflict is over, every 
sentiment of Christianity and humanity rises 
to mitigate the bloody horrors of the field. 
The distinction of friend and enemy is no 
longei* known. 

The surgeon, with the high sense of pro- 
fessional duty in which he has been educat- 
ed, goes equally to all. The prisoners taken 
are not thrown into dungeons, nor shut up in 
jails, but put into barracks. TTiey are made 
as comfortable as the arrangements necessa- 
ry for their safe keeping will permit. They 
are sheltered, warmed, fed and cloihed, in 
all necessary respects as well Cis the soldiers 
that vanquished and captured them. They 
become, for the time being, part of the mili- 
tary family of their enemy, and are made 
subject to the same sanitary and other regu- 
lations. 

Their barracks are never overcrowded ; suf- 
ficient area is allowed for exercise and fresh 
air ; so much bathing is permitted, an^ even 
insisted upon, for the sake of cleanlineae ; 
their food is in every respect the same as 
that consumed by the army within whose 
lines they are ; their clothing is all that they 
need. Such a thing as robbery of their pri- 
vate property is unknown, or never tolerat- 
ed if known. 

When sickness overt.'.kes the prisoner he 
is removed to the hospital : taken from hi« 
bunk and placed upon a bed, and then, what- 
ever distinction existed before vanishes en- 
tirely : every kindness and attention, ever^ 
remedy and delicacv that a suflferer needs, is 
fireely and generously given. 

Such is the high principle, and noble 
usage, which prevails in modem warfare. 
The perfection of its arrangements is a mat- 
ter of pride and honor among soldiers, and 



the proper boast of every Christian govern- 
ment. 

We now turn to the people and govern- 
ment at present waging; war with our Gov- 
ernment, and who, through a dead-lock in 
the cartel, hold tens of thousands of United 
States soldiers as prisoners of war. 



Almost invariable Robbery of Prisoners — De- 
scription of Libby Prison — Overcrowded Rooms 
~Barely room to lie down — Ragged and ver- 
minous Blankets — Sliooting at prisoners without 
warning — Instances of S!iootin<j in Libby — 
Same in Danville and Atlautv — Insufficient and 
disgnstin w Rations — Slow Starvation — Withliold- 
ing and tnioving of Boxes sent from the North 
— -iiufieringa of the Officers — The Cells — Inhu- 
manity to the Dead — The Mining of Libby. 

The first fact developed by the testimony 
of both officers and privates, is that prisoners 
wei'o almost invariably robbed of everything 
valuable in their possession, sometimes on 
the field, at the instant of capture, sometimes 
by the prison authorities in a " quasi official 
way," with the promise of return when ex- 
changed or paroled : but which promise was 
never fulfilled.* This robbery amounted of- 
ten to a stripping of the person of even neces- 
sary clothing. Blankets and overcoats were 
almost always taken, and sometimes other 
articles ; in which case damaged or ragged 
ones were returned in their stead. 

This preliminary over, the captives were 
taken to prison. 

The I^ibby, which is best known, though 
also used as a place of confinement for pri- 
vate soldiers, is generally understood to be 
the officers' prison. 

It is a row of brick buildings, three stories 
high, situated on the canal, and overlooking 
the James river, and was formerly a tobacco 
warehouse. The partitions between the 
buildings have been piei-ced with doorways 
on each storj'. 

The rooms are one hundred feet long by 
forty feet broad. In six of these rooms, 
twelve hundred United States officers, of all 
gi'ades, from the Brigadier-General to the 
ttecond-Lieutenant, were confined for many 
months ; and this Avas all the space that was 
allowed thera in which to cook, eat, wash, 
sleep, and take exercise I It seems incredi- 
ble. • Ten feet by two were all that could be 
claimed by each man — hardly enough to 
measure his length upon ; and even this was 
further abridged by the room necessarily ta- 
ken for cooking, washing and clothes-drying. 

* No instance of the promise beinf( kept ap- 
pears in the evidence; but there have been occa- 
810^13 reported, though very rare, whera nionev 
was returned, hut e\-enthen in depreciated Confetf- 
erate currencv. 



At one i:me they were not allowed Ihojj^ 
of benches, ehaira or stools, nor even tt fold 
their blanket and sit upon them, but tliosj 
who would rest were obliged to huddle; on 
their haunches, as one of them expres,ses it 
" like so many slaves on the middle passaiii» 
After awhile this severe restriction wasV 
moved, and they were allowed to nuie 
chairs and stools for themselves, out of tie 
barrels and boxes which they had received 
from the North. 

They were overrun with vermin in spifc 
of every precaution and constant ablutioaj, 
Their blankets, which averaged one td a 
man, and sometimes less, had not been issued 
by the rebels, but had been procured in dif- 
ferent ways ; sometimes by purchase, some- 
times through the Sanitary Commission. 
The prisoners had to help themselves firom 
the refuse accunmlation of these articlej, 
which, having seen similar service before, 
were often ragged and full of vermin. 

Ill these they wrapped themselves at night, 
and lay down on the hard plank floor in 
close and stifling contact, " wormed and 
dovetailed together," as one of them testifies, 
" like fish in a basket." The lloora were 
recklessly washed late in the afternoon, and 
were therefore damp and dangerous to sleep 
upon. Almost every one had a cougli b 
consequence. 

There were seventy-five windows in these 
rooms, all more or less broken, and in winter 
the cold was intense. Two stoves in a wm, 
with two or three armfuls of wood to each, 
did not prove sufficient, under this exposaro, 
to keep them warm. •• 
The regulations varied at different periods 
in stringency and severity, and it is difficult 
to describe the precise condition of things at 
any one time, but the above comes from two 
oflicers, Lieutenant-Colonel Farnsworth and 
Captain Calhoun. As it happens, thtfm 
representatives of the twoom)osite classes of 
oflicers confined in the Libby. The former 
coming from Connecticut, and influentialy 
connected at the North, was one of ate 
to which a great jjrofusion of supplies, and 
even luxuries, were sent. The latter cohiisg 
from Kentucky, and being differently situat- 
ed, was entirely dependent upon the prison 
fare. _ ' 

These officers were there during the eafflo 
season, but never became acquainted. The 
accounts of each, which^lj be found in ft? 
evidence side by side,^e here coaibimd 
and run togotlier. 

From their statements it appears thatthc 
hideous discomfort was never lessened byaof 
variation in the rules, but often iircrcl««d. 
The prison Cf&v not seem to be uikIc): saj 
general and xPAfovm army regulations, tot 
the captives were subject to the caprices of 



TO PRISONER.« or WAR. 



iSfajor Turner, the officer in charge, and 
JSlchai'd Turner, inspector of the prison. 

It was among the rulea that no one should 
go within three feet of the windows, a rule 
which seem3_ to be general in all Southern 
pffeons of this character and which their fre- 
^q^aently crowded state rendered peculiarly 
severe and difficult to obsei've. The manner 
ill, which the regulation was enforced was 
cnjustifiably and wantonly cruel. Often by 
accident, or unconsciously, an officer would 
go near a window, and be instantly shot at 
Without warning. The reports of the sen- 
try's musket were heard almost every day, 
and frequently a prisoner fell either killed or 
wounded. 

It was even worse with a lar^e prison near 
by, called the Pemberton Buildings, which 
^as crowded with enlisted men. The iSring 
jpto its windows was a still more common 
occurrence. The officers had heard as many 
as fourteen shots fired on a single day. 
they could see the guards watching for an 
opportunity to fire, and often, after one of 
thiam had discharged his musket, the ser- 
geant of the guard would appear at the 
floor, bringing out a dead or wounded sol- 
dier. 

: So careless as this were the authorities as 
. to the effect of placing their prisoners in the 
power of the rude and brutal soldiery on 
guard. It became a matter of sport among 
the latter " to shoot a Yankee." They were ' 
seen in attitudes of expectation, with guns 
cocked, watching the windows^ for a shot, 
fiat sometimes they did not even wait for an 
infraction of the rule. Lieutenant Ham- 
mond was shot at while in a small boarded 
enclosure, where there was no window, only 
ah aperture between the boards. The guard 
caugnt sight of his hat through this opening, 
and aiming lower, so as to reach his heart, 
fired. A nail turned the bullet upward, and 
iipaBsed through h'l ear and hat-brim. The 
dmcors reported the outrage to Major Tur- 
aer, who merely replied, "The boys are in 
want of practice." The sentry said, "He 
had made a bet that ho would kill a damned 
Xankee before he came off guard." No no- 
tice was taken of the occurrence by the au- 
ithorities. 

^ The brutal fellow, encouraged by this im- 
Iqaity, tried to murder another officer in the 
same way. Lieutenant Hugging was atand- 
i Dig eight feet from the window, in the second 
story. The top of his hat was visible to the 
guard, who. left his beat, went out into the 
jyfeet, took deliberate aim, and fired. Prov- 
^dpntially he was seen, a warning cry was 
ottered, Hu^gins stooped, and the bullet 
llined itself m the beams above. 
• jT^ much the sauio thing is mentioned 
63 happening in the prison buildings at Dan- 



viHe. A man was standing by the window 
conversing with private Wilcox. At his feet 
was the place where he slept at night, close 
under the window, and where his blanket 
lay rolled up. He had his hand on the 
casement. The guard must have seen his 
shadow, for he was invisible from the regular 
beat, and went out twenty feet to get a shot 
at him. Before the poor fellow could be 
warned, the bullet entered his forehead, and 
he fell dead at the feet of his companion. 

Almost every prisoner had such an inci- 
dent to tell. Some had been shot at them- 
selves a number of times, and had seen 
others repeatedly fired upon. One testifies 
that he had seen five hundred men shot at. 

The same brutal style of " sporting " while 
on guard, seems to have prevailed wherever 
the license was given by this cruel and un- 
necessarj' rule. Captain Calhoun, mentions 
^;hat while he and his companions were on 
their way to Richmond from North-eastern 
Georgia, where they were captured, they 
stopped at Atlanta, and just before they start- 
ed, a sick soldier who was near the line, be- 
yond which the prisoners were not allowed 
to go, put his hand over to pluck a bunch of 
leaves that were not a foot from che bounda- 
ry. The instant he did so, the guard caught 
sight of him, fired, and killed him. 

Another instance of equal skill in " shoot- 
ing on the wing," will be noticed in the case 
of the soldier who only exposed his arci an 
instant in throwing out some wat«r, and was 
wounded, fortunately not killed, by the reb- 
el bullet. Something of the same kind 
was related in the course of conversation, 
but is not in the evidence, as happening at 
the Libby, when an officer was shot while 
waving his hand in farewell to a departing 
comrade. 

But there were cruelties worse than these, 
because less the result of impulse and reck- 
lessness, and because delioerately done. 
There opens noyr a part of the narrative 
which is as amazing as it is unaccountable. 

The reader will turn to the heart-rending 
scenes of famine which the testimony before 
the Commission has exposed. 

The daily ration in the officers' quarter, 
of Libby prison, was a small loaf of bread 
about the size of a man's fist, made of Indian 
meal. Sometimes it v/as made from wheat 
flour, but of variable quality. It weighed a 
little over half a pound. With it was given 
a piece of beef weighing two ounces. 

But it Is not easy to describe this ration, 
it was so irregular in kind, quality and 
amount. Its general character is vividly in- 
dicated by a remark made in conversation, 
by one of the officers: " I would gladly," said 
he, with emphatic sincerity, ^'■gladly have pre- 
ferred the horse-feed in my father's stable." 
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During the summer and the early part of 
the fall, the ration seems to have been less 
msufficient, and less repulsive than it after- 
wards became. At no period was it enough 
to support life, at least in health, for a length 
of time, but however inadequate, it was not 
60 to such a remarkable degree as to pro- 
duce the evils which afterward ensued. 

It was about the middle of last autumn 
that this process of slow starvation became 
intolerable, injurious, and cmel to the extent, 
referred to. The corn bread began to be of 
tha roughest and coarsest description. Por- 
tions of the cob and husk were often found 
ground in with the meal. The crust was so 
thick and hard that the prisoners called it 
iron-clad. To render the bread eatable, 
tliey grated it, and made mush of it, but the 
crust they could not grate. 

Now and then, after long intervals, often 
of many weeks, a little meat was given 
them, perhaps two or three mouthfuls. At 
a later 'riod, they received a pint of black 
peas, wii.li, some -snne^ar, every week. The 
peas were often full ot worms, or maggots in 
a chrysalis state, which, when they made 
Eoup, floated on the surface. 

Those who were entirely dependent on 
the prison fare, and who had no friends at 
the Worth to send them boxes of food, began 
to suffer the horrible agony of craving food, 
and fcelin" themselves day by day losing 
strength. Dreams and delusions began to 
distract their minds-* 

Although many were relieved through the 

• Tlio very same phenoraonon occurred during 
the celebrated Daricn Exploring Expedition, 
under Lieutenant Strain, some years ago. Tho 
whole party soffercd otarvation ; a number of 
tbera died, and tho remainder wero rescued when 
they had become emaciated and debilitated nearly 
to tno point of death. 

" From the tima that food became scarce to the 
close, and just in proportioa as famine increased, 
they revelled iu gorgeous dinners. Truxton and 
Mauray would pass hours in spreading tables 
loaded with every luxury. Over this imaginary 
fbast they woula gloat with tlie pleasure of a 
eourmand." — Dartcn Explor. Exped.^ Ilarpera' 
MOTithly, vol. X., p. 613. 

Tho party separated. Strain and Avery being 
tho least cxtiansted and going on before the others 
to obtain snccur if possible. 

" At length starvation produced the aame sin- 
ffular effect on them that it did on Truxton and 
Mauray. and they would spend hours in describ- 
ing aU tha good dinners they had ever eaten. For 
the lost two or three days, when most reduced, 
Strain eaid that ho oocupjod almost tho whoJc 
tiaao in arranging a magnificent dinner. Every 
luxury or cnriona dish that ho had ever scon or 
heard' of composed it, and he wore away tho 
hours in goinj; round his imaginary table, arrang- 
ing and changing the several dishes. Ke could 
tiot force his mind from tho contemplation of this, 
BO wlioliy had one idea — food — taken possession 
of it."— Darkn Exphr. Eaped., Harp. Monthly, 
vol. p. 760. 



generosity of their more favored fellow pnV 
oners, yet the supply from this source wa^ 
of course, inadequate. Captain Callioaii 
speaks of suffering " a burning sengatioa 
on th« inside, with a general failina ij 
strength." " I gi'cw so fbolisli in my mmi 
that I used to blame myself for not eating 
more when at home." " The subject of fooa 
engrossed my entire thoughts." " Captain 
Stevens having received a box from home, 
sat down and ate to excess, and died a few 
hours afterwards." " A man had a piece of 
bam which I looked at for hours, and wodd 
have stolen if I had had a chance." 

One day, by pulling up a plank in the 
floor, they gained access to the cel!ar,:aiid 
found there an abundance of provisions: 
barrels of tho finest wheat flour, potatotj 
and turnips. Of these they ate ravenoialy 
until the theft was discovered. 

But the most unaccountable and sliamefal 
act ot all was yet to come. Shortly after 
general diminution of rations, in the month 
of January last, the boses, which before had 
been regularly delivered, and in good order, 
were withheld. No reason was given. 
Three hundred arrived every week, and 
were received by Colonel Ould, Commis- 
sioner of Excl?aflge, but instead of being dis^ 
tribated, wero retained, and piled u^ in 
warehouses near by, and in full sight ot the 
tantalized and hungry captives. Thrc^ 
thousand were there v/hen Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Farnsworth came away. 

There was some show of delivery, hw- 
ever, but in a manner especially heartl^ 
Five or six of the boxes were given during 
the week. The eager prisoner, expectant 
perhaps of a wife's or mother's thought^ 
provision for him, was called to tho ddoi 
and ordered to spread his blanket, whca tha 
open cans, whether containing preiened 
fruits, condensed milk, tobacco, vegetablei^ 
or meats, wero thrown promiscuously to- 
gether, and often ruined by tbe mingliiw 

These boxes sometimes contained clou- 
ing, as well Z3 food, and their contents were 
frequently appropriated by the prison oS- 
cials. Lieutenant McGinnis recognized bis 
own home-suit of citizen's clothes onoiiaof 
them, pointing out his name on the watch^ 
pocket. 

The oflicera were permitted to send oaj 
and buy articles at extravagant prices, and 
would find tho clothes, sUitibnery, hams and 
butter which thoy had purchased bearing 
the marks of tho^Sanitary Commission^ ^ 

In one instance this constant thievcn 
became an unexpected advantage to--tl« 
inmates. After the fivmous "tunneUiii 
oat," by which so many effected tm 
escape, tho "uards confessed that thcyM 
Been tho ftjgitivcs, but supposed thab tii?j 
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were their own men stealing tbe boxes ! Tlie 
tuoiiel, after runninj; under the street, had Jts 
outlet near where tne^ boxes were piled up. 
; : All through the winter and late into the 
goring was this suffering, chiefly from hun- 
ger, prolonged. There is evidence of its 
continuation even so late as the month of 
jjay last. 

Surgeon Ferguson, who was confined there 
at that time, gives a most painful picture of 
what he saw. . . , 

. '^ No one can appreciate, without experi- 
ence, the condition of the officers in the pris- 
on during the twelve days of my stay ; their 
faqcs were pinched with hunger. 1 have 
seen an officer standing by the window, 
gnawing a bone like a dog. I asked him, 
• What do you do it for ? ' His reply was, 
» It will help fill up.' 

"They were constantly complaining of 
tanner ; there was a sad, and insatiable ex- 
flre^ion of face impossible to descrilw." 

There is no suffering that can be men- 
^oned greater than that of the slow and 
lingering pains of famine, except it be per- 
haps the agonies of a,bsoluto death from hun- 
gaf^but of this no Libby evidence was 
collected. The description of Libby life 
might therefore end at this point so far as 
having reached the climax of all possible 
tmsery on the one hand, and of all possible 
barbarity on the other. But the testimony 
develops still other instances of cruelty, 
V?hich may as well be introduced here, m 
order to show the animus of the Confederate 
eDthorities. 

r jit is stated that for offences, whether triv- 
ia or serious, the prisoners wore consigned 
to.cells, beneath the prison, the walla of 
which were damp, green, and slimy. These 
apaK aents were never warmed, and often 
BO crowded that some were obliged to stand 
Dfi all night. It was in these dungeons that 
the uostagen were placed. 
' But the inhumanity was not confined to 
the living. It extended even to the disposal 
of the dead. The bodies were placed in the 
(i6lIar, to^ which the animals of the street had 
access, and vary often wore partly devoured 
bjf hogs, dog3, and ratss. The officers had the 
ttiriosity to mark the coffins in which they 
wbro carried off, to find out whether they 
*fire buried in them. But they proved to 
k only vehicles for bearing them away, 
rotnming a score of times for othei*s. 
" iThis must have been the caoo with pii- 
vatesonly, who occupied part of the prison, 
fisit is mentioned tliat the officers generally 
.Siiturcd by contributions, made up among 
themselves, metallic coffins and a decent, 
temporary deposit in a vault for those of 
their number who died, until they could be 
KBioved to the North. 



One other incident may be noticed which 
is quite in keeping with all the restj but 
without the foregoing, catalogue of outrages 
to humanity, would appear too shocking to 
be credible. 

At the time Kilpatrick made bis nearly 
successful raid on JEUchmond, the city was 
thrown into a panic hy his approach, and 
the prison officials deliberately prepared — 
so the story runs — < a more expeditious way 
of closing the career of their prisoners, it 
w:uj somewhat more merciful than starva- 
tion, because it substituted instantaneous 
death for an endless agony of dying. The 
uegi'oes gave the first intimation to the cap- 
tives of what was going on. * Richard Tur- 
ner took care to dash the hopes of his cap- 
tives, as well as add to their anxiety by in- 
forming them that " Should Kilpatrick suc- 
ceed in entering Richmond, it would not 
help them, as the prison authorities would 
blow up the prison, and all its inmates." 
Lieuten«>nt Latouche was overheard observ- 
ing to a rebel officer with whom he had en- 
tered the cellar, where the two hundred 
pounds of powder were said to be placed, 
"There is enough there to send every 
damned Yankee to Hell." Turner himself 
said, in the presence of Colonel Farnsworth, 
in answer to the question " Was the prison 
mined ? " " Yes, and I would have blown 
you all to Hades before I would have suf- 
fered you to be rescued." The remark of 
Bishop Johns is corroborative as well as curi- 
ous, in reply to the question, " Whether it 
was a Christian mode of warfare to blow up 
defenceless prisonei-s?" " I suppose the au- 
thorities are satisfied on that point, though I 
do not mean to justify it." 

The idea is so monstrously shocking that 
the mind hesitatxss to grasp it, or believe it 
Many will try to see in it only a menace to 
deter any further attempt to take Richmond 
by a raid. And yet the evidence, even if it 
does come by rebel admissions, has an air of 
diabolical sincerity. A remark of Turner's 
justifying the act, which was mentioned to 
one of the commissioners, but accidentally 
omitted in the formal testimony, gives quite 
a decided turn to the very na^-aral probabil- 
ity that the fiendish plan was resolved upon : 
" Suppose KilpatricK should have got in 
here, what would my life have been woi*th 
after yon all got loose. Yes, I would have 
blown you all to Hades before I would have 
suffered you to bo rescued." This was his 
argument and self-justification in brief, 
though somewhat more at length at the 
time. 

The act was altogether consistent with the 
characters of the three men who had author- 

* « Dug big hole down dar, massa. Torpedo id 
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ity over the prison : — General Winder, the 
Commander of the Department, Major Tur- 
ner, Commander of the Prison, whose bru- 
tality is fully illustrated by his management 
of it, and Richard Tutner, Inspector of the 
Prison, by occupation a n^ro-whipper, (see 
the testimony of Colonel Famsworth,) and 
whose savage nature vented itself in fre- 
quent acts of personal insult and physical 
violence toward the prisoners. 

Be the story true or false, it is, at any rate, 
consummately befitting and consistent, inas- 
much as the strongesi. reasons for its proba- 
bility may be derived from the other facts 
that have now been narrated. If true, it is 
B rongly corroborative of the vindictive pur- 
pose which animates the Confederate au- 
thorities. History may yet write it so, and 
therefore the Commissioners do not pasa it 
over in silence because of any doubt that 
m^ cling to it. 

Let the spectacle, that, probably, came so 
near taking place, be, at least, the appropri- 
ate crown and close of this portion of the 
narrative ; the Union raiders, Bounding over 
the fortifications of Richmond, intent npon 
rescuing their companions from a captivity 
worse than death, — and the three great 
brick buildings lifted bodily into the air, 
and let down in one stupendous crush and 
ruin upon tho living forms of twelve hun- 
dred helpless men ! 



UL 

Description of Belle Isle — No shelter provided 
from the heat in Sammer, or from the coM in 
Winter — Sufferings during the late severe win- 
ter — Expedients to avoid Freezing to Death — 
Men Frozen to Death — The loathsome and inad- 
equate Food — Men perishing, fiorn Hunger — 
Unavoidable Filth of the Camp and of the Men 
on account of the Rules — Neglect of the Sick — 
Cruelty to the Sick — Incidents of cruelty in 
HospitMa. 

But there is a still lower depth of suffering 
to be exposed. The rank of the officers, 
however disregarded in most respects, induc- 
ed some consideration, but for the private 
soldiers there se amed to be no regard what- 
ever, and no sentiment which could restrain. 

It is to this most melancholy phrt of their 
task that the Commissioners now proceed. 

Belle Isle is a small island in the James 
river, opposite the Tredegar Iron-works, and 
in full sight from the Libby windows. It has 
pretensions enough to beauty at a distant 
view to justify its name, as part of it is a 
bluff covered with treeis. But the portion on 
which the prisoners are confined, is low, 
sandy, and barren, without a tree to cast a 
shadow, and poured upon by the burning 
i^ys of a Southern sun. 

Hare is an enclosure, variously estimated 



to be from three to six j^eres in extent jtni, 
rounded by an earthwork about thite feel 
high, with a ditch on either side. On the 
edge of the outer ditch, all round the enclos- 
ure, guards are stationed about forty fggj 
apart, and keep watch there day and night 
The interior has something of the look of an 
encampment, a number of Sibley tents being 
set in rows, with " streets " between. Tlie^ 
tents, rotten, torn, full of holes, — poor sbel- 
ter at any rate, — accommodated only a small 
proportion of the number who wore confined 
within these low earth walls. 

The number varied at different periods, 
but from ten to twelve thousand men havg 
been imprisoned in this small space at on; 
time, turaed into the enclosure lise so many 
cattle, to find what resting place they eouli 
So crowded were they, that at the least, ac- 
cording to the estimated area given them, 
there could not have been but a space two 
feet by seven, and, at the most, three feet 
nine, per man — hardly a generous allotnient 
oven tor a " hospitable grave." 

Some were so fortunate as to find shelter! 
in the tents, but even they were often wet 
with the rain, and almost frozen when the 
winter set in. Every day some places were 
made vacant by disease or by death, as some 
were taken to the hospital, and some to 
burial. 

But thousands had no tents, and no shelter 
of any kind. Nothing was provided for their 
accommodation. Lumber was plenty in a 
country of forests, but not a cabin or shed 
was built, although the commonest materia 
woiUd have been a grateful boon to the cap- 
tives, and would have been quickly and, in- 
geniously employed by them. 

This is an established station for prisonere 
of war, and yet not a movement has been 
made, from its beginning to this moment, to 
erect barracks, or make any suitable and hu- 
mane provisions for the comfort of those con- 
fined there. It remains to this day an open 
encampment, close under the walls of Rich- 
mond, and well known to the Confederate 
authorities, with nothing but the heavens fcr 
its canopy. 

Here then these thousands lay all last sum!, 
mer, fall, and winter, with nought but tho 
sand for their bed, and the sky for their cot' 
ering. What did they do in the summerand 
early autumn, with the sickening heat of a 
tomd sun pouring upon their unprotected 
heads? What did they do when the win 
descended and the floods came? "What did 
they suffer wlien the malarious fog enveloped 
them, or when the sharp winds swept up tk 
river, and pierced their almost naked and 
shivering forms. 

Stripped of blankets and overcoats, hat- 
less often, shoeless often, in ragged coats and 



TO PRISONERS OP WAR. 



11 



rottin" shirts, they were obHged to take the 
weather as it came. Here and there a tent 
bad a fire, and the inmates gathered round 
it, but the thousands outside shivered as the 
cold cut them to the bone, and huddled 
together for warmth and sympathy. 

winter came — and one of the hardest 
winters ever experienced in the South — but 
gtill no better shelter was provided. The 
mercury was down to zero at Memphis, 
which is further south than Richmond, The 
gnow lay deep on the ground around Rich- 
mond. The ice formed in the James, and 
flovfed in masses upon the rapids, on either 
side of the island. Water, left in buckets 
on the island, froze two or three inches deep 
in a single night. 

The men resorted to every expedient to 
keep from perishing. They lay in the ditch, 
as the most protected place, heaped upon one 
another, and lying close together, as oce of 
them expressed it, "like hogs in winter," 
taking turns as to who should have the out- 
tide of the row. In the morning the row of 
the previous night was marked by the mo- 
tionless forms of those " who were sleeping 
on in their last sleep ^'—frozen to death I , 

Every day, during the winter season, 
numbers were conveyed away stiff and stark, 
having fallen asleep in everlasting cold. 
Some cf the men dug holes in the sand in 
which to take re,*uge. All through the night 
aowds of them were heard running up and 
down to keep themselves from freezing. 
And this fate threatened them, even more 
than it would have threatened most men, 
exposed to an ec[ually severe temperature, 
even with such thm clothing and inadequate 
Blielter— they were starving I 

The very sustenance of animal heat was 
withheld, and one of the most urgent oc - 
aons of hunger, a freezing temperat 
which makes the bodily necessity strongtr. 
and the appetite for food greater, was given 
full opportunity to make havoc among them. 
So the last stay and power of resistance was 
taken away — the cold froze them because 
they were hungry, — the hunger consumed 
them because they were cold. These two 
Tultures fed upon their vitals, and no one in 
the Southern tlonfederacy had the mercy or 
fte pity to drive them away. Only once 
was there heard a voice of indignant remon- 
strance in the rebel Congress from a noble- 
hearted statesman, bat it was heard with 
indifference, and brought about no allevia- 
tion. 

Read the rude words of these suffering 
oon. Put together their testimony, and 
whet a harrowing tale it tells ! i 

They were fed as the swine are fed. A 
chunk of corn-bread, twelve or fourteen oun- 
ces in weight, half-baked, full of cracks as if 



baked in the sun, musty in taste, Cimtaining 
whole grains of corn, fraraents of cob, and 
pieces of husks; meat often tainted, suapt- 
eiously like mule-meat, and a mere mouthful 
at that; two or three spoonfuls of rotten 
beans ; soup thin and bnny, often with the 
worms- floating on the surface. None of 
these were given together, and the whole rap 
tion was never one-half the quantity neces- 
sary for the support of a healthy man. 

The reader will not be surprised to hear 
that the men were ravenous when the ra- f 
Hons were brought in, nor remain unmoved 
by the simple and touching expressions 
which fell from so many of them : — 

" There was no name for our hunger." 

" I was hungry — pretty nearly starved to 
death all the time." 

" I waked up one night, and found myself 
gnawing my coat sleeve." 

" I used to dream of having something ' 
good to eat." 

" I walked the e' eets for man/ a night — I 
could not sleep for hunger." 

'* I lost flesh and strength, and so did the 
others, for want of food." 

" If I were to sit here a week, I could not 
tell you half our suffering." 

There were other indications of the des- 
perate famine to which they were subjected. 
They gnawed the very bones which had been 
thrown away, sometimes breaking them up 
for soup. They were glad to get the refuse 
breaui which was occasionally thrown to them 
by the guards. They even ate the rats 
which burrowed in the encampment A dog, 
belonging to an officer, straying into the en- 
closure was caught and secreted, and before 
he could reclaim his property, it was torn 
apart by the man who stole it, some of it 
eaten by himself, and the remainder sold to 
his comrades. 

So reduced were they, that they exchanged 
their clothing for food, and left themselves 
exposed the more to the cold. Under the 
temptation to secure double rations, many 
worked at their trades of blacksmithing and 
shoemaking &r the rebel army. 

But as the weary months drew on, hunger 
told its inevitable tale on them all. Tney 
grew weak and emaciated. Many found 
that they could not walk; when they at- 
tenipted it a dizziness and blindness came, 
and they fell to the ground. Diarrhoea, scur- 
vy, congestion of the lungs, and low fevers 
set in. 

To add to their suffering there came the 
unavoidable consequences of being herded 
and crowded together, but in this case espec- 
ially ag£Tavated by a most unnecessary re- 
striction. A broad beach surrounded the'- 
island, and yet only about seventy-five men 
were permitted to bathe per day in the river, 
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in squads of five or six at a time. At ibis 
rate it was literally and almost accurately 
what so many of the men state : that they 
were allowed to wash themselves only once 
in BIX months. 

"Lice were in all their quarters." Ver- 
min and dirl. encrusted their bodies. They 
were sore with lying in the sand. None, not 
even the sufferers with diarrhoea, were al- 
lowed to visit the, sinks during the night, and 
in the morning the ground was covered and 
saturated with filth. The wells were taint- 
e<l ; the giir was filled with disgusting odors.* 

Ma.ny were taken sick daily, but were al- 
lowed to suffer for days before they were re- 
moved to the hospitals, and when this was 
done, it was often so late that the half of 
them died before reaching it, or died at the 
very moment their names were being re- 
corded. 

There was a hospital tent on the island, 
which was always full of the sick. It had 
no floor, the sick and . dying were laid on 
straw, and lofs were their only pillows. " If 
you or I saw a horse dying," said one, 
" wouldn't we put some straw under his 
head ? Would we let him beat his head on 
a log in his agony ?" 

■ When this tent was full, the sick were ta- 
ken to a hospital in Richmond. 

The poor creatures were often as prema- 
tureiy returned, as they had been tardily re- 
moved thither. Ofleu were they seen es- 
corted back, so weak as hardly to be able to 
move, some even crawhng on their hands and 
knees. Colonel Ely, of the 18th Connecti- 
cut, saw one of his men, a former schoolmate 
and townsman, George Ward, a much re- 
spected citizen of Norwich, Connecticut, 
returning to the island in this condition, with 
a squad of otherj. He threw him a ham, 
but as the "poor fellow crawled to get it," 
says Colonel Famsworth, who also witnessed 
the sad condition of an old acquaintance, 
"the rebel guard charged bayonets upon 
him, called him a damned Yankee, and ap- 
propriated the ham." 

An incident which happened in the very 
hospital from which these men were brought 
will give even a better idea of how the sick 
were treated. 

Two officers made their escape. Imme- 
diately all the patients who were able to 
sit up or stand were taken into an empty 
room under the Libby, and kept there 
twenty-four hours, without food or blank- 
ets, as a puishment for not having reported 
the contemplated escape. Froii this treat- 
ment Surgeon Pierce died. The officers in 
the room above took up the floor, supplied 

• This taint of the drinking water was mentioned 
in conversation, but was accidcatally omitted iu j 
tho tividence. 
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the sick with food and drink, and shared 
their blankets with them. For tlui they 
were deprived by Major Turner of rations 
for a whole day. 

A still more vivid picture of a hospibi 
interior is given by Surgeon Forguson. It 
is of the notorious and horrible Hospital 
No. 21, where, so late as in May last, Df. 
Ferguson says " the wounded Union prison, 
ers were under treatment, * * * I consider," 
he adds, " the nourishment and stimulation 
they received entirely insuflicient to give 
them a proper chance for recovery. l am 
surprised that more do not die. Tlicre were 
many bad cases avnong them that must in- 
evitably sink under this treatment after a 
few days. The condition of these men was 
such, that any medical observer would im- 
pute it to insufficient stimulation and nutri- 
Lion. 

" The bedding where the privates were 
confined by wounds was very dirty; lie 
covering was entirely old, dirty quilts; tlie 
beds were oflensive from the distharfies 
from wounds and secretions of the body, 
and were entirely unfit to place a siek or 
wounded man on. 

"On the laces of the wounded was an ' 
anxious haggard expression ot countenance, 
such as I have never seen before ; I attrib- 
ute it to want of care, want of nourisliment 
and encouragement." 

A Hospital Steward, while a prisoner, 
tending to some duty in the hospital, found, 
by accident, the Confederate Surgeon-Gen- 
eral's quarterly report, which he brougbt 
away with him when he was paroled. % 
this, it appears that in the months of Jan- 
uary, Fcbruarj' and March last, out of 
nearly twenty-eight hundred patients, about 
fourteen hundred — or half the number- 
died 1 This document will be found in the 
appendix.* 

And what was here done in prison and 
hospital, to our private soldiers on Belle 
Isle, and to our officers in the Libby, su 
done nearly all over the South. The* 
facts are most conspicuous only because in 
the foreground. But from almost cvcij 
station in the distant South, of which any- 
thing is known, comes the same story (rf 
robbery and insult, of starvation on food 
both bad and insufficient, of expos^^e-^a 
the day to heat, and in the night to thefrost-- 
of shootings without warning, of close m 
filthy rooms or unsheltered encampments 
of disease without care or medical treatr 
ment, and of deaths without number. 

Danville has yet the whole of its dreadfiu 
tale to tell. Andersonvilie has yet to iH- 
count for its average of one hundred aw 
thirty deaths a day, at which rate the whoa 

• I'oRe 65. 
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of its present number — thirty-five thousand 

^ill be dead in a few ninths.* 

The very railroads can speak of inhuman 
transportatious from one pomt to another of 
tbo sick, the wounded, and the unwounded 
tof^efi'ir, crowded into cattle and. baggage 
cars, lying and dying in the filth of sickness, 
and the Wood of undressed inds. 



IV. 

The men as they appeared when brought on 
board the flag-of-truce boat, and into the Hos- 
pitals—Distressing spectacle— Hunger, naked- 
ness, filthinoss — Disease and death from star- 
vation and cold — Cries for food— Imljecility 
and insanity of many— Opinions of the sur- 
geons — The Medical Report of the Commission. 

The Commissioners do not feel at liberty, 
in presenting a narrative like this, every 
fact of which is rooted in the appended 
testimony, to make any inferential state- 
ments, although there are some incidents 
which are as essentially connected with such 
a state of things, as certain known effects 
are with certain established causes. A 
hundred scenes of suffering could be im- 
agined and depicted by one conversant with 
the medical and other phenomena of famine 
and exposure to cold, which would be rec- 
ognized as part of their own history by 
those who saw or experienced the wretch- 
ed life led by the prisoners on Belie Isle. 

But, as it has happened, the reader is 
famished witli vivid descriptions, by eye- 
witnesses, of the men as they appeared at 
the time of their transfer into the hands of 
th« United States Government, and they 
hi^B only to be imagined back on Belle 
Isle, or wherever else they had been^ to get 
all too painful a conception of what was 
daily to be witnessed there. 

"I have been," said Mr. Abbott^ who, 
as special agent of the Sanitary Commis- 

• At the very moment this inquiry is con- 
cluded and this report is being prepared, a me- 
morial is brought to the President of the United 
States by comipissioncrs appointed by the prison- 
ers still in confinement at Andersonville, repre- 
Benting their suflferings and appealing for succor. 
A statement is also published, verified under 
oath by three of these soldiers, who were ex- 
cLanged August 16th. These documents are so 
remarkably corroborative, in every particular, 
of the results developed by the inquiry, and, in 
some respects, represent a state of things so 
much worse than at the date at which the in- 
vestigation closed, that ihcy have been appended 
In a supplement, which will bo found, afcer the 
evidence, on pa^e 259. The frequent menacing 
predictions of the rebel press, an4 the evident 
preoipit.ation of cruel measures upon the prison- 
ers which is exhibited by the testimony taken 
before the Commission, find a fitting confirma- 
tion and counterpart, in this the latest account 
vhr«h has come irom a Southern prison. 



sion, was among the first to eon:e in contact 
with the returned prisoners — " I have been 
on the battle-field, and in the hospitals, and 
witnessed much suffering, but never did I 
experience so sad and deplorable a con- 
dition of human beings as that of the paro- 
led Union prisoners just from Belle Island, 
and the rebel prison of the South." 

It was his business, for a period, to accom- 
pany the flag-of-truce boat as it plied be- 
tween City Point, Virginia, and Annapolis, 
Maryland, bringing home thousands of the 
wreto'hed men. The greater proportion of 
them were living skeletons, and each suc- 
cessive boat-load was in a worse condition 
than the last. Hundreds, at each trip, were 
stretched on cots, sick with every form of 
disease which could have been induced by 
confinement, exposure, and bad food. A 
number were dying ; several died before 
the boat landed. Every one was in a 
IritrhtfuUy filthjf condition. All Avere de- 
ficient in clothing. Many were almost na^ 
ked, and. whatever they had on was ragged 
and dirty. Their hair and beards Had 
grown long, having been uncut for many 
months. Their bodies were encrusted with 
dirt, and infested with vermin. One man 
had convulsions during a whole trip, caused, 
the surgeon said, by vermin. The vermin 
were very thick upon his body, and he 
threw his attenuated arms about, catching 
as at lice, throwing them off, and slapping 
them with his blanket. 

In this state the prisoners were landed, 
and were received by the surgeons of An- 
napolis and Baltimore. 

Many were so weak that they had to be 
carried ashore on stretchers, and died in 
the brief transit. Others tottered to the 
hospital, with the little strength they had 
remaining, only to die in a few hours. 
Some of them were found covered with 
bad and extensive sores, caused by lying 
on the sand. Many had lost their reason, 
and were in all stages of idiocy and imbecil- 
ity.* One had become incm-ably insane in 
his joy at being delivered. 

Often they acted like children and had 
to be taught again the decencies of life, so 
long had they been unhabituatcd to them. 
A number had partially lost their sight, 
hearing, and speech. One man was point- 
ed out to the commissioners v/ho had been 
so covered by vermin, that after having 
been, as was supposed, thoroughly washed,, 
his head even been shaven, was laid upon a 

* "Wilson was exceedingly debilitated, and 
had become peri'ectlv childish, and almost idiotio 
from suffering, and Strain feared that bad effects 
might ensue if he was permitted to eat aa much 
as he wished." Darien Expior. Exped. Harperg 
Month. voL X. p. 752. 
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clean bed — ^in teu minutes the slieets and 
his clothing were covered with vermin again. 
And this was not peculiar to him. It was 
only an instance of the imavoidable con- 
dition of all. In some cases they were so 
eaten by lice as to very nearly resemble a 
case of scabbing from small pox, being cov- 
ered with sores from head to foot. 

Many had l:>een badly frost-bitten, and 
came ashore with feet partially amputated. 
Ib one case it was mentioned to the visitors 
that a frozen foot fell o£r as the man was 
being carried ashore 1 

Without exception they were ravenous 
for food. Their cries for something to eat 
were pitiful to hear. The surgeons had to 
restrain their voracity, and keep them on 
small quantities of liquid food lest they 
should kill themselves by over-eating or by 
eating solid food. They would often en- 
treat for the sight of an apple or a piece of 
meat, that they might enjoy at least the 
vision of what they could not have. 

It was their invariable reply in answer 
to the question, " What was the matter?" 
" That they had betn starved, exposed, and 
neglected on Belle Isle ? " 

The surgeons, themselves, were unani- 
mous in their opinion as to the cause of 
their condition, not only from the uniform 
story of the men, but from the character- 
istics of the different diseases, the revela- 
tions of the post-mortem examination, and 
v.'5pecially, and most conclusively of all, the 
invariable treatment which proved most ef- 
ficacious ; namely, not medication, but sim- 
ple nutrition and stimulation. 

They all agreed in attributing the con- 
dition of the men to one or more of the 
following causes : Deprivation of clothing ; 
insufficient food, in quantity and quality ; 
want of fi air on accouat of over-crowd- 
ing; cousv _Lent and unavoidable unclean- 
liness; want of adequate shelter during the 
fall and winter ; and mental depression the 
natural result of all. 

The reader will be impressed by the em- 
phatic utterances of the surgeons : 

Surgeon VanderKikft. — " Their con- 
dition is on account of ill-treatment by star- 
vation and exposure, as I am convinced is 
the case by their actual condition on their 
arrival, and by rations shown to me. That 
the men must have been in good health 
when captured, I do not need such a state- 
ment, as I am well acquainted with the 
regulations which govern the medical de- 
partment of our army, ' to send to the rear 
every man who is not perfectly able to bear 
arms.' * ♦ * 

" Th3 diseased most common among these 
returco \ prisoners are scurvy, diarrhoea, and 
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congestion of the lungs, which are not ame. 
nable to the ordinary treatment in use is 
civil life, or in hospitals of our own armv 
they are most sucpessfiilly mastered by ]^(,\ 
nutrition and stimulation, with cleanliness 
and fresh air — medicinal treatment being 
of small assistance in the recovery of the 
sufferers, and often being entirely dispensed 
with, * « * thus proving by the counteract- 
ing effect of good food, air, cleanliness, and 
stimulants, that these disorders are the rts- 
suit of the causes above stated." 

SoRGEON Elt. — Speaking of the dead 
whom he had found- on the boats as they 
landed, " No words can describe their ap. 
pearance. In each case the sunken eye 
the gaping mouth, the filthy skin, the clothes 
and head alive with vermin, the repelling 
bony contour, all conspired to lead to the 
conclusion that we were looking upon tlie 
victims of starvation, cruelty, and exposure, 
to a degree unparalleled in the history of 
humanity. Nearly every instance leads ra 
irresistibly to the conclusion that death hss 
been owing to a long series of exposures 
and hardships, with a deprivation of tie 
barest necessities of existence. * * » « 
" In many cases that I hr-'e observed, the 
dirt incrustation has been thick as to re- 
quire months of constant ablutions to recover ' 
the normal condition and function of the in- 
teguments. Patients have repeatedly sta- 
ted in answer to my interrogatories that they 
had been unable to wash their bodies once 
in six months, that all that time they had 
lain in the dirt. « * * In many instances 
this is the prime, exciting cause of the dis- 
eases of the pulmonary and abdominal o^ 
gans which are so constantly found amdng 
our Richmond patients." * 

Surgeon Parker. — " The majority of 
the diseased cases were diarrhoea, caused by 
bad diet, of insufficient and bad quality. 
They have resulted from the want of variety 
of diet. I found nutrition was the most suc- 
cessful treatment. I do not consider the 
(rebel) rations, I have seen, sufficient for 
the support of life for any long time." 

Surgeon Peters. — " The, post-mortems 
have made apparent diseases of nearly all 
the viscera to a remarkable extent.f Under 
a spare but concentrated diet many have ral- 
lied. In one instance a boy gained fifty 
pounds in two weeks. I think nine-tento 
of the men weighed under one hundred 
pounds. They had an uncontrollable ap- 
petite." 

Surgeon Chapel. — •« We were obliged 

• See his evidence for a report at length of the 
results of the post-mortem examinations. Ap- 
pendi.T, p. 48. _ 

t See Dr. Carpenter on Starvation, where fltiy- 
two per cent of the starved were thus aflfceted. 



TO PRISONERS OF WAR. 



15 



to treat ttem as children in regulating their 
diet, having to restrain their over-eating, and 
confine them to a concentrated, but nourish- 
ing and generous diet. Several cases had 
00 disease whatever, but suffered from ex- 
treme emaciation and starvation * * * * * 
ill gave evidence of extensive visceral dis- 
ease, of which starvation, cold and neglect 
were undoubtedly the primary cause. Some 
of the cases sank from extreme debility, with- 
out any evidence of disease as the cause of 
death." 

I'he professional opinions of these gentle- 
men, and the other incidental medical testi- 
mony scattered through the appendix, will, 
without doubt, be received with great weight 
by the reader. But, after all, the evidence 
of the men themselves, rudely and abruptly 
worded, and so often unconsciously graphic 
and pathetic, will come more convincingly 
to the ppular heart. 

It will be enough for most people that the 
captives were hungry day and night, and 
suffered the gnawing pains of famine, with 
its dreams and delusions. It will be enough 
that they became weak and emaciated to the 
degree in which they were found when ex- 
changed. It will be enough that they were 
poisoned by foul air and over-crowding ; and 
Uiat they were exposed in the depth of win- 
ter to the cold, without shelter and without 
covering. It will be enough that thousands 
of them became hideously diseased, and 
that most of them miserably perished. 

People do not need anj' other information 
in the face of such facts as these in order to' 
come to a just conclusion, and yet there is a 
certainty and a satisfaction in scientific facts, 
and in the testimony of nature, which ought 
to be recognized in an investigation like this. 

For this reason tjje commissiooers made 
the investigation also a scientific one, and 
append a medical statement, prepared at 
their request by one of their number, drawn 
likewise from the evidence, the facts and ar- 
guments of which are fully indorsed by the 
medical members of the commission. 



V. 

Beported sufferinff of the Rebel Army, and Em- 
barassmentof the Rebel Government for want 
of Supplies, as an Excuse for Denying Food 
•and Clothing to United States Soldiers— The 
Imposibility of there being any such Defici- 
ency— ^fhe Physical Condition of the Rebel 
Army porfect-^Facts drawn from Rebel testi- 
mony. 

It has been said, and has been the gener- 
al impression, that the rebel government was 
jfsolf embarrassed for want of supplies — that 
»ts own soldiers were naked and hungry, and 
that even the prison guards shared the pri- 
vations of the prisoners. 



Ifc will be noticed ^hat this excuse, urged 
strenously by their fmnds, and half accepted 
by every one disposed to be moderate ana 
just, after all, only accounts for a small por- 
tion of the conduct of the rebels to their 
captives. 

Why were they robbed of their private 
propei-ty: the money, and the few trinkets 
a man usually carries with him ? Or, if this 
was the uncontrollable habit of a wild sol- 
diery, why was it the regular proceeding 
of the Libby authorities on the entrance of 
an officer? Why was it often done with 
brutal violence, when the person undergoing 
the process expostulated ? 

By whose connivance were the supplies of 
food and clothing, sent from the North, stolen ? 
By whose neglect, or by whose order, were 
they withheld in immense quantities fi-om 
men palpably starving and fireezing ? 

How 13 it that — after three years of war, 
during which everything military had grown 
colossal and correspondingly complete, with 
them, as with us, — that no extensive bar- 
racks, even of the cheapest and frailest kind, 
offering, at least, space to move in, and shel- 
ter from the weather, were not erected ; but 
that open encampments, or city warehouses 
too small for such occupation, continue in use 
to this day ? 

How is it that, even under such circum- 
stances, supposing them, for some reason, un- 
able to have done better, th'^y made rules 
circumscribing the prisoners still further, ex- 
posing them to the poison of foul air, gener- 
ated by unavoidable personal uncleaoliness, 
and by the equally unavoidable accumula- 
tions of filth under certain conditions of dis- 
ease, for which either no provision was made, 
or if made, they were capriciously prevented 
from using ? * 

Why, when over-crowding a building with 
captives, did they make an imaginary bound- 
ary line, two or three feet inside the win- 
dows, to be observed under penalty of in-": 
stant death ? How is it that the guard? , 
were not only permitted, by this regulation^ • 
to amuse themselves with taking the lives of ■• 
the prisoners, upon certain given opportuni- 
ties, but were negatively encouraged even to 
murder and assassination, by the indifference 
of the prison authorities ? 

* " Sometimes we were allowed to go to the • 
priv}', and sometimes we were not. We have 
been kept from it so much as three days, until we 
fouled the floor." Appendix, page 34. 

" After wo tunnelled out, we were only allowed 
to go to the privy six at a time; the floor was in 
one mess — nlthy; an ordinary one horse wagon 
load of human excrement on the floor every mom 
ing." Appendix, page 30. 

" The eitclosure on Belle Isle was a mass of filtb 
every morning, from the inability of the men tc 
proceed to the sinks after evening." Appendix 
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And is thoro anything to account for the 
conditioa of their hospitals for prisoners ? 
Even supposing them to be ill-supplied with 
medicioes, there were common remedies, 
easily at band, which were seldom adminis- 
tered — or suppoEing them to be ill-furnisbed 
with hospital comforts, even with sheets and 
bedding, there was no necessity for placing 
the wounded^ as well as the sick, on beds too 
fonl to approach, and afterward made still 
more offunsive by the permitted accumula- 
tions of the secretions and putrid discharges 
of the patients. 

Why, also, when their arrangements in- 
duced so much sickness and disease, did they 
leave the men to suffer, often for weeks, be- 
fore thay removed them (and then like sick 
animals) fi'om the encampment or the prison 
to the hospital, often to die on the way, or as 
soon as thej' were put in the bauds of a phy- 
sician ? Why did they dist;hargo them when 
so feeble that they reeled back to the place 
of captivity, and even had to crawl thither 
on their hands and knees ? Or why, as in 
one instance (and one, under such circum- 
stances, may be many), did they subject 
them, even before they were convalescent 
and discharged, to such a punishment as con- 
finement in a cell, exposure to cold, and de- 
privation of food ? 

These graves developments of the testimony, 
by no means new to many at the North, and 
occasionally the subject of newspaper report 
(though never in such detail as now related), 
have as yet elicited no excuse or explanation ; 
and until an excuse or explanation comes, 
the government by whom such things are 
authorized, and the people by whose public 
sentiment such things are encouraged, will 
stand arraigned for almost immeasurable in- 
humanity and criminality before the civilized 
world. 

But it is important that this matter of 
famine and freezing, suffered by our men, 
should take more than a negative place 
among the foregoing positive facts, as half 
explamcd away, if it should appear that 
neither were necessary or unavoidable. 

These arc the two worst developments of 
the inquiry — the facts cannot be denied, for 
no evidence was ever more closely knit in 
support of anything, and the question, there- 
fore, lies open : Were the people who were 
capable of these other unaccountable and in- 
excusable acts, capable, also, of deliberately 
withhf^ldlng necessary food from their prison- 
ers of war, and furnishing them with what 
was indigestible and loathsome, when their 
own army was abundantlv supplied with good 
and wholesome food ? Were they capable, 
also, not only of depriving their prisoners of 
their own clothing, but also of withholding 
the issue of sufficient tc keep them warm, 



when the soldiers of their own army were 
well-equipped, and well-protected from ex- 
posure to the wet and cold ? 

But the inquiry eaunot stop at this pojaj, 
If they were capable of this, then they -wf^i^ 
capable of beholding, without compasaion, 
their fellow beings subjected to the woret 
and most lingering agonies which humanity 
can endure. Putting together the act, and 
this insensibility to its consequences, what 
other deduction can be drawn, than that all 
was a pre-determined plan, originating some- 
where in the rebel counsels, for destroying 
and disabling the soldiers of their enear, 
who had honorably surrendered in the field? 

And has it come to this ? Ha? the oft- 
threatened blaf;k flag, the signal of a foe tbt 
has no mercy and gives no quarter, been 
floating all this time, not courageously on 
the battle field, but over prisons and hoajH- 
tals in the South, full of surrendered and 
helpless men ? 

The commissioners, from the outset, con- 
sidered this department of their investigation 
to be fully as important as the other, and 
were at equal pains to leave it no longer a 
matter of doubt whether or not the rebel 
government was unable to provide their pris- 
oners with food and clothing, good and suf- 
ficient. 

One fact was evident on the face of thingj, 
that no army could have endured such forced 
and violent marches, the fatigues and expos- 
ures of such desperate campaigning, and have 
kept up a spirit for such indomitable fighting, 
unless they had been well-equipped, and their 
physical condition had been maintained by 
every means, medical and commissary, known 
in a well regulated army. 

The rebel authorities could not afford to 
swell their army by conscription on the one 
hand, and to let the material, thus obtained, 
escape its military use, by famine and dis- 
ease on the other. The same arbitrary en- 
ergy which could enforce the one, could 
provide against the other. 

Nor are the quotations of Confederate 
prices any criterion by which to judge. 
The country is rich and fertile, if the Con- 
federate currency is inflated and pow. 
Every agricultural resource of a soil and 
climate, unsurpassed by any other in the 
world, has been quickened to meet the eme^ 
gency. The necessity has, also, in three 
years, developed other and unknown foun- 
tains of supply — all at the command of a 
strong, desperate, and despotic government, 
which has not hesitated to employ every 
means to keep its armies on the most pe^ 
feet military footing. 

This reasoning is borne out by the facti 
developed in the inc^uiry. The tcstimow 
will be found to bo quite a revelation of w 
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rebel mode of sustaining an army and a war. 
Their efliciency in this respect must be ad- 
jjjjjted— an efficiency created partly by a 
gceater aptitude and inclination for the sin- 
gle art of war, than for the many arts of 
peace ; and partly by the deadly necessity 
they are under for the most strenuous pos- 
gible defence of their rebellion, on account 
' of the extraordinary power developed by 
the Government of the United States. 

It appears, from the testimony, that the 
guards of the prisoners (of whose privations 
% much has been said) were better supplied 
with food than the prisoners. The question 
was frequently r^ked, and elicited the invari- 
able reply, that they did not share the same 
ration. Their supply was of a different 
character, and was enough. Sometimes they 
threw fragments of food to the hungry cap- 
tives on Belle Isle. It will be remembered, 
thit at the time the Libby prisoners were so 
insufficiently fed, a room in the cellar was 
found stocked with provisions of excellent 
quality. 

But no testimony on this point can be so 
jatiafactory as that derived from the rebel 
wldiers themselves. 

Several of the commissioners went directly 
fiom Annapolis to Washington for the ex- 
press purpose of visiting and examining the 
rebel prisoners. They found a large num- 
ber at the Lincoln Hospital. Although these 
prisoners were suffering from wounds received 
m the late battles ot the Wilderness and 
Spottsylvania, they were in a physical con- 
dition which alone was evidence enough of 
the care that had been taken of them by 
-their own government. In every case they 
were healthy, hardy, vigorous men. _ There 
was scarcely a trace even of the terrible fa- 
tigue they had so recently endured. Better 
than all, as an indication of their condition, 
their wounds were healing as only the wounds 
of men in perfect health can heal. 

Nine, out of the whole number, were ex- 
amined under oath. The formal testimony 
stopped at this number, as it was found by 
convcreation, that all had the same account 
.to give, and it was needless to multipljr depo- 
sitions. They came from six of the principal 
States of the Confederacy. Two were from 
Vii^inia, two from South Carolina, two from 
Georgia, one from Mississippi, one fi-om North 
Carolina, and one from Alabama. 
■ In order to make the inquiry more com- 
plete and satisfactory, certain members of 
the Commission afterwards visited Fort Dela- 
ware, and the Hospital on David's Island, 
New York, at both which stations rebels 
were confined, and the testimony of eleven 
more was procured. The men were from 
: Vir^'nia, Georgia, North Carolina and Mis- 
»is3ippi. 

tHIRO BKRIES. LIVING AGE. VOL. XXVII. 



The evidence of these three separate sets 
of witnesses, which has been placed together, 
was given without hesitation, and is uniform 
and reliable. Any amount of such could 
have been procured, but that which has been 
taken will be found full enough. 

The result of the whole amounts to this: 
In the words of one of them — " They had 
nothing to complain of in the way of food 
and clothing." They were supplied with 
rations, only a few ounces less than the over- 
generous ration of the United States army. 

The quality of the rebel ration was as 
satisfactory to the rebels as the quantity. 
The corn-bread was excellent, made ny 
themselves from fine meal. One of them 
naively observed that he preferred it to 
Northern meal ! They had never had any 
meal furnished them of that quality which 
was ground with the cobs and husks, and in 
which whole grains of corn occasionally ap- 
peared. This inferior kind, they said, wis 
" given to stock." 

The only time in which they suficred any 
privation was on a forced march, when they 
were in advance of their supplies — a matter 
liable to occur in any army. 

In winter they lived in cabin? or tents, 
well warmed, and well supplied with fuel. 
None ever suffered from the cold. In sum- 
mer they were sheltered by tents, but these 
they left behind when on a campaign. They 
were fully supplied with clothmg and with 
blankets or oilcloths. A requisition on the 
quartermaster could always procure any ai'- 
ticle that was necessary. When engaged in 
active service, however, they carried as little 
as possible, only the clothes they had on and 
a single blanket, but no man was restricted 
as to the amount he mijjht carry. It may be 
imagined what a condition they were in, un-. 
der this system, as respects dirt, vermin, and 
rags, after a long campaign and a pit/^^ed 
battle. 

They describe the hospitals, both in the 
city and in the field, as comfortable, and 
with sufficient medical attendance. The 
bedding and sheets in Hospital No. 4, in 
Bichmond, was said by one of them to be 
fully as good as those on David's Island, 
New York. There wert also the usual deli- 
cacies for the sick. 

From all this, it appears that the Southern 
army has been, ever since its organization, 
completely equipped in all necessary respects, 
and that the men have been supplied with 
everything which would keep them in the 
best condition of mind and body, for the hard 
and desperate service in which they were en- 
gaged. They knew nothing of famine or 
freezing. Their wounded and sick were 
never neglected. 

So do the few details of fact that could be 
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extracted, without ausj lcion of their object, 
from the soldiers of thr. Southern army, con- 
firm the reasoning 'rvbich accounts for its 
efficiency. 

The I^oion ii'. inevitable. It was in 

their power to feed safficiently, and to clothe, 
whenever necessary, their prisoners of war. 
They were perfectly able to include them in 
their military estaMishment ; but they chose 
to exclude them from the position always as- 
signed to such, and in no respect to treat 
them like men taken in honorable warfare. 
Their commonest soldier was never com- 
pelled, by hunger, to eat the disOTisting 
rations furnished at the Libby to United 
States officers. Their most exposed en- 
campment, however temporarj^, never be- 
held the scenes of suffering which occurred 
daily and nightly among ifnited States sol- 
diers in the encampment on Belle Isle. 

The excuse and explanation are swept 
away. There is notliing now between the 
Northern people and the dreadful reality. 
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The treatment of rebel prisoners at United States 
Stations — The humane orders of the Government 
—-Scene at Lincoln Hospital — Interior of the Sta- 
tion at Fort Delaware — The Hospital on David's 
Island — Johnson's Island — Point Lookout — Tender 
care of sick and wounded Rebels at all these Sta- 
tions — Kind treatment of the wounded prisoners — 
Abundant shelter, fuel, clothing, and ftiod fnr- 
nislied them— Facilities for bathinff and exercise — 
Small mortality — No robbing— No shooiing— No 
abuse — Christian burial of the dead — The con- 
trast of the Union and Rebel prisoners at the 
moment of exchange. 

The moment has now come for the re- 
verse to this melancholy picture, and it will 
be as grateful to the American people at 
large, as it was to the Commissioners. 

Early in the progress of their investiga- 
tion, while in the midst of the sufferers 
taking their testimony, and occasionally 
hearing floating and irresnonsible rumors 
of equal neglect and crueltjr on our part 
toward the rebel prisoners in our hands, 
they determined to make a full inquiry in- 
to the conduct and management of United 
States Stations where they were confined. 

A large proportion of the testimony will 
be found devoted -to this department. The 
variety and the widely separate sources of 
the evidence, will only make more conspicu- 
ous its absolute unity and truth. It reveals 
an impressive contrast, point for point, with 
that which has iust been narrated, and has 
turned out to be entirely confirmatory of 
what Quartermaster-General Meigs declares 
in his letter,* that such prisoncra are 

• Sec page 55. 



treated with all the consi iei ation and 
kindness that might be expected of a hfr 
mane and Christian people." 

The design of the Government is fqlly 
exhibited in the circular orders issued by 
Colonel Hoffman, Commissary-General of 
Prisoners.! 

The ration was to be generous and 
abundant; its elements of the fullest vs. 
riety. The amount issued being greater 
than a man could consume, the excess over 
that which was given, was to go to tbfi 
foliation of a Prison fund, which was So 
be applied in various ways, (not expressly 
provided for in the army regulations,) Aat 
would promote the health aud comfort of 
the prisoners. 

Army clothing was to be furnished by 
requisition, whenever needed, the only dit 
ference being that the buttons and trim, 
mings were to be taken from the coats, and 
the skirts cut so short that the captives 
should not be mistaken for United St^ 
soldiers. 

Careful accounts were to be keptoftbe 
moncy-and valuables taken from each pris- 
oner, which accounts were to accompany 
him, if transferred from one post to another; 
and when paroled, the articles were to be 
returned. They were to bo permitted to 
correspond with their friends. All articles 
that were sent to them were to be delivered, 
if not contraband. 

The hospital had its separate proviaoas. 
The keepers in charge were to be "respon- 
sible to the commanding officer for its ^ 
order, and. the proper treatment of Oie sidE:.' 
A fund for each hospital was to be created, 
as in other United States hospitals, and to 
be'Cxpended for the comfort of the sick, and 
" objects indispensably necessary to promote 
the sanitary condition of the hospital." 

The minute directions of the entire order 
look e(jually to the security of the prisoners, 
and to all that is necessary for them in healti 
or sickness. 

The commissioners are able to testify that 
the order is fully carried out. They, took 
pains not only to procure evidence as to the 
fact, but to see for themselves. 

Two members of the Commission came, 
without previous notice, to the Lincoln hos- 
pital in Washington, where they had heard 
that several hundred of the rebels lay, 
having been wounded in the recent bat- 
tles. The chief object of the visitorg ^ 
the time has been already mentioned. Bni 
they were able also to observe how well the 
hospital was conducted. = 

Although aniving at an unscasonalM 

t The whole document will bo found ob I»3 
I 06. 
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bour, when the sargeons and nurses were 
examining and dressing the wounds, they 
^ere instantly admitted, with marked and 
cordial courtesy, by Chief Surgeon McKee, 
upon his learning the mission upon which 
they had come. _ 

The wards were airy and neat, free from 
offensive odor, the beds so clean that the 
visitors sat upon them while taking testi- 
mony. The men themselves were cheerful 
and good-naturedj the more slightly wounded 
crovrdinn^ up curiously to know what was 
mnf on, until rec[uested to retire. Some 
were sitting by their beds reading novels or 
odd numbers of periodicals, now and then al 
bible. They were always ready to converse, 
and answered the questions that were put to 
them without hesitation. 

The visitors could see no difference in 
tliese two wards from the twenty or more 
others in the same hospital that were appro- 
priated to the United States soldiers. Tha 
natients were mostly in clean, white under- 
clothing, and if it had not been for a figure 
in butternut-colored uniform here and there, 
nothing would have suggested the presence 
of an enemy. . 

The wounds were being tenderly unband- 
and dressed by the surgeons and their 
assistants. Kindness and attention were 
visible everywhere. Female nurses and a 
white-hooded Sister of Charity were con- 
stantly moving from bed to bed. One of 
them was seen carrj'ing a waiter of iced 
porter to the wounded, and holding the glass 
to the lips of the moi-e helpless. 

The spectacle was in remarkable contrast 
with that which had been described by Dr. 
Fei^uson, only the evening before, as wit- 
nessed by him in Hospital No. 21, Richmond, 
where our soldiers lay amid the secretions of 
their body, and the purulent discharges of 
their wounds, dying of neglect, and for want 
of the commonest medical attention. 

Some time after this, two members of the 
commission made an especial visit to Fort 
Delaware, for the express purpose of exam- 
ining into the prison and nospital arrange- 
ments there, in order to give, in this narra- 
tive, their own direct testimony and de- 
scrintion, as well as whatever evidence they 
mi^t be able to collect. 

They fixed upon Fort Delaware because 
it TTas' one of the most- extensive of the 
United States stations for prisoners of war, 
and because it had been the object of vari- 
ous rebel reports.* 

♦ A recent specimen from the Rkhvumd Dt- 
9)a<eA, July 14th. Speaking of some returned 
pnsoners, the account runs : " They were sub- 
sequently imprisoued at Fort Delaware, where 
those who ha(l money fared pretty well, but 
otiwrs, less fortauate, suffered many privations. 



The following description is from notes 
taken on the spot by one of the J arty, 
and written out immediately afterward: 

" The prisoners numbering between eight 
and nine thousand were lodged outside the 
walls of the fort, (which is situated on an 
island,) in well built and ve-Hilated barracks, 
and have free access at all houi-s to the ad- 
joining enclosures for air and exercise. They 
were permitted, and, indeed, urged to bathe 
in squads in the river and to wash in sluices 
to which the tide had access twice in the 
twenty-four hours, and the facilities for 
these purposes were so great that any 
man might, if he chose, wash his whole 
person every day, and swim in the Dela- 
ware twice a week. 

" Every man is furnished with a commo- 
dious bunk, with the head raised at a proper 
inclination above the feet, presenting a strik- 
ing contrast to a Confederate prison, where 
prisoners sleep on the floor, or on the earth, 
and have not even a bunch of straw between 
them and the ground. 

" The result of these precautions, and of 
the superior ventilation of the barracks was 
to render the quarters of the prisoners free 
from the unpleasant odor which generally ex- 
ists where large number of men are brought 
together, and compelled to live in common. 
The same remark applies to the hospitab, 
which are spacious, clean, and in good order. 

" When we went through the barracks, 
shortly before sunset, the men were gener- 
ally out of doors walking about, talking, 
playing cards, washing, or occupying them- 
selves in other ways. Tliey appeared in 
general, contented and cheerful. Many of 
them had improvised sutler's shops, and 
were seated on the ground or boxes, sell- 
ing coffee, broiled ham, bread, and other 
articles of food to their comrades, who were 
gathered around laughing and chatting. 

" The means to prosecute this traffic came, 
we were told, from sympathizing friends in 
different parts of the Union, and from small 
sums of money paid as wages to such of the 
men as were willing to be detailed to per- 
form various duties outside of the barracks 
at different points on the island. We tasted 
the coffee, which was sold for five cents a 
pint, and found it well made and palatable. 

" Much good humor seemed to prevail, and 
there was not a little gosd-natured laughter 
while we "were making the purchase. We 
were struck by the assured yet affable air 
with which Groneral Schbpf moved through 

They state, that the condition of the Confederate 
prisoners at that point is deplorable in the ex.. 
treme, and strongly urge the adoption of some 
measures for their relief. Sickness if> very p^v- 
alent among them, while the ratior^ are meagr? 
and of poor quality." 
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tho dense throng that pressed to look at the 
visitors. He was unattended even by an 
orderly. His manner indicated a conscious- 
ness that he had nothing to fear from indi- 
vidual resentment. 

"In addition to the water of the nver 
which, as already stated, is accessible at 
all time's for tho purposes of cleanliness, 
thirty thousand gallons of drinking water 
are brought every day from the Brandy- 
wine, and distributed among the prisoners 
and the soldiers of the garrison, by means 
of large hose and a forcing pump worked by 
a steam engine. Health and comfort are 
therefore studied in this as in other particu- 
ars, but it was at first found difficult to pre- 
vent th& prisoners from drinking from shal- 
low wells dug by themselves, the wat^r of 
which is brackish, and has a tendency to 
produce disease. 

" The rations issued to the prisoners were 
the subject of an attentive examination. 
Wo tasted tho bread, which is made of four 
parts of floor and one of Indian meal, and 
found it of superior quality, sweet and p' la- 
table ; better indeed than is met with at 
hotels or places of resort in the country; 
quite as good as may be found in any well- 
ordered family. The meat was also sweet 
and of good quality. The diet is judiciously 
varied, potatoes and fresh vegetables being 
famished in large quantities, wherover the 
health of the men appears to require it 
The rations actually received by the prison- 
. ers until the 1st of June, 1864, were nearly 
three pounds of solid food for each man 
per day, besides coffee, sugar, molasses, etc. 
The quantity was then reduced to about 
thirt>'-four and a half ounces per diem.* 

" The health of the prisoners is as care- 
fully considered in the matter of clothing, as 
in other respects; those who require blan- 
kets or a^lditional garments bdfng supplied 
with them on proper application. Largo 
numbers of coats, pantaloons, etc., were is- 
sued in this way cluring the past and pre-' 
vioHS winters. When a prisoner is placed 
on the sick list, and taken to the hospital, 
be is put in a warm bath, supplied with 
clean under-clothing, and then laid on a 
bed with clean sheets, in an airy apart- 
ment, where his condition is, so far as his 
disease will permit, one not only of com 
parative but absolute comfort. 

" The percentage of deaths at Fort Dela- 
ware was, daring some months of last ijutumn 
and winter, large. This result arose from a 

• "The redaction recently made In the pri«on 
er's rations," writes Qnnrtermaster-Gcneml Meigs, 
Jnne 6th, "wrb for the purpose of bringing it 
nearer to what the rebel authorities profeto to 
allow their noldiers, and no c«mplaint aa» been 
beard of its insufficiency." 



variety of causes originating before the pi^j. 
oners were captured and brouglit to the 
island, and which the officers there could na 
av first remove or control. Among these 
maj^ be enumerated the want of vaccination, 
which seems to be as rare among the pooi^ 
classes of the South as it is general at the 
North ; the attempts mado by the prisonew 
to vaccinate each other, which often caused 
disease of a dangerous type from the charac- 
ter of the virus employed ; and the bad state 
of tho body of many of the men taken at and 
near Vicksburg, who were broken down by 
hardships and fatigues 6U5taiaed before their 
capture, as well as by tho influence of the 
terrible -nalaria of the South. 

" But while the ratio of mortality among 
the American soldiers in the hands of the 
rebels has continued to augment with time, 
the health of. the Confederate prisoners at 
Fort Delaware has, on tho contrary, im- 
proved under the influence of good food or 
kind treatment, until in May, 1864, but sixty- 
two died out of eight thousand one hundrei 
and twenty-six confined at the island. 

" The cruel and unusual rule by which an 
approach to the windows from inadvertence, 
or for tho most innocent purpose, is made an 
offense punishable with deatli in the Confed- 
erate prisons, is, it need hardly be said, un- 
known in Fort Delaware. Few restraint* 
are imposed, and those only such as are im- 
peratively necessary for the preservation of 
order an^ cleanliness among a numerous and 
motley crowd, which necessarily contana 
some men of gross and filthy hbbits." * 

Shooting was never resorted to unless 
rule was grossly and persistently violated 
Even then the direction was to order the 
prisoner " three distinct times to halt;" and 
if he " failed to halt, when so ordered, the 
sentinel must enforce his order by bayonet or 
ball." There were but five instances of 
shooting, under these instructions, and they 
were in every case in obedience to them. 

It is hardly worth while to notice the 
question whether any were shot for looking 
out of tho windows. No such order was ever 
given in this, or any other United State* 
Station. Here the windows were seen filled 
with the prisoners. ..^ 

The Commissioners are under great ofafr 
gations to General Schopf, Commander of 
the Post, for the courtesy shown them, » 
personally conducting them over the statu-ffl, 
and to the surgeons and officers in attend; 
anco, who readily furnished all the evidenw 
that was asked for. It was here that tee 
documents, the general circular, the orden, 
and tho schedules of rations and cloUuag 
were obtained. 

• From notes by Judge Hare. 
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The testimony is exceedingly fbll and sat- 
jsfectory on all points. It will be noticed 
that a prison fund waa formed, in accordance 
with the regulations, from the excess of the 
ration issued over the ration given, and that 
the amount was spent for vegetables, and ar- 
ticles of convenience. But even with this 
withholding of part, so great was the abund- 
ance of food, that the prisoners hid loaves of 
bread, crackers and meat under the bunks. 
These were repeatedly found there in large 
quantities during au examinalion of the bar- 

, Capt. Clark waa able to save sometimes 
between two and three thousand dollars a 
month out of surplus rations, and yet every 
care was taken that too much was not with- 
held. The overseers were frequently asked 
if the prisoners complained of not having 
enough, and were ordered "to give them 
more" and let no man want." A complaint 
was scarcely ever hqard. 
.. It will be noticecf'what enormous cjuanti- 
^es <J( clothing were issued, at this post 
alop'e, to the prisoners. In eight months 
orrf- thirty-five thousand articles were dis- 
ti'ibuted, comprising every species of clothing 
from shoes and stockings, shirts and di-awers, 
to woollen blankets and great coats. Most of 
these were given on the approach of cold 
weather. 

Every one without a blanket or overroat 
of his own was provided with one. All had 
at least two blankets, and those who were 
delicate had more. 

The barracks were made comfortable by 
gtoves. Fuel was never wanting, and the 
fires were kept up by attendants. No less 
than thirteen hundred tons of coal were con- 
gamed last winter and spring by the prison- 
en. 

In hot weather equal provision was made 
for their comfort, especially in the hospitals. 
The visitors noticed in the latter, even green 
shades covering the windows, and a water- 
cooler in every ward, filled with ice, for the. 
&eo use of the patients.^ 

Gen. Schopf informeli the visitors that in 
every case of death, the body was removed 
to a neat crave yard on thn opposite shore, 
and the burial service of the Episcopal 
cbnrch was read over the {»rav<?» 

It was found, by further suvestigation, that 
the arrangements of every other United 
States Prison Station and Hospital were the 
same as tho?e of Fort Delaware. The same 
Kigalations were observed in all. The iden- 
tical diet-table, containing the minute direc- 
tions of the Surgeon-General at Washington, 
*SB hang up as conspicuously in the hospital 
tar rebels as that for the United States sol- 
dier. 

The De Camp General Hospital, on Da- 



vid's Island, New York, was a counterpart oi 
that just described. The testimony taken bjr 
one of the commissioners, is almost a repeti- 
tion of that taken at Fort Delav/are. The 
only variations which occur are additions to 
the facts already recited. 

None of the prisoners were ever deprived of 
rnoney or valuables. Some of them had ar- 
rived in a filthy, horrible condition, ragged, 
barefooted and bareheaded, covered with 
vermin, (a condition easily accounted for by 
the peculiar and desperate style of Southern 
campaigning, where no tents or baggage 
were allowed to encumber, and the soldier 
bad to wear the same unchanged suit through 
many days of forced marching and violent 
fighting.) Within a few hours the men, 
having been stripped of all their clothing, 
which was removed and burned, were washed, 
furnished with clean linen, and placed on 
clean, well-aired beds, Full suits of clothing 
were issued to them. When the weather 
became cold they were removed from tents 
to spacious pavilions, furnished with abundant 
fuel. No one was ever frostbitten. None 
were ever shot at. They were given the 
whole island inside the line of sentries for 
exercise. Formerly they had been allowed 
to go fishing and clamming, till several 
caped, wh(>.n the line of sentries was placed 
on the beach. 

They had precisely the same rations as the 
Federal sick and wounded. Drinking water, 
cooled with ice, was furnished in profusion. 
Soap, towels, and combs were distributed 
for their private use. There was a nurse to 
every ten of them.* 

It will not surprise the reader to hear of 
the small mortality, although nine-tenths 
were sufi'ering from wounds. 

One most pleasing feature of this hospital 
is developed in the testimony of Rev. Mr. 
Lowry, its chaplain. A library of two thou- 
sand volumes, formerly used by the Unit(<l 
States soldiers, was even more used by the 
Confederates. They were furnished with 
Bibles, Prayer Books, and other religious 
publications. Religious services were held 
twice on Sunday, and two or three times 
during the week. The chapel, which Would 
accommodate three hundred, was often 
crowded. Whenever a death occurred, the 
funeral was conducted according to the form 
of the Episcopal church. . 

Johnson's Island, in Ohio, has been an es- 
pecial subject of rebel mis-statements. It is 
a pleasant, healthy spot, three hundred acres 
in extent, in Sandusky Bay, close in the 
neighborhood of Kellcy'a Island, which is a 

• Each pavilion had from two to four water clos- 
ets. Chairs and bed pans were provided for tho&e 
unablo to roach dicm. Ample stractareo were 
also erected on the beach. 
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favorite place of summer resort. The two 
Islands are much alike. 

The climate is testified to be as favorable 
id health as that of Newport or Saratoga in 
summer, or Cincinnati and Dayton in winter. 
Like Fort Delaware It is a military prison 
and hospital. The buildings are spacious, 
new, and ia good order. The sanitary and 
other regulations of similar stations are ob- 
served here iu all particular. 

Although in winter the weather was so 
cold that the lake was frozen to the main 
land, three miles distant, and the govern- 
ment teams, conveying supplies, were able to 
cross upon the ice, yet so well warmed were 
the barracks, that not a single instance of 
treatment for exposure to cold was known, 
except in the case of some who attempted to 
escape. 

A spacious square, enclosed by the build- 
ings, was given up to the prisoners for exer- 
cise, and they were allowed to be in the 
open air all day. 

The statistics of mortality will be astonish- 
ing to read, after hearing the rebel stories. 
In twenty-one months, out of an aggregate 
of six thousand four hundred and ten prison- 
ers, there Trere only one hundred and thirty- 
four deaths. The number in prison at one 
time never exceeded two thousand seven 
hundred. In the months of May and June 
last, there wiere about two thousand three 
hundred prisonei-s. In May five died ; in 
June only one ! 

Point Lookout was still another post whicli 
had been subjected to the rebel statement 
that the prisoners there suffered from cruelty 
and neglect. Miss Dix, who visited those 
very prisoners, sufficiently disposes of the 
slander. She says, "They were supplied 
with vegetables, with the best wheat bread, 
and fresh and salt meat three times daily in 
abundant measure — the full government ra- 
tion. 

" In the camp of about nine thousand 
rebel prisoners, there were but four hundred 
reported to the surgeon. Of these one hun- 
dred were confined to their beds, thirty were 
very sick, and perhaps fifteen or twenty 
would never recover. 

" The hospital food consisted of beef-tea, 
beef-soup, rice, milk-punch, milk, gruel, lem- 
onade, stewed fruits, beefsteak, vegetables, 
and mutton. White sugar was employed in 
cooking. The supplies were, in fact, more 
ample and abundant than in hospitals where 
our own men were under treatment." 

The surgeons of the various hospitals, in 
several instances, allude to the excellent 
condition of the prisoners when discharged 
and exchanged, and in the statement of Miss 
Dix will be found a brief description of their 
appearance when leaving the flag-of-truoft 



boat for their own lines : " All were in vig. 
orous health, equipped ia clothes furnisbcd 
by the United States Government, many of 
them with blankets and haversacks." 

And here terminates the contrast, whid, 
the reader has probably been drawing 
throughout, between the military stations 
prisonei-s, North and South, Union and 
Rebel. 

But the contrast must have been ovbn 
whelming at the point to which this naira. 
tive has now come. When the flag-of-truce 
boat landed within the rebel lines, the two 
systems confronted each other. On one 
side, hundreds of feeble, emaciated men, 
ragged, filthy, hungry, diseased, and dyino; 
on the other an equal number of strong and 
hearty men, clad in the army clothing of the 
Government against which they had foughl, 
having been humanely sheltered, fed, cleansed 
of dirt, cured of wounds and disease, and now 
honorably returned to fight that Govcmnient 
again. 

The public sentiment of the No^ildrei j 
raged as it may have been, woull tv I 
have permitted any other than thisj^hiiiyi J 
and magnanimous course. t f 

vn. 

The three points now investigated— Tlie i^onclnslon 
of the Commissioners — Tlicse priviitiona and sof- 
ferlngs were designedly inflicted— The late appto! 
to Divine and human judgment ujjon their cause 
by the rebel government — The spirit of thatcaow 
identical with the apirit which originated and d& 
fends it.» 

Such are th^; facts which have been 
brought to light by the inquiry of the Com- 
missioners. 

There were three points before them to 
be investigated. They were rer^uested to 
ascertain " the true physical condition of the 
prisoners recently discharged by exchange 
from confinement at Richmond and else- 
where." They were also requested to as- 
certain whether these prisoners " did in fact, 
during such confinement, sufier materially 
for want of food, or from its defective quality, 
or from other privations and sources of dis- 
ease." 

This duty has been performed, and the 
result is now before the public. 

There was one other point which the Cojn- 
missioners were requested to make cImi: 
"Whether the privations and sufferingsdf 
the prisoners were designedly inflicted on 
thsm by military or other authority of the 
rebel government, or were due to canso 
which such authorities could not control."^ 

This question has already been alluded 
to digressively, but its full answer prope^ 
belongs to this stage of the narrative, wiiea 
the whole field of the investigation is befijt* 
the reader. 
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The feeling lingered in the minds of the 
Commissioners as the investigation went on, 
that this dreadful condition of things might 
be attributable to even other causes than 
tho possible destitution of the rebel govern- 
ment. This latter consideration, it will be 
remembered, was, at an early moment, en- 
tirely disposed of. Any unconscious or nn 
intentional form of crime is less reprehensi- 
ble than thai; which is knowingly or deliber- 
ately committed. The question therefore 
suggested itself whether all this might not 
have been owing to the neg^ligence and in- 
competence incident to an immature social 
system, or to the thoughtlessness of a reckless 
people, or to the mismanagement of an im- 
provident government. This was the only 
alternative, and was sufficiently discredita- 
ble. But it was altogether more probable 
that a whole people and government could 
unite in being thoughtlessly and inconsider- 
„8tely cruel, than consciously and''purposeIy 
'■ The latter was something too revolting 
be entertained or believed. The whole 
urrent of public feeling and public priijci- 
: pie generated by the sj)read of Christianity, 
and the progress of civilization, is so averse 
to anything of the kind that the majority of 
people are made almost incapable of com- 
prehending, or even imagining such a state 
of mind in any community. 

And yet it is to this very conclusion that 
every one must come who carefully weighs 
the testimony. Every doubt and misgivmg 
successively disappears. No other theory 
will cover the immensity and variety of that 
system of abuse to whitii our soldiers are 
subjected. That abuse is, in all its forms, too 
general, too uniform, and too simultaneous 
to be otherwise than the result of a great 
arrangement. One prison-station is like an- 
other — one hospital resembles another hos- 
pital. This has been made especially ap- 
parent by intelligence that has reached the 
public just as this investigation is closing, 
and this report is being written. The re- 
mote prison at Tyler, in Texas, sends out a 
tale of suflering identical with that described 
m these pages. It was only a few weeks 
ago, that the streets of New Orleans beheld 
a regiment of half-starved and half-naked 
men, who had just been released from that 
station. Still more heart-rending is the later 
account, given in a memorial to the Presi- 
dent, from Andersonville, Georgia, and in 
the fill! description, verified on oath, of what 
is now being suffered there by the im- 
prisoned soldiers of our army. It would 
appear to be Belle-Isle five times enlarged, 
snd ten-fold intensified. An enormous mul- 
Dtnde of thirty-five thousand men are crowd- 
ed together in a square enclosure or stockade 
(rf" about twenty-five acres, with a noxious 



swamp at the centre, occupying one-fourth 
of the whole spaoe. Here the prisoners suf- 
fer not only the privations already men 
tioned, but others peculiar to circumstances 
of a Avorse description.* In this pestilentit.1 
prison they are dying at the rate of one hun- 
dred and thirty a day, on an average ! The 
Commissioners allude to this station not as 

Eart of the evidence taken 6y themselves, 
ut as an interesting, authentic, and cor- 
roborative illustration of the point now un- 
der consideration. 

It is the same story every where ; — pris- 
oners of war treated worse than convicts, shut 
up either in suffocating buildings, or in out- 
door enclosures, without even the shelter that 
is provided for the beasts of the field ; unsup- 
plied with sufficient food ; supplied with fooii 
and water injurious and even poisonous; 
compelled to live in such personal uncleanll- 
ness as to generate vermin ; compelled to 
sleep on floors often covered with human 
filth, or on ground saturated with it ; com- 
pelled to breathe an air opprpEsed with an 
intolerable stench ; hemmed in by a fatal 
dead-line, and in hourly danger of being 
shot by unrestrained and brutal guards ; de- 
spondent even to madness, idiocy and sui- 
cide ; sick of diseases (so congruous in 
character as to appear and spread like the 
plague) caused by the torrid sun, by decay- 
ing food, by filth, by vermin, by malaria, and 
by cold ; removed at the last moment, and 
by hundreds at a time, to hospitals corrupt 
as a sepulchre, there, with few remedies, little 
care and no sympathy, to die in wretched- 
ness and despair, not only among strangers, 
but among enemies too resentful citlier to 
have pity or to sho'w mercy. 

These are positive facts. Tens of thou- 
sands of helpless men have been and are 
now being disabled and destroyed by a pro- 
cess as certain as poison, and as cruel as 
the torture or burning at the stake, because 
nearly as agonizing and more prolonged. 
This spectacle is daily beheld and allowed 
by the rebel government. 

No supposition of negligence, or thought- 
lessness, or indifference, or accident, or in- 
efficiency, or destitution, or necessity, can 
account for all this. So many and such posi- 
tive forms of abuse and wrong cannot come 
from negative causes. 

The conclusion is unavoidable, therefore, 
that " these privations and sufferings " have 
been " designedly inflicted by the military 
am! other authority of the rebel govern- 
ment," and cannot have been " due to causes 
which such authorities could not control." 

Further than this, the Commissioners are 
not required to express an opinion. Whether 

* For the fall account see Supplementf page 74. 
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or not they are the result of an infuriated 
and vindictive animosity against the Federal 
government and people, or the result of a 
prc-determined policy, deliberately formed, 
to discourage and affright our soldiers, to de- 
stroy them, or to disable them for further 
military service, or to compel our Govern- 
ment to an exchange on other than the terms 
to which it is in honor and by necessity com- 
mitted, the public are in a position to decide. 

The Commissioners have now performed 
their painful task. It has not been a grate- 
ful duty to narrate facts so unworthy of any 
people, especially of one heretofore so highly 
respected, so much admired, and in so many 
respects a credit to the American name. 
That name is shamed and dishonored by 
their exposure. 

But there is one source of pride and con- 
gratulation ; that, whatever abuses may have 
been developed on the Northern side of this 
war, none of them were originated or sanc- 
tioned by the government. In every case 
they have been the impulsive acta of sub- 
ordinates here and there ; and such arc in- 
cident to any conflict. The noble and mag- 
nanimous manner in which the government 
treats the enemies to its peace and pros- 
perity, when they have become helpless pris- 
oners in its hands, is, alone, a sufficient mani- 
festation of the spirit which animates it in 
waging this war. No sentiment of anger or 
resentment has actuated it from the begin- 
ning. The condition of its prison stations and 
hospitals is the best and proudest exponent of 
the cause of humanity which it seeks to 
maintain. This praise will be awarded it 
by the historian and by posterity, when the 
story of this stupendous struggle shall be 
written. 

Can as much be said of the cause which 
stands in opposition to it ? The facts of this 
narrative, and of others that will be yet more 
complete, will also enter into the future his- 
tory of this conflict, but will form its most 
tragical chapter. It will in that day be 
known whether the spirit which animates 
the South 18 not also the spirit which has 
generated the cause of the South. The spirit 
which animates a cause gives the character to 
that cause. A people like an individual is 
estimated by its actions and by its motives. 

Perhaps the world will yet discover a 
strange and reciprocal working of influences 
in the production of that which now opposes 
the republican progress of this government. 

Perhaps the social theory, already so 
widely accepted, may yet be fully established, 
which attributes the alienation of the South- 
ern people to a simple difference of feeling 
on a question of humanity. A too positive 
denial of humanity to another race, and a 
too positive contempt for a poorer class of 



their own race, have fostered those pojs, 
verted principles, which would undeitnine 
a government filled with a more generoM 
idea, and excite a hatred toward the ppople 
who would uphold it. As an cxponeutof 
the inhumanity of the Southern cause, it jj 
not unjust, therefore, to point to its prisom 
and hospitals, where disregard of the sacrcd- 
ness of human life, and the cry ofbuuiaufnf. 
fering, ha.i such an extraordinary manifesto 
' tion^ ' 

And in thti faoi' of all this, the confederate 
congress, with the approval of the eoiife(]e> 
ate president, issued, on the l4tb of June 
last, a manifesio, of which the following li 
the concluding declaration : 

" We commil our cause to ihe enlightenei 
judgment of the world, to the sober rejleclim 
of our adversaries themselees, and to the sd- 
emn and righteous arbitrainent of Heaven." 

Can this appeal, to both Divine and hu- 
man judgment, be really sincere, or is it 
only a rounded and rhetorical tormination of 
a state paper ? Is the rebel government re- 
ally so unconscious of this barbarous warfare, 
that it confidently expects the respect and 
sympathy of the civilized world ? Is it re- 
ally so unconscious of vindictive cruelty, 
that it confidently expects a revulsion in its 
favor from a community whose fathers and 
brothers and sons He piled by thousands in 
pits and trenches, not on the battle-field but 
m the neighborhood of prisons and hos- 
pitals ? Is it really so unconscious of crime 
that it claims even the favorable judgment 
of Him, unto whom all hearts are open, from 
whom no secrets are hid, and who requires 
of man to deal justly and to love mercy ? Isit 
really anxious to stand before that bar whose 
final discrimination between good and evil 
it has been revealed, shall rest upon the sin- 
gle fact of humanity or inhumanity, vphether 
the passions of anger and hate have been con- 
trolled, whether enemies have been forgiven, 
whether privation and suffering have ken 
relieved ? In view of the powerless captive, 
hungry, naked, sick and wounded, does it re- 
ally await " the solemn and righteous arbitra- 
ment" of Him, to-day, who will hcreaftersav 
to the cruel and the unmerciful : 

" I was an hungred, and ye gave Mono 
meat : I was thirsty, and ye gave Me no 
drink : I was a stranger, and ye took Me not 
in : naked and ye clothed Me not: sick and 
in prison, and yo visited Me not " ? 

Let the Southern conscience listen I Ijetit 
remember that the judgment of Heaven isM 
the side of humanity, and against cruelty and 
oppression ; that a wrong done to a man is a 
wrong done to God, who will make the cause 
of the suffering His Own, and will avenge 
Himself on His enemies : 

" Verily, I sa^- unto you, Inasmuch a«]re 
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did it not to one of the least of these, ye did 
it not to Me I " 

And here the Commissioners leave the sub 
ject. Their inquiry was originated, and has 
been pursued, in the hope that it mi?;ht, by 
awakening further attention, be one of the 
means which would bring about an abandon- 
ment by the rebel government of its jirison 
aud hospital system. The many and simulta- 
neous exposures which have been made, may 
possibly induce, at least, a prudence which 
mav work the same result as a better motive. 
Already there are symptoms of some such 
movement, and of an admission, even at this 
late moment, of the misary that has been 
produced, a movement and admission wheth- 
er made from necessity or self-interest does 
not yet appear.* 

» It h.i3 not been thought necessary to allude to the 
Bobject of the suspension of the cartel of exchange, 
as it had buf little bearing on the points to be inves- 
tigated. But the lately published letter from Major 
General Butler, Commissioner of lixohange, to the 
Confederate Commissioner, Ould, is of interest and 
Importance at the present juncture. It will be found 
printed entire in the supplement. 

The following extract from General Butler's lettfr 
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But whatever the event may be, this in- 
3uiry will have worked its best purpose, \i 
Its facts should ever reach that nobler portion 
of the Southern people, who are really chiv- 
alrous and really religious, who have not 
been comniitted to these abuses, who have 
been kept in ignorance of them, and lead to 
a protest and revulsion that will compel their 
government to a repudiation of the miquity, 
and to a course more worthy of a civilized 
and christian people. 

has a connection with the above remark in the re- 
port: 

"I unite with you cordially, Sir, in desiring a 
speedy settlement of all these questions, in view of 
the great suffering endured by our prisoners in the 
hands of your authorities, of which you so feelingly 
speak. Let me ask, in view of that suffering, why you. 
have delayed eight months to answer a proposition, 
which, by now accepting, you admit to he rigM,just, 
and humane, allowing that suffeting to continue so 
long ? One cannot help thinking, even at the risk of 
being deemed uncharitable, that the benevolent sym- 
patlues of the Confederate authorities have been 
lately stirred by the depleted condition of their ar- 
mies, and a desire to get into the field, to effect the 
present campaign, the hale, hearty, and well-fed 
prisoners held by the United States, in exchange for 
the half-starved, sick, emaciated, and unserviceable 
soldiers of the United States now languishing lu 
your prisons." 



The following paper having been read before the Commission, by Dr. Wallace, it 
was, on motion of Dr. Delafield, adopted by the Commission, and ordered to be ap- 
pended to their Report. ' 
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^ZB^^^^V^^ ^ Man- Character of Food-Eelatlon of Food to Temperature -Ration 

o^f the Soldiers -Treatment of Rebel Pri^^^ at V S. Stations - Rations - Clottiing, Shelter and 
f"?l-gop<l'''onofKebel Prisoners -Treatment of Union Prisoners in Rebel Hands L Rations of 
Union Prisoners - Quantity of Ration -Character and Quality of the Ration -III Effects of the 
Eations- No Variety in rations of Union Prisoners— Comparison of rations of Union and of Rebel 
Pr s9ncr3 -- Consequence of Delicient Food -- Diseases Produced by Insufficient Food- Insufficient 
nutriment is Starvation --Privations other than of Food-Crowd Poisoning — Uncleanliness Com- 
pelled -- Condition of Union Prisoners - Clothing and Warmth vs. StarvatioS- The Sick and Feeble 
liable to Freeze — Men Frozen -- Numbers diseased as above — Management of the Sick — St-ir- 
vMion m Flanders -Cause of condition and Mortality of returned Union Prisoners — Treatment of 
H^^r^^i'^^x?"!" ??"T W'^^'i^'J" Hospitals for Union Prisoners -Mortality in U. S. A. 

&I^J"nf^?''h'''''^,''**T^^".? li'^c -Mortality at Andersonvllle- Mortality at Fort Delaware - 
Mortality at Johnson's Island— Additional Mortality— Kindness of Rebel Surgeons. 



To Dr. Valentine Mott, Chairman, etc. 
Mr. Chairman : — 

. According to the direction of the Com- 
inission, I lay before j'ou certain considera- 
tions relating to, the treatment adopted by 
the authorities of the States in rebellion to- 
wards United States soldiers held by them as 
.jttisonere of war, with the view of determin- 
ing the influence of this treatment upon the 
hygiene and mortality of its subjects. I shall 
ground my remarlcs upon the evidence ap- 



j)ended — upon the opinions of reliable scien- 
tific authorities — and to some, though slight 
degree, upon our own personal observation. 

Food. 

In investigating the subject before us, the 
question of food takes rank as of first im- 
portance ; and, in considering this point, there 
are certain well established facts relating to 
the subject of alimentation, to which we must 
refer. 
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Quantity of Food for a man. 
In deciding upon the quantity of food re- 
quisite for the due support of a man, Profes- 
sor Dalton* say3 that " any estimate of the j 
total quantity should state also the kind of ; 
food used," as ihe total quantity will necessa- j 
rily vary with the quality, since some articles ; 
contain much more alimentary material than j 
others." At^i Surgeon-General Hammondf 

Character of Food. | 
says, " it is necessary that the food of man 
should consist of a variety of subslances, in ] 
order that the several functions of the or- ' 
ganism may be properly carried on ; no fact 
in dietetics is better established than this." 
And Professor Dunglisonf speaks to the same 
end thus: "man is so organized as to be 
adapted for living on both animal and vege- 
table substances, and if we lay aside our 
mixed nutriment, and restrict ourselves whol- | 
ly to the products of the one or the other i 
kingdom, scurvy supervenes.§ _ ' 

Dalton states that the amount of solid food 
required during twenty-four hours by a man ( 
in full health and taking free exercise in the 
open air, is, of bread, nineteen ounces ; meat, 
sixteen ounces ; and butter, three and a half 
ounces ; in all, thirty-eight and a half ounces." 
Hammond places the amount of solid food 
"required to maintain the organism of a 
healthy adult American, up to the full meas- 
ure of physical and mental capability, at 
about forty ounces, of which two-thirds should 
be vegetable, and one-third animal." 

Moreover, due variety in the food is but 
second in importance to sufficient quantity. 
(See Pereira on foofl and diet.) In fact, the 
last named physiologist declares that " no 
matter how nutritious food may be, it is far 
better to exchange it for that even less nu- 
tritious, than to continue an unvarying same- 
ness." 

Relation of food to temperatura. 
And as to the relation of food to tempera- 
ture : " In temperate climates, the seasons 
exercise an influence, not only over the qual- 
ity, but the quantity of food taken into the sys- 
tem. TVIost persons eat more in winter than 
in summer. The cause is doubtless to be 
found in the fact, that, in cold weather a 
greaterquantityof respiratory food is required 
in order to keep up the animal beat, than in 
hot weather, when the external temperature 
more nearly approaches the temperature of 
the body.il " lie who is well fed," observes 

♦ Human Physiology, 
t Treatise on Hygiene, 
i Human Health. 

$ Professor Wood, In his Treatise on Practice of 
Medicine, doBnea Scurvy to be a disease in which 
" the blood is depraved, and the system debilitated, 
with a tendency to hemorrhage and to locai conges- 

tlOBS." 

tl Hammond's Hygiene. 



Sir John Ross, " resists cold bettcv than tbe 
man who is stinted, while the starvation from 
cold follows but too soon a starvation in food," 
And Sir John Franklin, in his narrative of a. 
journey to the Polar sea, writes, " no quanti. 
ty of clothing could keep us warm while we 
fasted." " In tropical climates and in hot 
seasons, the system requires a smaller quan. 
tity of food than in colder countries and in 
cold seasons." * Individuals whose business 
requires much bodily exertion, or that they 
should spend much of their time in the open 
air, eat more than those of sedentary habits, 
And we have, from the authority of Carpen. 
ter, in his work on Human Physiology, that 
" a considerable reduction in the amount of 
food sufficient for men in regular active ex. 
ercise, is, of course, admissible where little 
bodily exertion is required, and where there 
is less exposure to low temperatures." 

Ration of the soldier. 
The ration of the British Soldier is. at' 
home stations, sixteen ounces of bread and 
twelve ounces of uncooked meat ; at foreign 
stations, four ounces more of meat are al- 
lowed. Any extras ai-e bought by the sol- 
dier out of his own funds. The French sol- 
dier in the Crimea had forty-two and five- 
eighths ounces of solid food, about ten and a 
half ounces of which were animal, the rest 
vegetable. In time of peace his ration is 
less. " The American soldier is better fed 
than any other in ^he world. This is proved 
by tiie healthy condition of the troops. Scur- 
vy, one of the frst dL<ieases to make its ap- 
pearance when the food ii of inferior qualilij, 
has prevailed to so slight an extent, &c."t 
His ration of solid foorlj is about fifty-two and 
a half ounces, with a fair range for varielf, 
and extra issues of pickles, fruits, and specisi 
vegetables, are made, when the medical offi- 
cers deem them necessary. This ration is 
more than the man is generally able to con- 
sume, and the surplus is resold to the govern- 
ment for his benefit. 

Treatment of Rebel Prisoners at U. S. Stations,- 
Rations. 

The rations issued for the rebel soldiers 
held by our government as prisoners of T?ar, 
were the same as for the United _ States gar- 
rison troops and soldiers on active service, 
except the bread ration, which was fonr 
ounces less ; and the amount given, was, of 
solid food, forty-three ounces, besides extra 
vegetables, etc., sometimes, which were (see 
Captain Clark's evidence) procured by m 
of the surplus, as above noted in the case of 
the Federal troops. No material change 
made until the first of June, 1864, since 
which date the amount given was reduced to 

• Pereira, Food and Diet. 

{Hammond's Hygiene. , . , 

Aisnmlng soft bread and baah beef as the taau. 
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thirty-four and a half ounceg, while the range 
for variety of articles remained unchanged, 
and from the excess of the rations issued, the 
surplus fund for the use of the prisoners was 
larger than before. That this amount will 
be 'sufficient for comfort and health in the 
warm weather, and under the inactive life of 
the prisoner, we must infer from the state- 
ments of Pcreira, Hammond, and Carpenter 
(above), and may likewise consider proven 
by the fact, that at Fori, Delaware, even in 
the cold weather of the past winters, the 
prisoners could not consume all that was 
given ihero, and that large quantities of food 
were secreted, and wasted by them.* By 
authority of the War Department, the same 
Regulations as are observed at all sta- 
tions, where prisoners of war are held,f and 
of course at all such stations, the same gen- 
eral condition of things must prevail. 

Clothing, shelter, and fuel. 
Oar evid'^ncc exhibits that all needful 
dolJdng and blankets, in some cases even to 
excess, as well as good and adequate shelter, 
with sufficient fuel, for comfortable warmth, 
were furnished bythe United States Govern- 
ment to the rebel prisoners. 

Condition of Rebel Prisoners. 
In our visit to Fort Delaware we passed 
through the barracks and enclosures contain- 
ing about eight thousand prisoners. We ob- 
served that these men were in good physical I 
condition, and presented the aspect of health 
and strength ; as was the case at other sta- 
tions, as seen by the appended evidence. 
The careful attention to cleanliness urged, 
and sometimes even enforced, by the United 
States officers in charge, doubtless contributes 
to their general good condition in no small 
degree. We were unable to observe any dif- 
ference between the treatment of the rebels 
and the United States soldiers in the hospi- 
tal at Fort Delaware, or in Lincoln Hospital 
near Washington. The evidence proves the 
Bame arrangements of ward, and bed, and 
diet, to have been made, with all other nec- 
essary appliances, for the rebel as for the 
Union soldier, in the time of sickness, at all 
stations where prisoners of war are held by 
the United States Government. 

Treatment of Union Prisoners in rebel hands. 

^yiien we come to investigate the testimo- 
ny in relation to the treatment of United 
States soldiers while prisoners in the hands 
of the rebels, we find a most serious differ- 
ence froja the state cf things above described. 

Rations of Union prisoners. 
We learn from those returned that the ra- 

*,Sec al.'o letter from Quartermaster-Generai 
KOifffl, apperdcd. 
* See Apptudix. 



tions given them varied at different fimeaand 
places, but their declarations all concur in 
this, that they had not food enough to sus- 
tain their strength, nor "to satisfy their hun- 
ger ; and though these men were held cap- 
tive at various times, and for a varying peri- 
od, and at various places, yet their average 
statements ar». the same with little limitation. 

Quantity of ration. 
Wlieat bread was given to some of them for 
a short time, but the bread was generally 
made of corn meal. The largest daily ration 
of wheat bread, of which we have evidence, 
would weigh about eleven (11) ounces, and 
the smallest but little more than three (3) 
ounces. The largest daily ration of corn 
bread was in bulk from thirty-one (31) to 
thirty-two (32) cubic inches, representing 
rather more than twelve (12) ounces of corn 
meal, while the smallest represented but four 
(4) ounces. The ration of meat was, in a 
few instances, from four (4) to six (6) ounces, 
but generally about two ounces, though in 
some cases it was less than this. 

The meat was irregularly given ; not often 
daily, and to some, only at intervals of days, 
or even several weeks, and when meat was 
served, the bread was, in many instances, 
diminished. 

About' half o, pint of soup, containing 
sweet potato, or generally beans or peas in 
amount about two ounces, was sometimes 
j given, with or without meat in different 
cases. The beans and peas were occasion- 
ally given raw and dry. 

The maximum amount of solid food for 
one day, described, was . . 10 oz. bread. 

6 oz. beef. 

With half a pint of soup made 
of the water in which the 
beef was boiled, and con- 
taining about two ounces of 
beans or peas, and, therefore 
representing 2 oz. 

Total, 18 oz. 

The minimum amount was 

about 4 oz. bread. 

1 oz. beef. 

Total, 5 oz. 

And BO between five (5) and eighteen (18) 
ounces the ratrons varied, and in the article 
of meat, especially, was the great deficiency. 

Character and Quality of the Ration. 
But it is necessary to note the character 
also of the rations. The quality of the 
wheat bread appears to have been good, 
but that of the corn bread decidedly the 
reverse. It was made of meal which was 
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coarsely ground and rough, contained all 
the hull (or bran), often whole grains of 
corn, with fragments of cob or of husk in- 
termingled ; frequently ill-baked, or over- 
baked, and sour and musty withal. 

The soup was, by universal declaration 
of the witnesses, repulsive in odor and dis- 
gusting in flavor. It appears to have been 
made of the water in which the beef was 
boiled. Gravel and sand were the least 
objectionable of the impurites found in it. 

The beans and peas issued were generally 
worm-ealen, and contained these insects in 
qijiantities, so that they would be floating 
ou the surface, or intermixed throughout 
the mass of soup and beans. 

HI effects of tho Kationa. 

Dunglison, in the work before quoted, 
says that " Cori\ bread, with those unaccus- 
tomed to its use, is apt to produce diarrhcca, 
in conse(juence prohahly of tho presence of 
the husk,* with which it is always more or 
less mixed, &e.," and it is " but little adapted 
for those liable to bowel aficctions, &c. And 
Dr. Hassall says, " In those unaccustomed 
to its use, maize is considered to excite 
and to keep up a tendency to diarrhoea." 

Every one is aware of the laxative influ- 
ence of so-called bran bread,t which is due 
to the physical action of the hull of the 
^rain upon the delicate lining membrane of 
tne stomach and bowels, acting thereupon 
as an excitant or irritant, though tempered 
by the bland influence of the wheaten 
flour. Now what must be the result when 
the meal is of corn, and coarse, and intermix- 
ed with hull and grain entire, with husk and 
cob in • fragments, among* our Northern 
troops, who are, for the most part, " unaccus- ' 
tomed to the use of corn meal " ? We see by 
the evidence, that some of the men observed 
the influence of this bread, in producing the 
diarrhoea with which so many were afflicted. 

The character of the soup, as above de- 
scribed, would stamp it as entirely unfit for 
food, and upon men already suQering from 
diarrhcca, the evil influence of such a com- 
pound is but too plainly to be imagined. 
The evidence shows that some could not eat 
it, though hungiy to starvation. 

No variety in Rations of Union Prisoners. 

Tho average amount of meat allowed was 
so small that it is not v.orthy of special con- 
sideration ; and as to the variety and change 
of diet, upon which all physiologists lay so 
great stress, — it is not in the Record, — there 
was none of it. 

* Prof. DunRlison inforrafi me that by the word 
hutk, he intends to imply tiiat which is commonly 
(J>>nominatc(l bran. 

t tic« Percira, Food and Diet. 



Comparison of rations of Union and of Kebel prfi. 
ouers. 

How do these amounts and qualities com. 
pare with the maximum forty-three ounces, 
or the minimum thirty-four and a half oun- 
ces,' of standard Government food, of excel- 
lent quality, and abundant room ibr variety, 
and extra issue of fresh vegetables accordino 
to necessity, which the United States Govern- 
mcnt allows its prisoners? The questioa 
may be answered by contrasting the exhaust- 
ed, the attenuated, the melancholy, the im- 
becile, the dying, and the dead. Union eoI- 
diers, returning home from Kichmond, with 
tho cheerful, healthy, and vigorous South- 
erners, held at, or released from, the variouj 
United States stations referred to in the ap- 
pended testimony. 

Consequence of deficient food. 

Let us look now at the consequence of d^ 
ficicncy of food, as explained by studenta 
and observers of the subject. 

In the Medical and Surgical history of the 
British army which served in Turkey and 
the Crimea, we find that " during Januarj-, 
1855, by the deficiency of food, the efficien- 
cy of the whole army was seriously com. 
promised. Disease was simply the more overt 
manifiistation of a pathological state of the 
system, which was all but universal, and 
merely indicated the worst grades of it. Fe- 
ver and affections of the horccls represented 
the forms in which morbid actions were usu- 
ally presented, while gangrene and scurcy 
indicated those jirivalions and thai cxpomt 
from which these diseases were mainly de- 
rived." Again, " in starvation the tissues of 
the body are consumed for the production of 
heat, and rapid loss of weight is the conse- 
quttnce. Q'he other vital processes all in- 
volve decomposition of the substance i" o^ 
gans, and add to the loss which the body un- 
dergoes. From insufficient food for a fan 

Diseases produced by insufficient food. 
icecks, disease is almost invariably induced; 
typhus and typhoid fever, scurvy and ancemia 
are the conscf juenccs." * Dr. Carpenter, in 
his Human I'liysiology. says, " tlie prisoners 
confined in I^Iill Bank' Penitentiary, in 1823, 
who had previously received an allowance 
of from thirty-one to thirty-three ounces of 
dry nutriment daily, had this allowance sud- 
denly reduced to twenty-one ounces,— ani- 
mal food being almost entirely excluded from 
the diet scale. They were at the same time 
subjected to a low grade of temperature, and 
to considerable exertion ; in the course of o 
few weeks the health of a large proportion 
of the inmates began to give wav. The first 
symptoms were loss of color, anS diminiitioa 
of health and strength, subsequently diar- 

* Uamraoud's Hyg'.one. 
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rluea, dysentery, scurvy, and lastly adynamic 
fevers, or headache, vertigo, convulsions, 
maniacal delirium, apoplexy, &c. After 
death, ulcerations of the raucous lining of 
the alimentary canal were very commonly 
found ; fifty-two per cent, were thus afieeted. 
That the reduction of the allowance of food 
was the main source of the epidemic, was 
proved, * * * &c." 

Insufficient nutrition is starvation. 

We appeal here to Chossat's Inquiries, re- 
sulting in the proof of this curious effect of 
insufficient nutriment, that it produces an in- 
capability of digesting even the small amount 
consumed. " So that, in the end, the results 
are the same as those of entii-e deprivatioi, of 
food, the total amount of loss being almost 
exactly identical, but its rate being less." 

* rrivations other than of food. 

But in ad<lition to a starvation diet, our 
evidence furnishes proof of confinement to 
overcrowded rooms, without proper ventila- 
tion—of want of clothing — want of shelter — 
and denial of suitable means of warmth, 
whether by Uankets or by/ue/,and this even 
during the fall, winter, and spring just 
passca. 

CrOT.-d-Poisoning. 
" Overcrowding, imperfect ventilation, and 
mnt of cleanliness, are three conditions usu- 
ally associated, and may be designated by 
the single term Crcwd-Poisoning." * The 
evidence exhibits that about twenty square 
fcet was, in some instances, all the superficial 
space permitted to each man confined in pris- 
on. And, ou Belle Isle, it would appear that 
for a time there was little variation from the 
same area. " The air of crowded camps and 
habitations becomes contamin3>od tlirough 
emanations given off during rer.pi ration, 
through effluvia from the skin, and by the 
decomposition of the various excreta. The 
nitrogenizcd matter carried into the air from 
the ^in, and the products arising from the 
decomposition of the excreta, are sources of 
deadly mischief. The effects of overcrowd- 
bg are not only manifested by the increased 
violence and the adynamic character of all 
diseases occurring among those exposed, but 
the development and severity of the ady- 
namic fevers appear particularly connected 
with this cause."! And again, "To the or- 
ganic matters emanating from the human 
body, more than to any other cause, the in- 
jurious results of overcrowding are to bo as- 
cribed." 

" The proofs are ample, that the emanations 
from the human body are of a decidedly del- 
eterious character^ when present in Jargo 

• Woodward ; Camp Diseases, 
t Woodward. 



amounts in the atmosphere inhaled. They 
are absorbed by the clothing, and even the 
walls of the room take them up and retain 
them for a long time." * "If animals be kept 
crowded together in ill-ventilated apartments, 
they speedily sicken." f " The continued res- 
piration of an atmosphere charged with the 
exhalations of the lungs and skin is the most 
potent of all the predisposing causes of dis- 
ease." X 

Uncleanllness compelled. 

Dut Dr. Woodward alludes to " want of 
cleanliness " as one of the elements of ordi- 
nary crowd-poisoning. Far more than oixli- 
nary was this "want "in the rebel prisons, 
especially on Belle Isle. A reference to the 
evidence will show that accumulation of filth 
of the most noisome character was compelled 
by prison discipline ; that important accom- 
modations were denied during the night 
hours, resulting in unavoidable soiling of the 
quarters of the prisoners, while the means 
of bathing, though convenient, were to so 
great an extent denied the prisoners, as to 
produce, in a large number of them, a con- 
dition of the skin, which is not only a disease 
in itself, but is also a cause of disorders vari- 
ous and grave. § 

Condition of Union Prisoners. 

We observed the surface of the bodies of 
a number who suffered, thus ; it wa&of-mosfc 
remarkable aspect, appearing as though it 
had been covered with a heavy coat of com- 
mon varnish, which had dried, and cracked, 
and was pealing up in scales of every size. 
To the touch, it was as sand-paper of iiTeg- 
ular quality. The cuticle — ^both effete and 
living — lay in masses, separated by fissures 
of varying extent and depth, tl.rough which 
watery and bloody fluids were seen exuding. 
The soles of the feet were like the sole of a 
plasterer's shoe — white, brown and yellow ; 
the cuticle dried and broken, and laminated 
variously. * 

The functions of the skin, upon which 
physiologists lay so great stress, are. here al- 
most entirely unperformed, and hence we 
have " gastric disturbances, and diarrhoeas," 
with suppression of that aeration of blood — 
that true respiration, which, physiologists tell 
us, takes place through the skin. Hence the 
lungs are overtaxed, and congestions arc in- 
duced. And when to this wo add the 
depraved state of the blood of the sufferers, 
and their exposures to cold, and wet, and 
storm, by day and night, we have, in full 
quantity, those general and special condi- 

* Hammond, 
t Dunglison. 
i Carpenter. 

9 See Surgeon Ely's evidence. 
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tioQs, -which induce pulmonary diseases of 
every grade and character. 

Clothing and warmtlf v«. starvation. 

On the question of clothing and warmth ; 
from what has been shown above, a corollary 
is directly deducible, viz.: That if foo<l be 
in limited quantity, low temperature should 
be avoided, and external warmth duly main- 
tdned. " Artificial warmth may be made to 
take the place of nourishment otherwise re- 
quired. And there is adequate ground for 
considering death by starvation, as really 
death from cold. The temperature of the 
body is maintained with little diminution till 
the fat is consumed, and then rapidly falls, 
unless it be kept up by heat externally ap- 
plied." * Now not only was external heat 
not granted by the rebels to their prisoners, 
but their blankets, were generally taken from 
t)iem, as also some of their personal clothing. 
The sick and feeble liable to freezing. 

Further, *' the sick and feehle will not hear 
the low temperature, which, to those in good 
condition, acts as a healthful stimulant. In 
diteases attended with deficient power ^ of cir- 
cvlalion, congelation of the tissues is liable to 
occur, from the effects of a temperature 
which could not give rise to it in a healthy 
subjqot." We see that diarrhoea, scurvy, — 
and these two dif=order3 existing coincidently 
" in the majority of cases of diarrhoea," — 
congestion of the lungs of atonic character, 
and " debilitas," (as the medical records of 
the hospital have it,) ail stand out promi- 
nently in the evidence, as being an aimost 
constant condition among those who have 
been prisoners in Danville, Va., Richmond, 
Va., and especially on Belle Isle. The au- 
thorities hereinbefore quoted show that these 
fonnidabi'e disorders are the legitimate ofT- 
spring of the treatment to which our men 
have beon subjected whil-o in the hands of 
the rebels. Shall we be surprised that dis- 
eases obey the laws of their production, or 
that they t'ourish,' luxuriant and rank, in a 
soil specially prepared for their reception ? 
And are not all these " diseases attended 
with deficient power of circulation " ? Are 
not the subjects of the same " sick and fee- 
ble " V Is it all surprising that they cannot 
bear the low temperature of a winter on Belle 
Isle, — clad only m worn-out or scanty cloth- 
ing,— with inadequate or with no shelter, — 
with little fire, or generally none at all, — and 
having no resting place but the ground, in mud 
and frost and snow? Nay, is it not a cause 
for wonder that "congelation of the tissues" 
was not even more common among them ? 
Our evidence tells of many men freezing on 
Belle Isle, to loss of limb, and more, of life. 

♦ Curpenter. 



Men frozen. 
We saw cases of " amputation by frost," 
at the United States Hospitals, at Baklmoi^, 
and Annapolis, and the " Quarterly Keport 
of the hospitals for the Federal prisoners, 
Richmond, Va.," (appended,) shows that of 
two thousand seven hundred and seventy, 
nine patients admitted in January, February, 
and March, 18G4, there were fifteen cases 
of gelatio, (or freezing,) and filly of gan- 
greno from frozen feet ! And from the same 

Kumbers diseased as above, 
document we find that two thousand one 
hundred and twenty-one, out of ths two 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-nine, 
were affected with debility, adynamic fevers, 
diarrhoea, dyseniery, diseases of the chest, 
and scurvy — the very effei-ts proved above 
to be produced by starvation, cold, o»e^ 
crowding, filth, and exposure; and, as al- 
ready mentioned, the testimony of the United 
States surgeons at Annapolis and Baltimore 
shows that the great majority of our soldiers 
received from rebel prisons suffered under 
the same affections. These surgeons further 

Management of the sick, 
declare, that these diseases did not yield to 
ordinary medical treatment ; that they were 
most successfully managed by " nulUfijing the 
cause," that is, 'by nutrition and stimulation, 
with especial attention to cleanliness and 
fresh air, medical agencies being only acces- 
sories, and sometimes not resorted to at all. 
Starvation in Flanders. 
M. Fleury (cours d'hygiene) says: "Sous 
le nom dc fevre de famine, M. de Meersman 
a trace un tableau complet et methodiquede 
I'e'lat morbide que deoeloppe I' alimentation in- 
suffisante, et qu'il dit avoir observe en 1846 
ct 18-17 dans les Flandrcs beiges." He then 
recounts the article, which is too long to bear 
quotation here, but it is a most singularly ac- 
curate description of that which our soldiers 
returned from rebel prisons state in rejjard 
to their own feelings and sufferings, — of those 
conditions which the United Slates surgeons 
at the Baltimore and Annapolis hospitals 
have delineated to us, — and which we wit- 
nessed and observed in our visits to the insti- 
tutions above mentioned. 

Cause of condition and mortality of returned Unloa 
prisoners. 

It is Utterly incorrect to charge the bodily 
attenuation, the mental imbecility, and the 
startling mortality which prevail so largely 
among the men from the prisons of the Soutli, 
upon the mere diseases of which tliey are the 
subjects. If a man swallow a poisonous 
dose of arsenic, he will suller pain, vomiting, 
diarrhoea, hoemorrhages, and convulsions, 
even unto death; are these "more overt 
manifestations,"— these necessary consequcn- 
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(jes of the morbific agent applied,— to be 
considered as the causes of the death ? Or 
shall we go to the true first cause direct, and 
gay " the man died by poisoning by arsenic " r* 

So have our men died, — fi-om cold and 
exposure, from crowd poisoning, from starva- 
tion and from privation, -while the way to 
death was roughly paved with disease of 
body and of mind, — mere minor manifesta- 
tions of those allied powers of evil. 

Treatment of sick Union prisoners. 

But we further find a similar treatment, — 
similar in kind, though modified in de^ee, — 
dealt out to the wounded and the sick on 
Belle Isle and in Richmond. The evidence 
of those who have been under the care of the 
gupieons at these stations is corroborated by 
the" testimony of Colonel Farnsworth, and 
by that of Surgeons Ferguson and Richards. 
The latter lay stress upon the offensive, and 
"utterly unfit," character of the beds and 
beddin"-, and declare that the diet was " en- 
tirely insuflicient to give them a proper 
chance of recovery," and state further that 
there was a deficiency of medical supjilies in 
the hospital for Federal prisoners, while the 
evidence is before us that at General Hospi- 
tal No. 4, Richmond, the Confederate soldier 
had " as much good food as he could eat, with 
good bedding and sheets;" and evidence to 
the same end appears in relation to " Con- 
federate hospitals in the field." 
Mortality in Rebel Hospitals for Union Prisoners. 

Od the subject of the mortality of Union 
prisoners in rebel hands, we find that the 
" Quarterly Report," above referred to, ex- 
hibits a record, which, though startling and 
fearful, is j'ct easily explained by the fore- 
going considerations. For what can be ex- 
pected of men worn out, almost unto death, 
D}- the want of those things which are nec- 
essary for the body,— and then further re- 
duced by disease, — when subjected to such 
privations and noxious influences as tliose 
described by Surgeons Ferguson and Rich- 
ards? This "Report" shows a mortality 
among the sick of rather more than fifty per 
cent 1 * How does this compare with that at 
tho United States General Hospital at 
Annapolis which is only eighteen pgr cent ? 

Mortality In U. S. A. Hospital. 
Yet the cases at Annapolis were all brought 
by flag-of-truce boat from City Point, Virgin- 
ia, and were of the same general class as 
those in the " Hospitals for the Federal Pris- 
oners, Richmond, Virginia." 

Mortality at BcUo Isle. 
Further, we find that " a Confederate 
official, whose evidence cannot be questioned, 
declared that of the numbers remaining at 

• Four deaths only occurred from wounds. 



Belle Isle, then about eight thousand (8,000), 
about twenty-five died daily, and that it 
would be but a few weeks before the deatha 
would count fifty a day." From this, we 
have a mortality at Belle Island in a ratio of 
one hundred-and fourteen per cent, per year, 
with double this amount in prospect. 

Mortality at Andersonville. 
Again ; the Macon Journal and Messen- 
ger says that " there are now over twenty- 
seven thousand (27,000) prisoners at Ander- 
sonville, Georgia, among whom the deaths 
are from fifty to sixty a day," or in a ratio of 
about from sixty-eight to eighty-one per cent, 
per year.* 

Mortality at Fort Delaware. 
Turn now to the mortality among the reb- 
el prisoners at Fort Delaware, where, in ad- 
dition to the more ordinary causes of sick- 
ness and death among soldier-prisoners, we 
find " small-pox, the majority of the prison- 
ers not having been vaccinated before they 
came here." Also, a " prostrated condition 
of the prisoners from Vicksburg. a great 
many of whom had to be carried, on their 
arrival here, from the boat to the hospital, 
and many of whom represented that they 
had been limited to half and quarter rations 
during the siege of Vicksburg ; " and pris- 
oners from Vicksburg and the Mississippi 
Valley laboring under miasmatic influences, 
under which a great number of them died." 
Yet with all these extra causes of death, the 
mortality for the entire year just closed, 
amounts to less than twenty-nine per cent., and 
when these special causes ceased to exist, it 
diminished rapidly, and during the three 
months of April, May, and June, it had fal- 
len to below a ratio of ten and a half per cent, 
per year, and was still diminishing, while the 
sum total of priscJners was yet increasing. 

Mortality at Johnson's Island. 
Again; at Johnson's Island, Sandusky 
bay, Ohio, — the climate of which station has 
been stigmatized by our enemies as insalu- 
brious, and in high degree pernicious to the 
constitution of the Southerner, — the deaths 
among the rebel prisoners during the year 
1863, with the prevalence of measles and 
small-pox, amounted to less than nine per 
cent.; and during May and June of this 
year, there were but six deaths, that is, in 
tho ratio of less than two per cent, per year. 

By such contrasts of mortality at United 
States stations, and at rebel stations, argu- 
ment and comment are struck dumb. 

* Sine© this was written a sworn statement has 
come to our hands, (a copy of which will be found 
in tho Supplement,) wlieuce it appears that the 
mortality at Andersonville had increased rapidly, 
and had advanced in fact to a ratio from one hun- 
dred and thirty -fve to one hundred andfftij-ttcoper 
cent, per year. 
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Additional Slortality. 
Tiiere are still otherts, who are destiued to 
fall victims to what we are compelled by the 
evidence to consider a carefully devised plan 
for the destruction of Union soldiers, by weap- 
ons as surely, though not so mercifully, fa- 
tal, as shot and shell and bayonet. We refer 
to such, as, being broken down in mind and 
intellect, and vitiated in bodily vigor, and [ 
diseased beyond hope of recovery, by all the 
morbific causes which the rebel authorities 
have arrayed against them during their im- 
prisonment, — and who being discharged from 
their country's service for disability, — will, in 
weeks and months to come, swell the local 
lists of mortality in the districts of their own 
homes. 



CRUELTIES OF REBEL AUTHORITIES. 



Kindness of licbcl Surgeons, 
We have been much gratified tc find, not 
only from the sworn testimonj', but from pri- 
vate conversation with a very largo number 
of our returned prisoners, that the treatment 
and attention they received at the hands of 
the rebel surgeons was kind and sympathia- 
ing ; their necessities were evidently as faith- 
fully ministered to by these medical officers, 
(with one exception only), as the provision 
made by the authorities of the rebel govern- 
ment would allow. 



Respectfully submitted, 



ELLERSLIE WALLACE. 



July, 1864. 



TO THE READERS OF THE LIVING AGE, 

AFTER THEY SEULLL HAVE PERUSED THE EEPOET OF THE SAKITAKY COMMITTEB 



Now that you have read — with a sorrow 
and indignation which words cannot speak, 
and which can only be expressed by teare, 
and sobs, and teeth closely set together — 
the record of cruelties inflicted upon your 
fathers, and brothers, and sons who went 
forth ac the call of their country to uphold 
her Constitution and Laws, — it is important 
that you should have a clear knowledge of 
the origin of these horrors. 

They seem to have been prompted by 
fiendish malignity and ingenuity. But the 
perpetrators did not arise from the bottom- 
less pit. They were born of women. They 
were originally like yourselves. And if sub- 
jected to the same temptations, you would 
become even as they are, and as many 
Northern men have already become. 

These human beings (for such they are) 
have had their worst propensities magnified 
and inflamed by the possession of despotic 
and irresponsible power. . Cut off, by their 
own intolerance and fierceness, from the so- 



ciety of all who believe iu the Declaration 
of Independence, and from the influence 
of the public opinion of Christendom (of 
which they heard only enough to irritate 
them), they have herded together, and hare 
" bred in and in " their defiance of the laws 
of God and man, and their hatred and era- 
city, until they seem to have been delivered 
over to believe that they have a Divine right 
to do as they please, not only to their slaves, 
but to all mankind who difler from them. 

These effects have legitimately flowed fim 
Slaver}'. You must remove the cause, if you 
wish to have peace and union. 

But this cause removed, by the blessing 
of Almighty God upon our armies, we shall 
dwell tc^ether in safety. The Capital and 
Industry of the Free States Avill make the 
South the Garden of America; will make 
her production an hundred-fold ; and once 
more, 

" As a band of brothers joined, 
~ Peaco and safety wo shall And." 
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TO THO 

REPOET OF THE SANITARY COMMITTEE: 

BKmO THB 

EVIDENCE TAKEN BT THE COMMISSION 

fiBIATQfO TO 

TREATMENT OF UNION PRISONERS BY THE REBELS. 



EVIDENCE OP OEPICERS AND SOLDIERS OP THE UNITED STATES AEMY* 
EETUENED APTER CONFINEMENT IN EEBEL PEISONS. 



Testimony taken at Annapolis, Martjland, at 
Uniied States Army General Hospital, Di- 
vision No. 1, May 31, A.D. 1864. 

CoMMissioxERS PRESENT. — Dr. Valen- 
tine Mott, Dr. Edward Delafield, Gouveraeur 
M. Wilkins, Esq., Dr. Ellerslio Wallace, 
Hon. J. I. Clarke Hare, Kcv. Treadwell 
Walden. 

TESTIMONY OF PRIVATES AND NON-COM- 
MISSIONED OFFICERS. 

Private Joseph Gkidek, sworn and ex- 
amined : — 
I come from East Tennessee, near Knox- 
villc ; enlisted in the 3d East Tennessee in- 
fantry. I was taken prisoner near home, 
betrayed by a citizen, 30th October, 18G3. 
I was taken to Atlanta, Georgia, and then 
taken to Richmond. I am fifty-eight years 
of age ; my health was pretty good when I 
iwas last captured. The Srst time I was 
balled and chained at Macon, Georgia. I 
escaped from Macon, Georgia; was taken 
as a spy ; some papers found on me — re- 
cruiting papers. Was put in Libby Prison 
first, kept there about three •weeks, then was 
removed to Danville. I first e^^caped Au";ust 
31st, and afterwards was retaken. I then 
had my uniform on as I had before when I 
""Vi taken as a spy. When I reached Rich- 
mond my health was only tolerable good, 

♦ The term " United States Array " la used here 
tnd clHewhcrc for convenience, oud iacludcs both 
the regular and volunteer service. 



which was occasioned by the treatment I had 
previously received. During while I was 
escaping I lived on stolen corn and stolen 
pigs ; I broiled the meat in the mountains ; I 
was in Libby about three weeks; was in 
Danville over five months. Left Danville 
16th of April to come here. 

In Libby my daily ration was corn bread 
— very rough. It was not sieved — plenty 
of whole grains in it; (witness gives the 
measure, which amounts to about 31 f cubic 
inches). Tl^ere w^ere corn husks also in the 
bread as large as my two fingers. I kept a 
journal, but it was taken from me ; it was in 
the haversack. Had meat sometimes, about 
every other day, about two ounces. The 
bread weighed from a half pound to three- 
quarters — for two men — as some of our men 
weighed it. I could have eat up my rations 
and my partner's and not had enough at that, 
when I was well. It was just the diet that 
made mo sick ; the bread was not done half 
the time. 

Everythino; was taken from me but my 
dress coat, snirt, pants and boots ; slept on 
the floor; walked many a night to keep 
warm ; there were two hundred and fourteen 
men in the room I staid in ; we laid close to- 
gether, about a foot apart. 

Rations at Libby not the same as at Dan- 
ville ; at Danville we got black bread, which 
wc drew until it gave out, then we had corn 
bread. There were lots of men who walked 

t Representing n fraction more than twelve ounces 
of raw corn mcui. 
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all night to keep rm. At Danville we got 
bi<T'<»er of the bUic.v cread than common; I 
threw it up, I couldn't eat it. It is made of 
cane seed ; I never knew it to be eaten be- 
fore. I wa3 in Danville about four weeks 
before the diarrhoea came on me ; I had lost 
flesh before and since my capture. My 
healthy weight is from two hundred and 
twelve to two hundred and fourteen pounds. 

I went into the hospital when I had the 
diarrhoea ; there got pea-soup and a slice of 
white bread, size of half my hand. I found 
bugs in the soup, that was boiled out of the 
peas. I was there twelve days before they 
gave me any medicine, or told me what was 
the matter with me. 

My diarrhoea had stopped some time be- 
fore 1 was exchanged ; 1 afterwards had the 
pleurisy. I have gained flesh since I came 
here. They abuse the Tennesseans worse 
than other prisoners. Our food was about 
tlie same. 

They would not let you look out the wm- 
dows. They shot seven men for looking out ; 
one was shot on my floor ; his name was Ro- 
bert McGill; he got well; he had jusf put 
his hand out to throw out some water. 

It was warm enough in the day-time when 
we were stirring about. Sometimes we were 
allowed to go to the privy and sometimes we 
were not. We have been kept from it so 
much as three days, until we fouled the floor 
— this was for punishment for taking a little 
slat or such thin*, by those who were on the 
lower floor. I can eat two such corn cakes 

as I got 

^ JOSEPH GRIDER. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
May 3lBt, 1804. 

D. P. Browx, Jr., 

United States Commissioner. 

Private Jacksox O. Broshers, sicorn and 
examined: — • , 
Age, twenty years; height, six feet one 
inch; ordinary weight from one hundred 
and seventy to one hundred and seventy-flve 
pounds. I have weighed but one hundred 
and sixty pounds ; improved for a while in 
weight in the army. I enlisted from Spencer 
county, Indiana, in the 65th Indiana ; cap- 
tured December IGth; in prison at Belle 
Isle, and at Pemberton buildings in Rich- 
Biond. 

Was clad with great coat and blanket 
when taken. They were taken, from me; 
they gave me no "blankets or covering. I 
wore a jacket, shirt, drawers, &c., whiie in 
prison. The prison was not a very good 
place to stay ; it was a tent ; I staid in it at 
Belle Isle ; the rain came in ; suffered from 
the cold ; it was cold weather ; had some 
little fire i&n of the time ; 1 had a Siblev 



tent very much torn ; the fire was in the 
centre. 

I saw a good many men — over three 
hundred — without shelter for some weeks; 
I slept on an old coat I got from a rebel; 
no man ever said he was comfortable in pris- 
on; our men would sleep upon what they 
could get ; I have a chronic diarrhoea ; had 
corn bread in prison ; before I came away 
they gave us more ; I had enough for a while 
of such as was given us ; no whole grains in 
my bread; it was white corn bread; had 
pork once ; don't know how often I had 
beef ; don't think seven times ; was in Belle 
Isle about two and a half months; got a 
piece of meat about the size of my two fin- 
gers. I judge it had worms in it by the 
holes I saw; before I came away, I got 
enough of such as it was, but at first I 
did not. 

I lost my strength I think for the want of 
food ; it was a month and a half that we had 
no meat ; had not been sick before I entered 
the army; most of the men complained of 
being liungry ; they appeared ravenous wbea 
the rations were brought in. 

I have gained strength since I have been 
here ; I have the diarrhoea ; had it about two 
weeks before I came from prison ; I think I 
lost my strength before the diarrhoea began ; 
lost my flesh afterward; the worst of my 
weakness was after the diarrhoea commenc- 
ed ; could not have walked three miles with- 
out resting before the diarrhoea came on. 

I did not suffer from the want of air, but 
the want of room ; I suffered from cold a 
great deal; about fourteen to fifteen men 
sleep in a Sibley tent in our army. 

I got some cracl^rs that they said came 
from the Sanitary Commission, a cap, over- 
coat and canteen ; the other men got some 
clothing, too, that they said came from the 
Sanitary Commission. 

My rations were somewhat less than this 
bible.* 

JACKSON O. BROSHERS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me. 
May 3lBt, 1801. 

D. P. Brown, Jr., 

United States Coramissioner. 

Corporal Wili-iam M. Smith, sworn and 
examined : — 
I am twenty-two years old; from Ken- 
tucky ; enlisted in the 8th Kentucky regiment 
September 24th, 1861 ; was captured Sep- 
tember 20th, 1863 ; taken to Richmond, Vl^ 
ginia; was captured at the battle of Chat- 
tanooga. 

I was put in Smith's building, after being 
• Which Iwing measured, contains 31 J cubic Inchei. 
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BOine six (lays at Belle Isle ; in Smith's build- 
\n(r about two months. 

Ilad on good clothes when taken in ; they 
took blankets and oil cloth, extra shirt and 
drawers, &c!., Irom me ; while we were in 
Richmond, there were some Sanitary clothes 
seut there ; they were needed mighty bad ; 
the rebels have taken a heap of Sanitary 
clothinn;, I think. 

At Belle Isle, laid out on the np':ed 
ground ; it rained some two days. 

I took the small-pox in Danville ; I was 
ihen taken to the hospital ; I wore the same 
clothing I had before I got it; I wore the 
Bame clothes when I came on here ; I believe 
I had a shirt and ray dress coat washed ; I 
washed my drawers myself. 

I came here the second of May. 

My health was pretty good when taken 

C" ioner ; when I left I was taken out of the 
pital ; I guess it was the small-pox, erysip- 
elas and diarrhoea which biought me down. 

When I was ixi prison, before I was taken 
sick, got a piece of corn bread about the size 
of this bible, (the same referred to by the 
other witness ;) got meat three or four days 
in the Week ; when sick, got a small piece, of 
wheat bread — as much as I could eat then 

— a" piece of beef with it, about two ounces ; 
sometimes a little beef soup, with red peas in 
it, and rice ; we had coffee made out of rye 

— sometimes, once a day — most every day ; 
I took the small-pox first; I was there about 
a week before I took it ; felt pretty well be- 
fore; did not get enough to eat before ; hun- 
gry all the time. 

WILLIAM M. SMITIL 

Sworn to and subscribed before mo, 
May 31st, 1864. 

D. P. Brown, Jr., 

United States Commissioner. 

Sergeant Alfred P. Jones, suwm and ex- 
amined : — 

I am twenty-seven years of age ; am from 
Worcester, Massachusetts; I enlisted Sep- 
tember, 14th, 1861, in Boston, in the 1st Mas- 
sachusetts cavalry f was taken prisoner in 
Virginia, at Aldie, June 17th, 18C3 ; was 
taken to Libby prison June 24th, 1863. 

Was in prison two days and one night; 
then taken to Belle Isle, and remained there 
»me thirty days when I was exchanged; 
I was protected from the >. eather by a tent 
—it wcis full of boles ; some were as well off 
and others were not — some laid on the bare 
groand — some four hundred; had no blan- 
let or overcoat when I went there. 

I sold my India rubber cover to a rebel to 
buy bread with. 

A good many who went to the prison when 
I did, had their blankets taken from them ; 
the men said they wanted the clothes for 



their own soldiers; I used to see Ihe rebe! 
officers dressed in our uniforms. 

Most of the men seemed to have coughs, 
and were very weak. 

The prisoners complained of a want of 
food ; it was a general complaint ; I walked 
the streets many a night ; I could not sleep 
from hunger ; all complained. 

At the time I was there in Jane and July, 
1863, the food was very fair, but in small 
quantities ; received one-fourth of a loaf in 
the morning of wheat bread, which was three 
inches by three and three-lburths, by one and 
three-fourths. We had this twice a day ; 
about two small mouthfuls of meat. For 
supper we had a half pint of bean soup; 
don't remember finding any worms in it ; 
there would be sand or gravel in it ; there 
was no deficiency in water. We were al- 
lowed to go out in squads to bathe. There 
were squads let out to bathe and wash their 
clothes. 

I had nothing to sleep on ; it was warm in 
the day time, cool at night. 

I heard many complain of cramp and 
pains. I lost flesh and strength, and so did 
the others, from want of food. 

ALFRED P. JONES, 
Sergeant Co. C, 1st Massachusetts Cavalry. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
May 31st, 18(54. 

D. P. Brown, Jr. 

United States Commissioner. 

Private William D. Fopte, sworn and ex- 
amined : — 

I was bom in Canada, and enlisted in 
Buffalo, New York, on Slst October, 1862, 
in the 9th New York Cavalry'; I am twenty- 
eight years of age ; have been in the army 
about a year and eight months. 

Was in the hands of the rebels about nine 
months; was at Belle Isle, and in the hospi- 
tal at Richmond ; was well when I was cap- 
tured ; I was taken with diarrhoea. 

For first two or three months at Belle Isle 
the (quality of rations was very good ; hardly 
sufficient to sustain .life in quantity. It was 
wheat bread, almost four inches square, not 
exceeding half an inch in thickness, a small 
portion of beef — call it two mouthfuls. We 
had this quantity of bread twice a day, and a 
small tincupful of bean soup, which had black 
bugs in it, which would float on the top. 
We then got corn bread, about half the size o* 
this Bible, (the same one previously referred 
to,) tAvice a day. 

1 was seven weeks I had no shelter at all ; 
the latter part of the time had a tent full of 
holes. 

The latter part of October received blan- 
kets, &c., from our Government ; my blankets 
and clothes bad been taken from me. 
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I lost flesh. Out of seven hundred that 
c.-xine to Belle Isle with me, I think there 
■were about two hundred got shelter; "we 
were exposed to the weather. 

There was no name for our hunger. When 
a bone would be thrown away by some, it 
would be taken up often by others, and 
boiled to get something out of it. 

All who were there failed in strength and 
flesh as I did, from starvation, I think. 

There were no sheds put up for us. 

I should judge it was the corn bread which 
caused the diarrhoea. It appeared to disa- 
gi'ce with me, for when I had wheat bread, I 
kept my health perfect. The corn bread 
gave me pain in my bowels ; often got whole 
grains and husks in the bread, I am positive, 
as I am on my oath ; the proportion would 
be small ; after that, we got rye and corn 
mixed, of a better quality of bread. 

WILLIAM D. FOOTE. 

Bworn to and subscribed before me, 
May 31st, 180i. 

D. P. Brown, Jr., 

United States Commissioner. 

Private Robert Morrison, sworn and 
examined : — 

I was enlisted from the northwest part of 
Ohio, in Pendleton, Putnam county, Rilcy 
township, in the 21st Ohio Volunteers ; I was 
taken prisoner at Chattanooga, September 
20th, 1863 ; I was removed to Richmond ; 
was two or three days on our way ; I was 
stout and healthy when I reached Richmond ; 
I forget the name of the prison into which I 
was put — I remember, it was Pemberton ; 
I remained there about a month, was then 
removed to Danville, Virginia, remained 
there till I was brought here ; was placed in 
buiidiDss at Danville. 

Ou." 'blankets were taken from us ; our 
oth?": clothing Wcis lefl to us : had no over- 
coat ; had no watch ; we saved our money ; I 
put it in the sole of my boot ; they searched 
us for it; we had a stove — got wood once 
in a while; it was not very comfortable. 

My health v/as first-i" :e before I entered 
the service ; I was in the army about nine- 
teen months before I was captured ; had no 
bowel complaint or any other sickness while 
in our army ; when I went into the army my 
weight was one hundred and twenty-five 
pounds. 

I got a chunk of corn bread daily, the size 
of this Bible* ; it satisfied me and more too, 
because I couldn't eat it ; sometimes it was 
but about half baked; it was of a yellow 
color ; it was of a musty taste ; had a very 
small ration of meat about as lai^e as three 
of my finders in breadth, and about two 
inches in thickness. 

• The same before referred to. 



I was about two months in j r'lMn before I 
took sick ; my first sickness was fever and 
ague ; I had not had it before for some years; 
I have a little bowel complaint now, it does 
not trouble me much ; I had the lung fever 
afterwards. I got some eggs then ; when] 
got so as to be up and around I was sent 
back to the prison; I then took the diaN 
rhoea ; that came on in about three weeks 
afler my return to the prison ; it reduced mo 
down — was sent back to the hospital ; got 
wheat bread then, an egg, small piece of 
meat, potatoes, salt meat, some soup not very 
good ; there was rice in the soup ; was in a 
bed when I had the lung fever ; I could go 
into corn bread pretty fast at first ; the meat 
was pretty good — fresh meat ; I was there 
about six months; if the corn bread had been 
good, with the meat, it would have been 
plenty ; had not been in the habit of eating 
corn bread ; it was kind of musty. In the 
corn bread there were some grains of corn. 

A hundred and fifty men in the room 
where I was. In a warm evening the room 
was very close ; we had brooms to sweep the 
room ; the privy was handy ; the room we 
were ia was about sixty by sixty feet ; we 
had as much food as we wanted, such as it 
was. 

There was about a foot between each man as 
we lay ; we had a small yard we could walk 
around, about fifteen or sixteen feet wide,b7 
one hundred and fifty feet long ; I think it 
was the corn bread and fresh meat that gave 
me the bowel complaint ; I was not used to. 
the corn bread. 

I am twenty-three years of age. 

ROBERT MORRISON. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
May 31, ISOK 

D. P. Brown, Jr., 

United States Commissioner. 



Testimony taken at United States Army Gen- 
eral Hospital, Division No, 2, Annapolis, 
Maryland, May 31, 1864. 

ALL THE COMMISSIONERS PRESENT. 

Private George Dingman, sworn andez- 
amined : — 

I am fifly-four years of age ; I am fit)m 
Michigan; enlisted in the 27tn Regiment in 
1862; I had always good he -.1th till cap- 
tured; was taken at Strawberry Plain; 
taken to Richmond, thence to BeUe Island 
about the 26th of January ; had no shelter 
but the heavens ; was taken by some one 
into a tent ; had the rheumatism. 

No shelter was provided by the authori- 
ties; some hundreds had no shelter, somt 
had; no fire; had nothing to sleep on but 
them blankets I brought ; had blankets when 
taken prisoner. 



TO PRISONERS OF WAR. 



37 



(A ration produced) ; this was the rations 
I got ; sometimes we got this twice and some- 
times three times a day (the ration weighs 
two ounces of bread and three-sixteenths of 
an ounce of meat ; both are now perfectly 
dry which causes a loss of weight); have had 
meat more tlia^n once a day. 

Was at Belle Isle two weeks ; think the 
prisoners got a little more bread on the island 
than at the hospital ; my ration was two 
inches in length by two and a half inches 
wide, and about one inch thick, three times 
a day, or twice a day sometimes ; suffered 
from hunger; could not lay in bed from 
rheumatism ; when the hungry feeling came 
I got so weak I could not walk ; once and a 
while had a little soup or beans raw ; no man 
could eat the soup unless he was starving ; it 
tasted nasty and briny ; I could walk when 



I came here, but had no strength. 

I saw the rations the rebel guards got ; 
they were four times as much as ours : they 
got the same kind of bread and meat, but 
Uiey could help themselves out of the bag. 

There were complaints; the doctor was 
very kind( and did all he could. 

During January the men would run all 
night to keep warm, and in the morning I 
would see men lying dead ; from three to six 
or seven ; they ■\»'ere frozen ; this was nearly 
qvery morning I was there ; the men Avould 
run to keep warm, and then lie down and 
freeze to death ; we made an estimate and 
found, that seventeen men died a night from 
starvation and cold, on an average. 

If I were to sit here a week I couldn't tell 
you half our suffering. 

GEORGE DING J 

Sworn to and subscribed before lue, 
May ."list, 1864. 

D. P. Brown, Jr., 

United States Commissioner. 

Private Charles H. Allen, sworn and ex- 
amined : — 
My home is in New York ; enlisted in the 
16th New York Regiment last fourth of July ; 
vas sickly then ; don't know when I was 
captured ; it was in Virginia ; was taken to 
Belle Isle. 

They took my clothes away; my extra 
clothing, my overcoat and blanket ; it was at 
the end of the winter ; slept on the ground ; 
remained about two months without shelter, 
tiien went to ths hospital. 

It was cold; suffered a 
cold ; some froze to death ; 
men once. 

We got corn bread and sometimes soup; 
(»rn bread twice a day ; meat three or four 
fimes a week ; I got a qjuartcr of a loaf of 
corn bread for each ration about as wide as 
my four lingers, and about four fingers thick. 



great deal with 
1 only saw dead 



I was hungry, pretty ne^trly starved to 
death all the time. 

Rations not as good at the hospital ; not so 
large. 

Had a frozen foot and diarrhoea when I 
went to the hospital ; think it was the beans 
and water which gave me the diarrhoja ; I 
relished the bread at first, then I lost my 
relish for it ; was in Belle Isle about three 
months; from the last of the winter. 

Was in Belle Isle two months before I 
froze my feet; 1 heard that a gootl many 
more were frozen to death ; about sixty I 
suppose ; I did not go round the tents, and 
therefore did not see them ; I have lost the 
end of my little toe (witness exhibits his 
frozen toe to the Commission). 

liis 

CHAS. H. M ALLEN, 
mark. 

Sworn to aud snbscribed before me, 
May 3 1st, 18G4. 

D. P. Brown, Jr., 

United States Commissioner. 

Private Frank Eiciielberger, swor7i and 
examined: — 

I am from Baltimore; enlisted August, 
1861, in the 8th Kansas, Company A; cap- 
tured at Chattanooga; health good up to 
that time ; taken to Richmond and placed in 
a tobacco warehouse ; I am twenty-two years 
of age; got to Richmond 21st of October; 
went into prison in December, and remained 
till March. 

They took our blankets and coats away 
from us ; laid on planks ; on the floor ; it was 
warm when we were crowded. 

Got corn bread, rice, sweet potatoes; 
meat once a week ; got rice and sweet pota- 
toes every other day : corn bread three inches 
square, one and a half inches thick, twice a 
day : teacupful of rice ; sometimes soup, two- 
thirds of a pint ; we got soup about as oflen 
as we got meat. 

It did not satisfy hunger ; my appetite was 
never satisfied ; my health declined rapidly. 

I got a heavy cold ; and then went to the 
hospital, when I had the pneumonia; the 
condition of the other men was: about the 
same with regard to their food and accom- 
modations ; tney complained of their treat- 
ment while at the hospital ; got dried apples 
and coffee sent to us from the North. 

I had no pain when I suffered from hun- 
ger ; could not sleep on account of hunger ; 
did not suffer from cold a great deal ; the 
loaf shown to me is just like v^hat we got ; 
about one-third of it (loa<f weighs Gfteen oun- 
ces, and measured about thirty-one and a 
half cubic inches), twice a day. 

The rebel guards got the same kind of 
bread ; a great deal more ; enough to satisfy- 
any man's hunger; sometimes their bread 
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was better than this ; the bread was made of 
cora meal not sifted ; no grains or cob in it 
that I saw; I believe some of our men did 
complain ; haven't heard any reason why we 
were not better fed. 

FRANK EICHELBERGER. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
May 3lBt, lSi>4. 

D. P. Bkowx, Jr.,' 

United States Commissioner. 

Private Daniel McMann, stcorn and ex- 
amined: — 

I am from New York ; enlisted in the 43d 
New York ; captured at Gettysburg ; was 
sickly wlien captured; taken to Richmond; 
placed in Belle Isle. 

Took my coat and blanket away ; gave us 
no covering : some laid out on a bank ; 
reached Belle Isle in July; a number of men 
had to lie out on the bare ground — two 
hundred ; I was there till after Christmas. 

I suffered from cold very much, and so did 
the men more than I; we had cold rain 
storms ; some men froze to death in a ditch. 

It was not much better in the tents ; I saw 
men carried out of the tents in blankets, 
dead ; saw this more than once ; I suppose 
Ihey died mostly from hunger and cold. 

We got about one-third the loaf shown, 
of corn bread (loaf weighed, and weighs fif- 
teen ounces) twice a day ; sometimes but 
once; meat once regularly; a small piece 
about as big as my four fingers together. 

Went into the hospital after Christmas, 
and remained till last of March ; rations 
worse in hospital ; as much bread, meat and 
soup given to us the same day at the hospi- 
tal; they were bad and we could not eat 
theec ; a' hungry man could not eat the meat 
and soup ; there is but one man here who 
was in the ward with me at the hospital. 

Suffered from hunger at Belle Isle ; heard 
others complain; had the measles and a 
touch of the diarrhoea ; my strength did not 
keep up till I got the diarrhoea ; when I would 
go down to theViver to get a drink, I could 
hardly stand or get back ; river about fifty 
yards off. 

My guards were not hungry, for they 
would sometimes throw bread m to the pris- 
oners; haVe picked it up myself; it was better 
bread than ours ; not so coarse. 

I saw a man kill a dog and eat part of it, 
and he sold the rest of it ; I got some. 

his 

DANIEL ►Kj McMANN. 
mark. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
May 31st, 18(14. 

D. P. Brown, Jr., 

United States Commissioner. 



Private Walter S. Smith, siuorn a-id ex- 
amined : — 
Am from New York ; enlisted August 
27th, 1801, in the 48th New York ; captured 
at Morris Island, July 18th taken to Co- 
lumbia, S. C. ; never had any blanket ; ra- 
tions were corn bread — enough — small piece 
of meat and rice; done very well there; 
from there taken to Richmond — Libby 
Prison. 

Was put on Belle Isle in two days after, 
tents torn, holes in them ; about half of our 
men slept outside — fifty ; it rained through 
the tents. 

Some laid out in the snow and frost; I 
laid on the ground ; the men that laid out, 
some had blankets and some had none ; some 
froze to death ; many had their feet frozen ; 
all that slept out suffered from cold some 
in tents suffered from cold . 

I saw men that had frozen to death in the 
night ; I saw this seven or eight times. 

We had wheat bread whep we first went 
there ; about eight inches by four and a-half, 
by an inch an'l a half or more thick ; meat 
ration four or five times a week, as big as my 
tliree fingers, each time, for three or four 
months ; after that got none, except once in 
a while : I had a chronic diarrhoea ; kept my 
strength pretty well till then ; lost flesh before. 

The corn bread was very poor — ground 
with cob ; on the days they gave us meat, 
they gave us less bread ; when we had meat, 
the bread ration was about one-half the size 
of the loaf produced here, (same as before 
refeiTcd to, weighing fifteen ounces) ; we got 
half of this loaf (for the whole day) when we 
got meat; two-thirds when we had no meat; 
wo never got as much as the whole loaf; 
when we came away, they gave us rations to 
last through the day — one loaf; we got soup 
four or five times a week at first ; soup and 
meat same day ; latter part of time, scarce 
any soup. 

The guards fared better; they got meat 
when we did not; they got a third more 
bread; our rations not sufficient to keep 
down hunger ; suffered the last three months; 
had the diarrhcca twice ; got it the last time, 
three or four days before I came away ; the 
men suffered very much who had been on the 
island for some time ; felt no pain when 
hungry; never kept from sleeping from 
hunger; left; Belle Isle, 17th of March; 
thint thirty or forty died wliile I was there. 

I have heard the men running round the 
tents to keep warm ?/t all hours of the 
night ; the river was frozen a little while I 
was there ; the current is rapid. 

The water would freeze two or three 
inches in the bucket at ni^ht; the main 
street of the camp would be very niucli 
filled with mm lying there. 
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From the general talk from the men in 
the camp, I tliink that the statement, that 
eeventeen men would die on an average a 
niffht, is likely to be correct. 

WALTER S. SMITH. 

Sffom to and subscribed before me, 
May 3iBt, ltd. 

D. P. Brown, ,Tu., 

United States Commissioner. 



Teslmony taken at United States Army Gen- 
eral Hospital, Division No. 1, Annapolis, 
Maryland, June 1st, 1864. 

ALL TUB COMMISSIONERS PRESENT. 

Private Wm. W. Wilcox, of Cleveland, 
Ohio, sworn and examined: — 
I enlisted August, 18G2, in the 124th Ohio 
Volunteers. 

Taken prisoner at the battle of Chicka- 
mauga, Ga., September, 18G3 ; taken to 
Tunnel Hill, Ga. ; was in good health at the 
time of capture ; thence to Richmond, Va. ; 
placed on Belle Isle. 

They took everything except the natural 
clothing, even to knife, on body ; no blankets 
given us ; I hid my money and they did not 
get that. 

No shelter provided ; slept on bare ground ; 
DO covering in the least ; was put on the Isle 
4e last day of September, or first of Octo- 
ber; staid there eleven days; men came 
when I did ; had no, shelter ; were turned in- 
to an enclosure in which there was no shel- 
ter; I suppose there were two thousand 
without shelter. 

Removed to the city of Richmond ; we 
were all removed there ; placed in Smith's 
totacco factory; no covenng nor bed until 
the blankets were sent to us by the United 
States; received the blankets about the 1st 

December. 

Removed to Danville, and placed in to- 
bacco warehouse; windows broken out; mis- 
erable cold place ; we took the blankets with 
ns' from Richmond ; so cold, we sufiercd ; no 
means to keep warm, except by walking 
around ; the cold prevented sleeping to a 
great extent ; a man could not sleep done 
comfortable with one blanket. 
: There was a great deal of stealing of 
Mankets by the guards ; the men traded 
tbeir blankets for rice ; the guards would 
bring rice to the window, from fifteen to 
twenty pounds, and offer to exchange for 
ouE, blankets ; they would come to the win- 
ipws and say, *' stick your blanket out so 
lean get hold of the end of it ;" then two or 
iBore of the guards would jerk the blanket 
away and not give the rice; this was not 
» general thing, though it was often done ; 

motive of the men for doing this, was, 
toy were so near starved out that they were 
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ready to take anything ; the guard would 
pass in bags of sand m place of rice and 
take blankets. 

When we firet came there, our bread was 
made from noiddlings, shorts and bran, such 
as we feed our cattle ; it was a combination 
of most everything, corn-hulls, bran, and 
refuse flour ; got about half pound ; the 
bulk was only one-quarter larger than the 
loaf shown, but was lighter than this ; I 
should say from two to three ounces lighter. 

Our beef, when we first went there, would 
ran^e fi'om four to six ounces a day. 

Our soup was made from sweet potatoes ; 
about half pint in quantity, and the liquor 
the beef was boiled iu ; eome days we would 
not get any soup ; the soup was hardly pal- 
atable. 

There was a difference in our rations ; we 
drew this black bread for about a week, then 
drew corn bread ; the corn bread was about 
the size for a ration as the loaf shown here ; 
I should judge our rations were heavier than 
that loaf, about two to three ounces, (loaf 
weighs now twelve ounces and a fraction). 

In every ration there was cobs, whole com, 
as hard as on the cobs, sometimes husks aa 
long as my finger ; the loaf was sweet when 
we first got it ; not sufEcieut to satisfy hunger. 

The way it affected mc was to make me so 
weak I would become blind ; if I'd get up to 
move a3 far as across this room, I would bo- 
come blind and everything would get dark, 
and I would fall from, weakness ; my strength 
kept declining all the time before I got the 
diarrhcea ; did not have much diaurrhoea until 
the first of March. 

I was removed to the hospital about the 
middle of December, from Danville ; I had 
no disease I know of but wealtness, swelling 
of the legs, with purple and r inflamed and 
yellow spots ; the skin cracked and water 
ran out of my legs ; rations better at the hos- 
pital, when I first went there, than they 
were in prison ; we were allowed no privilege 
at all in prison. 

After we tunnelled out, we were only al- 
lowed to go to the privy six at a time ; the 
floor was in one mess — filthy; an ordinary 
one-horse wagon load of human excrement 
on the floor every morning. 

Not allowed to look out the window ; was 
shot at twice for looking out ; a man was shot 
alongside of mc, while standing at the win- 
dow ; he was standing two feet from the win- 
dow, with his hand on the casement; the sen- 
try could not see him from the sentry's beat ; 
I presume the sentry saw his shadow; he 
stepped out of his position to shoot at .him, 
perhaps twenty to twenty-five feet ; the sen- 
try shot him in the head and killed him in- 
stantly ; I suppose I have seen five hundred 
men shot at • our orders were not to put our 
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heads out tlio windows ; this man bad not 
put his iiead out at that time; he had rolled 
up his blanket and was standing over the 
place where he slept on the floor; his name 
was Alexander Opes, of the 101st Indiana. 

With one exception, we were treated very 
well by the physicians ; never heard any 
fault ibund of any physician but Dr. Moses, 
of Charlcitown ; rion't know his first name ; 
when once wo had mouldy bread given to us 
in the hospital. Dr. Fontleroy made a fuss 
about it and had it changed. 

WM. \V. WILCOX 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
Juno 1st, IbO-l. 

D. P. Brow^', Jr., 

United States Commissioner. 

Private William D. Foote, recalled: — 

The first case of death I remember, was a 
Massachusetts man,who died from frozen feet ; 
from the looks of them you could hardly tell 
they wore feet ; he laid in the next bed to 
me ; they first took off the toes of one of the 
feet, and then took off the foot; in a few 
days he died from amputation; ho was in the 
same ward ; brought in the middle of No- 
vember. Saw no man frozen to death on 
Belle Isle ; saw any number of men brought 
in witli frozen feet, who afterwards suffered 
amputation ; ten or twelve persons were so 
brought in ; two or three of the amputated 
cases died; I speak of what occurred in my 
ward. 

WILLIAM D. FOOTE. 

Sworn to and subscribed before mo, 
June 1st, ISOl. 

D. P. Browx, Jr., 

United States Commissioner. 

Private Hiram J. Neal sicorn and exam- 
ined : — 

I am from Maine ; enlisted in the 4th 
Maine Regiment ; taken prisoner at Bristow 
Station, in October, 1863 ; taken to the 
Pemborton prison, fi'om tlierc to Belle 
Island, which I reached 24th February ; 
remained until January 18th, blankets 
taken from me ; nothing giren in their place ; 
after eight days,, wc had tents at Belie 
Island. 

At first the men had to lay out till they 
could find tents ; had nothing to sleep upon. 

About one-fifth of the men were permitted i 
by the rebels to retain their blankets ; had no ; 
straw or board to lie on ; tents old and rotten i 
— full of holes; those in the t«nt3 managed 
to keep warm, though they couldn't sleep; 
those out of the tents, Irom three to six 
hundred, tried to run about to keep warm. 

Saw many with frozen feet carried off; in 
one morning saw eleven corpses, three frozen 
•tiff. Near first of Januarj-, deaths occun-ed 



eight or ten in tiventy-fonr hours, principally 
in the night; I deem the cnn.e.s of those 
deaths to iiave been ex[)Osure and starvation. 

When I left, January 18th, there wore 
about five thousand men there ; I was trans- 
ferred to the haspital ibr diarrhoea and dis- 
ability. 

Rations not sufliciont to satisfy hunrriT; 
waked up one night and found niysclf <:n;\v,-- 
ing my coat sleeve ; used to dn;am ol' hiiving 
something good to eat. 

I had a pain in my chest and bowels; had 
the diarrhoia when I was captured ; had n 
pain in my b^-vels then ; had aljout lour n'.ovj- 
ments o." the bowels a day b;;l'ore captured; 
not able to do duty all the time ; I iiad been 
thirty-six hours on tlie march with one night's 
rest just before I was captured; was in tha 
fight about an hour. ' 

IIIRAM J. NEAL, 

Sworn to and subscribed before mo, 
June 1st, 16G4. 

D. P. Browx, Jr., 

United States Conmiissioncr. 

Private Charles F. Pfouxstiel, sworn 
and examined: — 

I am a (Jerman ; enlisted in 2d IMaryland, 
September 24, 18G2 ; captured in Tennessee; 
imprisoned in Belle Island; reached there 
January 2isl; remained till Cth of March. 

They took my blankets, sixty dollars in 
money, and a watch worth thirty dollars. • 

For two days had no shelter; then I got in 
the tents ; air came in on every side ; many 
men without tents; two hundred men went 
in with me; the greater part had no tents; 
some had a blanket or old coat. 

Some froze to death ; could not keep warm; 
one out of my regiment froze to death; ha 
reported to the doctor that he was sick but 
he paid him no attention, perhaps bccauso 
the man could not speak English. 

Every morning we carried out some men 
froze to death, and from starvation some four 
or five men. 

We did not get enough to cat; ten or 
twelve ounces of corn bretul and two spoons 
of beans almost rotten; sometimes we had 
soup — not fit to cat, yet had to cat It; bad 
meat only three or four times while I w;u 
there ; two or three ounces each tiiue ; I was 
hungrj' all the time. 

I could not sleep for hunger and cold, dirt 
and lice ; I washed twice a day in the JameJ 
river ; strength kept up t-ll last eight days; 
then I felt sick in my bowels ; had no dia^ 
rhoea; did not go to the hospital; left with 
the 5)th Marj-land. 

I saw a good many cases carried h a 
blanket to tiio doctor, and when they 
there many of them were dead ; had my leet 
froze.n. 
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There might be many deaths I did not sec ; 
Ihavo reason to believe thei'c ■was. I have 
Btatcd what I saw — three or four a night. 

The men would dig holes in the ground to 
lie in at night to protect thom from the air. 

CIIAS. F. PFOUNSTIEL. 

Swom to and subscribed before me, 
Juoo 1st, 1SG4. 

I). P. Bkown, Jr., 

United States Commissioner. 



TESTIMONY OF COMMISSIONED AND 
MEDICAL OFFICERS. 

Calhoun, sworn and ex- 



Captain A. R 

amined: — 

I am from Kentucky ; was not mustered in 
at the time of capture: was captured at 
North Eastern Georgia ; was taken to Libby 
Prison; captured in October, 18C3, ■ nd 
reached Libby in November. 

Wc were taken from Atlanta in open box 
cars, without shelter; we lay on the floor, 
wounded men and all; men with the diar- 
rhcca had no accommodations, and had to 
perform the operations of nature in the cars ; 
all packed closely; there was about fifty 
wouutlcd ; some amputations. 

Just before we left Atlanta, one of our 
men Avith diarrhoea went to the back house, 
which was beyond the line our prisoners 
were allowed to go; there was a bunch of i ounces 
dried leaves at the corner of the back house ; 
they could not have been a foot beyond the 
line, and when the man went to pick them 
up, the guard fired and killed him. 

On entering Libby it was thirty-sLx hours 
before we had any rations given us, and 
would have sufTered, if the ofHcers already 



like fish in a basket ; in this room was the 
sink and privy; we did our washing and 
dried our clothes in the same I'oom"; two 
stoves in the room, one at each end, and two 
or three armfuls of wood for each per day. 

Wc were not allowed to go within three 
feet of the windows to look out; but men 
could not help this, and were repeatedly 
fired upon; in this firing they wounded four 
officers ; there was hardly a day passed with- 
out firing ; any one whe hung clothes near 
or on the windows, had the clothes confis- 
cated and were put in the cells. 

Tv/ice each day the men were crowded 
into two rooms for roll call; in this room 
were the sick and weak who could hardly 
stand; the crowd was immense; our men 



were counted out one by one ; the officers — 
there were one thousand ofHcers; any one 
not attending this roll call was compelled to 
stand in ranks four hours on the floor. 

When I first entered Libby in November, 
we recqived a small loaf of corn bread, about 
two ounces of poor beef and a little boiled 
rice each day ; the loaf was about an inch 
and a half longer, thicker and heavier than 
this.* The crust was very thick ; we used to 
call it iron-clad, and grate it and make mush 
out of it, as the most palatable way ; we could 
not grate the crusts. 
After November wc received about two 
of beef once in four weeks on an 
average ; from the 25th of March till the 6th 

issued in 



there had not shared with us ; I mean our 
officers, 

We were packed in a room of one hun- 
dred and forty feet long by forty-five feet 
wide, and already occupied by nearly three 
iundred men. 

We had no clothing or bedding given to us ; 
there were eleven men of us ; what we had 
fas taken from us by our captors ; it was very 
cold; the windows were broken at each end 
of the room ; our comrades also sliarcd their 
blankets and continued to do so until wc 
were supplied by blankets from the Sanitarj' 
Committee ; even then they would not aver- 
8ge over a blanket to a man, in my room. 

It was so filthy that , our clothing and 
Hankcts soon became covered with vermin ; 
fee floors of the prison were washed late in 
lbs afternoon nearly every day, so that when 
w came to lie down it was very damp; we 
M notiiing but our clothing and blanket to 
Json; the result was that nearly every man 
la^ a cough. * 

Wo were wonncd and dove-tailcd tofrether 



of May, not a bit of meat' was 
officers' quarters. 

For the three months of Feburary, March, 
and April, there was a pint of black peaa 
issued to each man every week, and a little 
vinegar; these peas were full of bugs, nearly 
every ration ; they called them bugs, but they 
were little white maggots in a chrysalis state ; 
we pounded the peas so as to mash them, 
and let the bugs flow to the surface ; there 
waa about an ounce of soap and a little salt 
given each man. 

This was inadequate to satisfy hunger, and 
for two months I have had a burning sensa- 
tion, when in prison, in my intestines. I 
used to dream of food, and foolishly would 
blame myself for not having eaten more 
when at liome ; the subject of food engrossed 
my entire thoughts; not all suffered as I did; 
the majority did; some were fortunate enough 
tn receive bo.xcs from home. 

We were allowed to write lettera once 
each week, not to exceed six lines. 

Boxes sent us from the North were stored 
in a ware!- ' -0 near the prison ; we could see 
them in windows ; the contents of the 
boxes were being stolen or ruined by keep- 
ing, and when issued I think would have 

* The samo loaf before referred to. 
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been eaten by none but starving men ; every 
package and can was broken open, and the 
contents were poured promiscuously into a 
blanket, so that everything ran in together ; 
they stole a great many of our boxes : one ot' 
the guards told me that they saw our men 
escaping through the tunnel, and that they 
did not prevent them, supposing it was their 
own men stealing our boxes; the Sanitary 
supply sent us, we received but little of; we 
were allowed to send out^ and buy at ex- 
travagant prices ; they sold us the Sanitary 
hams, butter, and stationery. Marks of the 
Sanitary Commission were on the cases and 
on the paper. 

For trivial offences, olHcers were sent to 
the cells ; there had been about eighty-five 
men in; many of those men were innocent 
that were placed there as hostages ; they said 
tlie cells were damp, walls green, no stoves; 
they were about twelve feet by twenty ; at 
one time there were sixteen men in those 
cells; some had to stand all night; I believe 
this fully. I was in the hospital with pneu- 
monia. 

Just before I left, Capt. Stevens received 
a small box from home, sat down and ate to 
excess, as any man wouid under the circum- 
stances, and died a few hours afterwards. 

The surgeon was very kind to us. The 
hospital food was just like the quarter food, 
with the exception of a little rye cou'ee and 
su^ar; not quite so much bread. 

1 had a burning sensation on the inside, 
wjth a general failing in strength. A man 
had a piece of ham which I looked at for 
hours. 

"When I came away on the 16th of May, 
and saw the pale faces of the men through 
the bars, I ciied. They begged mc for 
God's sake to appeal to the Government and 
write to the papers — to do anything in the 
world to get them relieved. I am confident 
that if they remain long in that situation, 
they will never be fit tor anything. The 
men never blame our Government for their 
suffering. 

I know the Rebels have plenty, for we 
went down into the cellar, and brought up 
com meal, flour, potatoes and turnips, whicn 
we divided .with our fellows; the Hour was 
excellent; I ate about a quart of it I am 
a communicant in the church, and was 
studying for the ministry when the war broke 
out. I am a member of .the Reformed 
Church. 

A. R. CALHOUN. 

Sworn to and subscribed before mc, 
Jane let, 1864. 

D. P. Brown, Jb., 

United States Ck>mmL88ioner. 



1 certify that the foregoing testimony vas 
taken and reduced to writing in the prc^tnce 
of tbe respective witnesses, and by them 
sworu to in my presence, at the t'raes, places, 
and in the manner set ibrth. 

D. P. Biiowx, Jr., 

United States Commissioner. 

T'estimony^ hy letter^ of Limt.-Col. Fams- 
tcorth, 1st Conn. Caoalry. 

Norwich, June 29th, 1864. 
Gentlesien : — In reply to a letter from 
one of your Committee, I have the honor to 
make the IbUowina tst^t.ixient of what I saw, 
heard and felt of me treatment of prisoners 
of war by the Confederate authorities, at 
Richmond, Virginia: 

I entered service October, 18G1; was cap- 
tured on the 14th of July, 18G3, in a cavalry 
skirmish near Ilalltown, Va.; was conveyed 
to Richmond, and confined in Libby prison; 
was paroled and sent North ou the 14th of 
March, 18C4. 

My treatment by my imraediate captors 
was gentlemanly in the extreme ; even going 
so far as to assist mo in concealing money, so 
as to prevent the Richmond authorities from 
robbing me. 

Upon reaching the Libby, we were rigid))' 
searched, and all moneys and attractive jack- 
knives, nice overcoats and nieei-schauiu pipes 
were kindly appropriated by the prison au- 
thorities; rubber blankets, canteens, spurs 
and havci-sacks were taken from us. Lieut 
Moran, for complaining of this trealment, was 
knocked down by Richard Turner, inspector 
of the prison clothing. 

There was never an issue of clothing or ' 
blankets made by the Confederate authori- 
ties during the time I was there confined. 
We did receive one hundred (100) each of 
tin plates, cups, knives, foiks, (mostly dam- 
aged by bayonet-thrusts, they having been 
picked up from battle-fields), for the use of 
one thousand (1000) ollicers. 

AccOMMoi>ATioxs — In six (G) rooms, 
one hundred by forty, there were confined as 
many as twelve hundred (1200) ofllcersof 
all ranks,, from Brigadier-General to Second 
Lieutenant. This space was all that was al- 
lowed us in which to cook, eat, wash, sleep 
and e-xercise. You can see that soldierly 
muscle must fast deteriorate when confined 
to twenty (20) superficial feet of plank; we. 
were not allowed benches, chairs or stools, 
nor even to fold our blankets and sit upon 
them ; but were forced to sifc like so many 
slaves upon the middle passage. 

This continued until the appointment of 
General Butler, Commissioner of Exchange, 
after which time we were allowed chairs 
stools, which we made from the boxes and 
barrcL) sent us from the North. 



TO PRISONERS OP WAR. 



43 



Tlierc was plenty of water allowed us, and 
a tank for batliing in four (4) of the rooms. 

There v<ferc seventy-six (76) windows in 
the six (6) rooms, from which in winter there 
was no protection. 

Subsistence. — Our rations consisted of 
one-quarter (-^■) of a pound of beef, nine 
(9) ounces of bread of variable quality, gen- 
erally of wheat llour, though sometimes of, 
weat flour and com meal, a gill of rice, and 
a modicum of salt and vinegar per day. This 
continued until the 11th of November, which 
was the first day that meat was not issued, 
and bread made entirely of corn meal was 
substituted for wheat bread ; this meal was 
composed of cob and grain ground together, 
and when mixed with cold water, without 
salt or any raising, made the bread. Meat 
was next issued on the 14th, and the issue 
suspended on the 21st. On the 26th we re- 
ceived salt pork, sent to the prisoners by the 
United States Government ; from this time 
out, meat was like angels' visits ; sometimes 
it was issued at intervals of ten days, and 
sometimes not in thirty (30) ; the longest in- 
terval was thirty-four (34) days. 

The amount of rations first issued will un- 
doubtedly sustain life ; but their long contin- 
uance without exercise will produce disease 
of a scorbutic nature. 

The rations issued after the 11th of No- 
vember will not sustain life, and without the 
aid sent to us from the North the mortality 
would have been great. Nine ounce."' cf such 
com bread and a cup of water per day, are 
poorer rations than those issued to the vilest 
criminal in the meanest States prison in the 
Union ; yet this was considered fit treatment 
by the liospilahle chivalry of the South to be 
extended to men taken in honorable warfare, 
any one of them the peer of the arch traitor, 
Jeff. Davis. 

BoxKs. — We began to receive boxes in 
October. These came in good order, were 
inspected in our presence, and delivered to 
us entire ; they came regularly, and were 
delivered in good order up to about the first 
of January; after this time boxes were 
sent regularly from the North, and were re- 
ceived by Col. Ould, Ck)mmissioner of Ex- 
change, but they were not issued to us ; they 
were stored in a buildin;-; within sight of the 
prison, and at the time of my leavmg, three 
thousand (3000) had been received there and 
not delivered to us ; what was the cause of 
(his non-delivery of boxes we were never 
informed. Tliey keep up a semblance of 
iclivery, however, by the issne of five (5) or 
ax (6) a week, they receiving from the 
North about tliree hundred (300) a week. 

The contents of these boxes were, un- 
doubtedly, appropriated to the private use of 
the officials m and about Hichmond. Hero 



is simply one instanCvS : Lieut. Maginnis, of 
the 18th Reg., Conn., since killed m battle, 
recognized a suit of citizen's clothes which 
had been sent to him from the North, on the 
person of one of the prison officials, and ac- 
cused him of the theft, and showed his name 
on the watch pocket of the pants. Such 
cases were numerous. 

Belle Isle. — Upon the 26th day of Jan- 
uary, 1864, I visited Belle Island, as an 
assistant in the distribution of clothing sent 
by the (Sovemment, and by the Sanitary 
Commissions of the North ; this was my first 
time outside of the prison walls in six months. 
The island is situated just opposite the Tred- 
egar Iron Works in the James river. The 
space occupied by prisoners is about six 
acres, enclosed by an earthwork three (3) 
feet in height ; within this space were coa- 
fined as many as ten thousand (10,000) pris- 
oners. The part occupied by the prisoners 
is a low, sandy, barren waste, exposed in 
summer to a burning snn, without the shad- 
ow of a single tree; and in winter, to the 
damp and cold winds up the river, with a 
few miserable tents, in which, perhaps, one- 
half (^ the number were protected from the 
night fogs of a malarious region ; the others 
lay upon the ground in the open air. One 
of them said to me : " We lay in rows, like 
hogs in winter, and take turns who has the 
outside of the row." 

In the morning, the row of the previous 
night was plainly marked by the bodies of 
those who were sleeping on in their last 
sleep. 

Fed upon corn bread and water, scantily 
clothed, with but few blankets, our patriotic 
soldiers here suffered the severest misfortunes 
of this war. Here, by hundreds, they offer- 
ed up their lives in their country's cause, 
victims of disease, starvation and exposure, — 
sufferings a thousand times more dreadful 
than the wounds of the battle-field. As many 
as fourteen (14) have been known to freeze 
to death in one night. This I have from men 
ofVmy own regiment, and it is perfectly reli- 
able. 

The hospitals upon the island arc Sibley 
tents, without floors, the ground covered 
with straw, and loM of wood placed around 
for pillows, to which, when about to die, he 
men were carried ; and here, with logs for 
their pillows, the hard, cold ground for their 
bed, death came to their relief, and the grave 
closed over the victims of rebel barbaritj'. 

The officer in charge of the island was well 
spoken of by the men. He deprecated the 
condition they were in, but said he could do 
no more, for the authorities gave him no more 
to do with ; and yet it is a fact that the men 
were stimulated to work at their trades, as 
blacksmiths, etc., for the benefit of the Con- 
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fcilerato Govnrnment, by the oflcr of double 
the quantity of rations they were then re- 
ceiving ; thus acting out, in their treatment 
of Northern soldiei-s, the great principle of 
Slavery and of the So itli, that the lives of 
the poor and helpless are in their eyes of no 
more value than the amount of interest they 
will produce on capital. 

The facilities for washing were good, a 
sandy beach all around the island, and the 
whole number of prisoners could have 
washed in the course of the day ; but, under 
the management of the authorities, only a 
limited number (say 75 men per day) were 
able to wash, being conducted under guard 
to the water, in squads of five (5) or 
six (6)., 

The sickness caused by the above treat- 
ment was of the respiratory organs, pneu- 
monia, &c., and chronic diarrhoea. 

Men were without medical treatment on 
the island until disease was so for advanced 
that when taken away in ambulances to the 
hospital, in squa-J.i of twenty (20), one-half 
(0 of them have died within five (5) hours 
— some of them while their names were 
being taken at the hospital. 

Men were returned from the hospital to 
the ish'.i-.d when so weak that they have been 
obliged to crawl upon their hands and knees 
a part of the way. 

On the 20th of November, 18G3, a squad 
were passing the prison (Libby) in this con- 
dition, going from the hospital to the island ; 
among them was George Ward, a school- 
mate of mine and of Col. Ely, of the 18th 
Conn. Vols. Col. Ely threw a ham to him 
from the window. As the poor fellow 
crawled to get it, the rebel guard charged 
bayonets on him, called him a damned Yan- 
kee, and appropriated the ham. 

The bodies of the dead were placed in the 
cellar of the prison, to which there was free 
access for animals from the street. I have 
known of bodies being partially devoured by 
dogs, and hogs, and rats, during the night. 
Every morning the bodies were placed in 
rude coffins and taken away for burial. Of- 
ficers have marked the coffins thus taken 
away, and have seen them returned twenty 
(20) times for bodies. You may draw your 
own inference as to the rites of burial ex- 
tended to a Yankee prisoner in the Capital 
of the Southern Confederacy. 

Officers dying, their brother officers pro- 
cured metallic coffins and a vault, in which 
they were placed until they could be re- 
moved North. An officer, (Major Morris, 
of the 6th Pennsylvania Cavaliy, I think.) 
who had in the hands of the Confederatfl 
authorities several hundred dollars, taken 
from bin when he entered the prison, died | 
in the hospital, and the authorities refused 



to use his money for a dccett bun il, and wo 
raised it in the prison. 

Linnv MiNKD. — Upon the appio:n'hof 
Kilpatriek on his grand raid on l\ii:lii)i;)ii(]^ 
about the IsL March, the greatest const crnii- 
tion was produced among the inhahilauts. 
Tlic authorities felt sure of his ability to 
enter the city and free the prisoniTs. 

Wc were informed one morning by tlio 
negroes who labor around the prison, that 
during the ni";ht they had been engaged in 
excavating a large hole under the centre of 
the building, and that a quantity of powder 
had been placed therein. Upon inquiring 
of certain of the guards, wc found it tho 
general impression among them that the 
prison was mined. 

Richard Turner, inspector of the ])rIson, 
told officers there confined, that " should 
Kilpatriek succeed in entering lliirhnionil, 
it would not help us, as the. prison authori- 
ties would blow up the prison and all itj 
iimiates." 

The adjutant of the prison. Lieutenant 
Latouche, was hoard by an oflicer ( Lieuten- 
ant Jones, 55th Ohio) to use the following 
words to a rebel officer with whom he had 
entered and examined the cellar wliere the 
powder was rejiortcd as placed : " There is 
enough there to send every damned Yankee 
to hell." 

Major Turner said in my presitnce the 
day we were paroled, in answer to the 
question, " Was the prison mined ? " " Yes, 
and I would have blown you all to Hades 
before 1 would have suffered you to bo res- 
cued." 

Bishop Johns said in the prison, when 
asked if he thought it was a Christian mode 
of warfare to blow up defenceless prisoners: 
" lie supposed the authorities were satis6"d 
on that point, though he did not mean to 
justify it." 

I am very respectfully, 

Your oijcdient servant, 
CIIAS. FARNSWORTII,, 
Late Licutcuant'Coloucl ist Coniu'cticut Cftvalry. 

Noinvicii, June 30tli, 18Ci. 
.State of CoxNF.cTirt T, j 
County of New London, \ 

I'crHonnlly npjicarcd Chai!«..ks Fauss- 
woiu ji, signer of the foregoing ;u- 
strumrntnniJ ctatenient, iin<i nmdo 
Bolrmil oath that the fiicts atuted 
tlicreiu arc true, bcfuru me. 

David Youno, 

Jusllccof the Peace. 

Additional Testimony hi Leller of Lieuteth 
aut-Colonfil Farnsworth. 

NonwiCii, CoNX., July lOth, 1804. 
Re^' TnEADWKLL Waldes, Philadel- 
phia : 

Sir: — Your favor of the 11th inst. re- 
ceived. In answer to your reciueat for a 
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written statement of facta, related to you by 
myself in oonvur.s.Uion, in regard to the con- 
dm't of the f^iiards at Kicliniond, Virginia, 
and the provision m;ide for the sick upon Belle 
Isle, I submit t!ie I'ollowiiig : 

In what is known as the Pembprt^)n 
buildings," nearly opposite the "Libby," 
there were conlinfid a lai-gc number of en- 
listed men. Hardly a day went by that the 
guards did not lire u])on the prisoners. I 
have known as many as Iburteen shots to be 
fired in one day. They were thus subject 
to death if they merely came near the win- 
dow to obtain fresli air. It was a very com- 
mon occurrence to hoar the report of a mus- 
ket and then seethe sergeant of the guard 
bring out a wounded or dead soldier. 

The guaids would watch i'oi' an opportu- 
nity to lire upon tlieir prisoners, and, without 
warning the prisoner to leave the vicinity 
of the window, fire. 

Lieutenant Hammond, of the Kinggold 
cavalry, (better known to Libbians as " Old 
ImboJen,") was at the sink, which is con- 
structed upon the outside of the building. 
From the u[)per part of the sides, boards 
are removed ibr the purpose of light or ven- 
tilation. The guard below caught sight of 
Lieutenant Hammond's hat, througli this 
opening, and fired. The ball entered the 
jide, far below the opening, showing that the 
guard was intent upon striking his man ; but 
a nail gave the bullet an u[)ward turn and 
it passed through Hammond's car and hat- 
brim. From the position he was in, there is 
Httle doubt that but for the ball strlkin;: the 
sail he would have been struck in the bi jast. 

The attention of Major Turner was called 
to it, but he only laughed and said, " The 
boys were in want of practice." The guard, 
when spoken to .about it, said " He had 
made a bet that he would kill a damned 
Tankee before he came od" guard." There 
fas not the least attention paid by tlic com- 
mander of the Libby prison to this deliberate 
•ttempt at viurth':r. 

Lieutenant Thomas Huggins, of a New 
York regiment, was standing at least eight 
kit from a window on the second floor; the 
juard couhl just sec the top of his hat. To 
h sure of his man, the guard left his beat j 
and stopped into the street. Being seen, a, 
tarning cry was uttered, and Huggins ■ 
itooped and the bullet buried itself in the 
^ms above. This was the same guard that 
Sred at IJammond. 

Hichard, or as usually called, Dick Turner 
fas the inspector of the prison, and acted 
aider the orders of the commander. Therii 
*as nothing too mean for him to do. He 
fearched you when you entered, knocked ■ 
pu down if you grumbled, took your blan- j 
let from you if found lying upon it after ' 



morning roll-call, never spoke of yoL except 
as danrned Yankees — told you "yoa were 
better treated than you deserved." 

This " high-toned Southron " was employed 
as tlie negro-whippcr of the prison. 

Colonel Powoll, 2d Virginia cavalry, 
(Union,) Colonel Sti'eightaud Ca])tain Reed, 
/ilst Indiana, and others who had been con- 
fined in the cells, used to witn<\ss the whip- 
pings, (the cells wei-e at one end of the cel- 
lar where the whipping-block was,) and tliey 
could hear, — even if they simt their eyea to 
the horrid exhibition. , 

Colonels Powell and Strcight told me of 
as many as six negro women having been 
sti'ipped and whipped, at one time, for hav- 
ing passed bread lo our soldiers as they 
marched tin-ough the street. 

The floiriring of the negroes that worked 
at the Libby M'as an every-day o;'currence. 

liicse blacks were fi'cc negroes from the 
North, who were employed as servants, but 
fell into the hands of the enemy. Ho flog- 
g il one of them so severely that he was un- 
alic to move for two weeks, and walked lamo 
months after. His ofTenco was resisting a 
white negro-driver. 

The hospital tents on Beile Isle were old 
These were not tem])orary hospi- 



tals, ibr many died in them each day ; but 
whiiu they could not contain all the sick some 
sick v,'ere removed to Richmond hospitals. 
These tents v.-ere awful places for human l>e- 
ings to be placed in — without floors, a heap 
of straw ibr a bed, logs of wood for pillows 
— men died with loss attention than many a 
man pays to a favorite dog. The hospitals 
in Riciimond were much better, being in 
buildings, and were furnished with bunks 
and straw beds — some of them with sheets. 
But though treated with kindness, compared 
with Belie Island, the want of proper medi- 
cines was visible, and many died for the want 
of the most simple remedies. 

Upon the 25th of October, 18G3. two offi- 
cers, (Major Hewston, 132d ]S\'W York, and 
a Lieutenant 4th New York Cavalr}^) es- 
caped irom the hospital. Immediately, upon 
its being known, all the sick who were well 
enough tt^ sit up or stand, were removed from 
the room and placed in an empty room un- 
der our prison. Here they were kept for 
twenty-four hours, without food or blankets, 
as a punishment, it was said, for not reporting 
the contemplated escape of the officers named. 
From this treatment, Surgeon Pierce of the 
5th Blaryland d'cd. 

The offi .ers in the room above, removed a 
portion of the floor and furnished the sick 
with food and drink, and shared their blan- 
kets with them. This coming to the knowl- 
edge of Major Turner, we were (leprivcd of 
rations for one day — October 2yth, 1863. 
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This was not the action of the surgeons of 
the Libby. lor, \. ith one ex.ception, they were 
kind and attentive, and did all in their pow- 
er for our coiKt'ort, but of the commander of 
tlve dc-partment. Brigadier-General Winder, 
aad of M;i.jor Turner, commander of the 
prison, who, I am informed, was dismissed 
from West Point, by orders from the Secre- 
tary of War, having been convicted of for- 
gery. 

I was informed by men whom I knew — 
W.ard and Winship of the 18th Connecticut 
and Ferris and Stone of the 1st Connecticut 
— that tlic enclosure in Belle Isle was amass 
of filth every morning, from the inability of 
the men to proceed to the sinks after even- 
ing. 

Many of the guards would fire upon the 

Prisoners for the least violation of tlie rules, 
'he men were in a miserable condition and 
looked sickly, worn out — starvation and ex- 
posure was expressed upon their features. 

Trusting that tlie above will assist you in 
your rcport, 

I am respectfully vours. 

CHARLES FARNSWORTH, 

Sworn to and subscribed before mc, this 
18th day, of July, A. D. 18C1, 

David Young, 

Justice of the Peace. 



Teslimony taken at Wa.'^liington, D. C, 
June 2d, 18G1, 

Commissioners Present. — Mr. Wilkins, 
Dr. Wallace, Mr. AValden. 

Surgeon Nelson D. Ferguson, sworn and ex- 
amined : — 
Surgeon 8th New "iTork Cavalry; resi- 
dence, Jefferson county, N. Y. ; captured 
12th Maj', 18G3 ; taker, to Libby Prison same 
day ; remained there twelve days ; found 
Union officers there ; my treatment ,same as 
ofBcers received; dally rations, when first 
entered, v,'ere four inches by four inches by 
two of unbolted bread, which was coarse and 
sour about half the time ; a ration of beans, 
■worm-eaten, once a day ; about seven quarts 
to fifly-three or fifty-four men, or a gill to 
each man was served ; no other food was fur- 
nished by the Confederates, what other they 
had was bought with their own money. 

(The ration of light bread of a common 
soldier in the United States Army is twenty- 
two ounces, and twelve ounces of pork or 
twenty of beef; besides that, our soldiers 
have thirty pound of potatoes for one hun- 
dred rations, or nearly a third of a pound per 
day to each man, besides coffee and sugar, 
&o., Sic') 

The food furnished us was insufficient for 
hialthful support of life. 



I When I reached the Libby Prison thoro 
( were say twc-nty-five Union officers, no more, 
in the prison, recently captured ; all the for- 
mer occupants had becji removed, as I am 
informed (and believe) by the rebels, to tlie 
number of seven hundred or over ; when I 
left the prison on the 28th, there were sixty- 
nine Union oOicers there. 

I spent four days in Hospital No. 21, where 
loounded Union prisoners (very few ml;) 
were under treatment ; I was there partly as 
a visitor, and also did partial duty as a sur- 
geon in the ward ; I was too ill to do full Am- 
ty ; I had better rations in the hospital than 
in prison, for I had rye coffee and a little 
meat, say two ounces daily, very poor bacon; 
the wounded men had the same ration of 
bread, no beans, two ounces of meat, rve 
coffee, occasionally a little sugar, and one 
gallon milk and one gallon whiskey, divided 
among two hundred and sixty men, or about 
a tablespoonful of whisk :?y and milk per man; 
they hail no other nut. iment or stimulation. 

I consider the nourishment and stimulation 
they received entirely insulTxcient to give 
them a proper chance for recovery. I am 
surprised that more do not die. Tiiere were 
many bad eases among them that must in- 
evitably sink under this treatment after afew 
days, and therefore I cannot state the true 
proportion of deaths. The condition of these 
men was such that any medical observer 
would impute it to insufficient stimulation 
and nutrition. The condition of the wounds 
generally was very unhealthy, not tending to 
heal, pale and flabby, and the tissues lax — 
just such a condition as we expect to see 
where the patient is improperly nourished by 
deficient nulrition. These wounded have ail 
been brought there since the battle of Spott- 
sylvania Court House. 

When I was captured, I ^ras brought into 
a rebel fort. It was raining. I had on a 
rubber blanket ; the blanket was taken fiMm 
my shoulders by a lieutenant, by the autho^ 
ity and consent of the commanding officer. 
I remonstrated agai ist his taking my pi:ivate 
property, and appealed to the commanding 
officer for protection, and to protect my 
rights. He replied, " Damn you, you have 
no rights." It was not possible for hiin to 
have been ignorant of the fact that I was a 
medical officer. Some two or three hours af- 
terwards, when 1 was about to leave the fort 
for Libby Prison, the lieutenant remarked to 
mc, " I hope I have treated you kindly." I 
replied, '* I have always treated your men 
and officers with kindness and consideration, 
but you have treated me harshly." I don't 
think he made any reply. The Provostr 
Marshal took away my sabre. I told him it 
was my private property, and that he ouglit 
not to take it away, and his answer was, "It 
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don't make any difference, I have a friend to 
whom I intend !o pve it." 

I have had wounded rebels under my hand 
for trcntnicnt on various occasions. The 
course J have always adopte;' If, to take care 
of my own men fnvt, fl)en the rebels, giving 
thi'm equal care and attention of every kind! 
I have taken ray own prjvate rations and 
piven them repeatedly to wounded rebels. 
All other medical officers of our army have 
done likewise, as far as my observation has 
extended. 

_ I have been in ,tne service two years and 
eight months, and I have been in all the cav- 
alry fights of the Army of the Potomac since 
I entered the service. 

The buildings in Richnr ond occupied for 
hospital purposes are well suited for such 
purposes, bemg large, convenient, and well 
ventilated. The wards arc well supplied 
with water, and tolerably cleanlj'. The pris- 
on (Libby) had just been thoroughly cleaned 
and was well white-washed. In tlie prison, 
we had one blanket as bed, and one as cover. 

No one can appreciate, without experience, 
the condition ol' the officers in the prison 
during the twelve days of my stay. Their 
faces wore pinched with hunger. I have 
seen ; i (iflieer, standing by the window, 
gnawing a bone like a dog. I asked him 
"what do you do it for?"' His reply was, 
" It will help fill up." They were constantly 
complaining of hunger. There was a sad 
and insatiable expression of the face impos- 
sible to describe. 

The bedding in Hospital No. 21, where 
the privates were confined by wounds, was 
very dirty. The covering was entirely old 
dirty quilts. The beds were offensive from 
tbe discharges from wounds and secretion of 
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the body, and were utterly unfit to place a 
sick or wounded man on. On the faces cf 
the wounded there was an anxious, haggai-d 
expression cf countenance, such as I have 
never seen before. I attribute it to want of 
care, want of nourishment and encourage- 
ment. There is a deficiency of medical sup- 
plies, such as bandages, lint, sticking-plaster, 
and medicines generally in this haspit.al, 
whether from actual waat cf these articles, 
or from unwillingness to supply them, I do 
not know. 

N. D. FURGUSON, 

Surgeon 8th N. Y. CavtJry 

Sworn and subscribed before me, at 
Washington, D. C, this 3d day of 
.June, A, D. IbM. 

M. II. KENDIG, 

Kotary Public. 

D. W. Richards, M. D., sivorn and ex- 
amined : — 
Residence, Northampton County, Pa. ; 
employment, Assistant Surgeon in 145th 
Pennc_»ilvania Volunteers; taken prisoner 
May 10th, 18C3 ; taken near Spottsylvania 
Court House, and conveyed to Prison Hos- 
pital No. 21, in Richmond, on the 20th of 
May, and left there 28th IMay. 

I have heard Dr. Purrruson's deposition, as 
made befoi^e this Committee. I corroborate 
that tes imony as relating to the condition 
and treatment of wounded prisoners. I 
know nothing further in regard to this mat- 
ter. 

D. W. RICHARDS, 

Assistant Surgeon W.5th P. V. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, at 
Wai?hington, T). C, this 3d day of 
Jurie, A. D. im. 

M. H. N. Kkxdig, 

Notary Tublic. 



EVIDENCE OF UNITED STATES ARMY SURGEONS, IN CHARGE OF THE FOUR 
HOSPITALS AT ANNAPOLIS AND BALTIMORE. MD., TO WHICH RETURNED 
UNION PRISONERS WERE BROUGHT IVm RICHMOND, VA. 

ALSO, EVIDEN'CE OBTAINED FROM EYE-WITFESSES. 



Testimony of Surgeon B. A. VanderKic/t, 
in charge of United States Army General 
Hospital DivisioJiNo. 1, Annapolix, Mary- 
land. Taken at the Hospital, May 31s/, 
18G4. 

CoMMissior^ERS Present. — Mr. Wilkins, 
Dr. Wallace, Mr. Walden. 

I have been tbe recipient of all the pris- 
oners returned from Richmond since the 1st 
of June, 18G3, except one steamboat load 
which were four hundred to fi ve hundred. I 
have received, I should judge, nearly (S'^OO) 



three thousand ; these are in a debilitated 
condition, badly clad, and down-spirited, on 
account of ill-treatment by starvation and 
exposure, as they all on inquiry agree in 
stating, and as I am convinced is the case by 
their actual condition on their arrival, and by 
rations shown to me, which they unanimous- 
ly state are the only ones given them. 

They unanimously state that their blankets, 
overcoats, watches, and jewelry and money 
have been taken from them, partially by their 
immediate captors, but also in a quasi-ofl[icial 
way, telling them that they will be restored 
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when tlioy are released, ^vl^5c■ll, as far as I 
know, and Lave been informed; have never 
been done. 

The returned prisoners state that tho of- 
ficials, such as guards and nurses, often re- 
ceive money from them, such as they may 
have been able to secrete, -with the promise 
that they shall have the equivalent returned 
in food, which promise is not performed. 

Colonel Palmer de Ccslnola (-ith New 
York Cavalry) told me that Avliilc acting as 
distributing commissary of articles of food 
and clothinpc sent by United States Govern- 
ment and United btates Sanitary Commis- 
sion, he observed that some of our prisoners 
at Richmond and Belle Isle, in ordeir to re- 
ceive a loss cruel treatment and to obtain 
larger rations, were acting as shoemakers for 
the Kebel Government. He at once told 
those men that such action was disloyal, as 
by so doinn; they indirectly assisted the re- 
bellion. The result of this remark induced 
the rebel authorities to deprive him of the 
privilege of being longer a distributing com- 
missary. 

Almost in all cases I find that our men 
state that when they were captured, they 
were in very good condition as to general 
physical health ; but I do not even need such 
a statement, as I am well acquainted with 
the regulations which govern the medical de- 
partment of our army, " to send to the rear 
every man who is not perfectly able to bear 
arms," and if a few feeble men have fallen 
into the hands of the rebels, they belong to 
the class called " stragglers," which certainly 
belong to the minority. 

From my experience^ of fifteen years of 
constant medical and military service in 
Northern Eui'ope, the East Indies, and Med- 
iterranean, as well as in our own army since 
September, 18G1, 1 affirm that the treatment 
to which oin* men have been subjected while 
prisoners of war in the hands of the enemy, 
13 against all rules of civilized warfare, and 
that I v;ould [»refer to fall into the hands of 
the Chinese of Borneo, called " Anack Baba," 
who murder their prisoners, than to fall into 
the hands of the rebels, where the lives and 
comfort of prisoners of war is a matter of 
such cruel mdiflerencc, to say the least, if 
not indeed, as one might almost be justified 
in Euppasing, a matter of determiacd policy. 

If 1 may believe the statements of our re- 
turned prisoners, the diseases under which 
they are suffering when they come into my 
hands, are attributable to tl ■> following 
causes, one or more : deprivation of clothing, 
deficiency of food in quantity and quality, 
want of fresh air, on account of overcrowd- 
ing in prison buildings and consequent una- 
voidable unclcanVmcss, and mental depres- 
s-on, the result of the above causes, and want 



of adequate shelter, exposure during the fall 
and winter. , 

The diseases most common among theso 
returned prisoners are scurvy, diarrhcea, 
and congestion of the lungs, which are not 
amenable to the ordinary treatment in ugj 
in civil life or in hospitals of our own army 

They are most successfully mastered bv 
high nutrition and stimulation, with clcan'u. 
ness and fresh air — medicinal treatKieut 
being of small assistance in the recovery of 
the sufferers, and often being (;ntiroly dis- 
pensed with. 

The medical records in my office show 
that this system is the only valid and eifec- 
tivc mode of management, thus proving by 
the counteracting efiect of good food, fur, 
cleanliness, and stimulants, that these dis- 
orders are the result of the causes above 
stated. 

I swear the above statement to be true. 

B. A. VANBEKKIEFT, 
Surgeon U. S. Volunteers in Charge. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, 
this sixth day of June, in the 
year ofoui- Lord one thousand 
eight liundred and sixry-ibiir, 
(June Cth, 1801.) 

[sEAi..] H. P. Leslie, 

Notary Tublic for and in the County 
of Anne Arundel, Maryland. 

Teslimonj/, bj; Letter, of Surgeon William S. 
Ely, Executive Officer U. S. A. General 
Hospital Dioidon, No. 1, Annapolii, Mart/- 
land, June G/A, 1864. 

Dr. ELLEKSLiii "vVallace, Phlladelpbia, 
Penn. 

Doctor : — I am ir. receipt of your com- 
munication of the 2nd iust., and would reply 
as follows: — 

I am an Assistant Surgeon of Volunteers 
in the service of the United States, and have 
been on duty in this hospital since October 
3d, 18G3, as executive officer and medical 
oMcer in charge cf a ward. I have been 

{)resent on the arrival of nearly every boat- 
oad of paroled prisoners since my connec- 
tion with this hospital commenced. 

I remember distinctly the arrival of the 
flag-of-trucc steamer " Kew York," Novem- 
ber 13th, 1863, and was present and assisted 
in unloading tlie men. I went on board the 
boat aiil saw bodies of six ("0) men who 
had die.i during the passage of the steamer 
from City Point, Va., to this place. JIo 
words can describe their appCjirance. In 
each case the sunken eye, the gaping month, 
the filthy sldn, the clothes aiid head alive 
with vermin, the repelling, bony contour — 
all conspired to lead to the conclusion that 
we were looking upon the victims c-f starva- 
tion, cruelty and exposure, to a degree aii- 
paralleled in the history of humanity. 
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I liaro ncTor seen more than tlie above from the coarsest quality dov/n to that mode- 
number of dead in any single arrival ; hub at rately fine. 

other dates, and on several occasions, I have i Diaphoretic action in many such cases, I 
6cen two (2) and three (3) dead on board have found almost unattainable. When we 
the boat, and have repeatedly known four consider the importance of the cutaneous 
(4) or six (G) to die within twelve (12) secretion, relative to a state ol health, it 
hours of their reception into hospital. The cannot be denied that, in many instances 
jame condition evidenced in the cases of the under attention, this is the prime exciting 
«ix (6) reierred to above, has characterized cause of the diseases of the pulmonary and 
nearly every instance, and leads us irresis i- abdominal organs, which arc so coustantly 
bly to the conclusion that death has been found among our llichmond patients, 
owing to a long series of exposure and hard- [ A great many post-mortem Cixaminations 
ahips, with a deprivation of the barest neces- of paroled prisoners who have died in our 
aities for existence. i hospitals, have been_ made by myself and 

I have known paroled prisoners of war to others. The thoracic organs arc seldom 
be admitted to this hospital with barely suf- found healthy. The pectoral muscles are so 
ficient clothing to cover their nakedness. I much wasted as to render the walls of the 
cannot say that I have seen any single case chest, to a cei'tain extent, transparent. The 
jrhere a patient was admitted without cither lungs frequently are found filling but half 
hat, coat, shoes, shirt, or stockings, but I the pulmonary cavities. Old pleuritic ad- 
have repeatedly seen men without one (1), hesions, in all degrees of extent, aregeaeral- 
tTO (2), or three (8) of these articles, and ly seen ; almost invariably there Is a local 
think that lean say, that when they possess- \ stasis or congestion of blood, posteriorly and 
ed all, It was an exceptional case. It Is our about the roots of the lungs; the heart is 
rule to strip each patient to his skin, and pro- , found flaccid, and often its walls arc attenu- 
vide all with entirely new clothing, because ' ated ; w' en taken out and laid down, it 
rags, filth and vermin preponderate so large- ] flattens from its own weight, is seldom filled 
ly as to render any further use of the various ; with a substantial clot, and generally con- 
arileles of apparel upon the bodies of pa- j tains but a very little dark, i^iin blood. Tu- 
tients reaching this point from Richmond, , bercular deposit is sometimes very extensive, 
Va., unhealthy, and in opposition to the j and in cases where there is no external ap- 
amplest principles of hyrfeue. pearance favoring the scrofulous diathesis, 

, Patients, when asked fljo manner in which , leading me to the conclusion that it has 
they lost their clothing, reply that they were been engendered ofttimes, in a previously 
robbed of what they had when captured, or healthy subject, by the deprivation of good, 
else, that during their imprisonment, often- v.holesome food, and the_ combination of 
times extending over many months, their unhealthy influences, to which so many of our 
clothing, piece oy piece, wore out, and that prisoners of war succumb. The liver is un^ 



they had no opportunity to procure a 
change. 

It 13 impossible for any, save those who 
have seen the condition of paroled men soon 
after their release from captivity, to have 
any Idea of the state of the skin covering their 
bodies. In many cases that I have observed, 
the dirt incrustation has been, so thick as to 
require months of constant ablution to re- 
cover the normal condition and function of 
the integument. Patients have repeatedly 
?tated, m answer to my interrogations, 
*Hhat they had been unable to wash their 
iiodies once In six: (G) months ; " that all that 
tine they had lain in the dirt, and, as might 
naturally be expected, the filth accumula' 



usually pale in color, and of ana;mic aspect; 
the intestines are sometimes much diseased, 
but frequently healthy. I have k no wn many 
instances of marked chronic diarrhoea, re- 
sultingj fatally, yet disclosing no orr/anic in- 
testinal changes or morbid appearances, — 
favoring the sup.)Osition that the diarrhoea 
is often only a si/mpiom of a want of tonicity, 
not of organic disease. 

I consider the frequency of pulmonary 
congestions among our patients from Rich- 
mond owing to the ^jltercd condition of the 
fluids of the system, especially the blood : its 
fibrinous portion becomes diminished, and 
stagnation takes place in the most depending 
portions of the lungs, giving us what we term 



tion was constantly increasing. Frequent- 1 a hypostatic pneumonia, depending on the 
ly, the entire cuticle must die and be de- 1 want of tone in the vessels and consequent 



tached before any healthy action can b.c 
ieeovercd. 

, I know not how to better compare the 
Cutaneous condition of these men m its dif- 



cnfeebled circulation. 

The treatment which I have found most 
effective in aiding the restoration to health 
of our reduced llichmond patients, is, very 



fei-cnt morbid states, than to liken it. In ! briefly, as follows : — Quinine, ire i, and cod- 
feeling, to the effect produced upon the • liver oil, (In their different preparations and 
fingers by passing them over sand-paper ' combinations), in sma Wdoaea; liquid concen- 
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tratod nourishment, a rigid enforcement of 
cleaiilincss, and regularity in eating and 
drinking, and, if possible, the hygienic ad- 
vantages of a tent ward. 

Our Tccords exhibit a mortality among 
our patients from Richmond of 18 per cent. 
I am, Doctor, very respectfully. 
Your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM S. ELY, 
Assistant Surgeon U. S. Volunteers. 

Personally appeared before me this sixth 
day of .luiic, 18tH, William 8. Ely, 
As.fiii-tant Surgcop U. S. Volunteers, 
and took oatli ttiat the statements 
above made are true to the best of 
his know ledg-c and belief. 

[Seal.] Hexry P. Leslie, 

Notary Public, Anne Arundel Co., Md. 

Tesiimony of Surgeon G. B. Parler, in charge 
of United States Army General Hospital, 
Division No. 2, Annapolis, Maryland. 
Taken at the Hospital, May 3lst, 18G4. 

ALL THE COMMISSIONERS PRESENT. 

Surgeon G. B. Parker, su-om and exam- 
ined : — 

I have been in charge of this hospital one 
year. During this time I have received a 
large number of prisoners in exchange. 
Their condition has been very low, very 
feeble, since last June. The large propor- 
tion of the ( ase? received here are marked 
" Debilitr.s.'' Jt was not specific disease 
with thorn; where it was, it was coupled 
with debility. 

The majority of the diseased cases were 
diarrhoea caused by bad diet — of insufficient 
and bad quality ; they have resulted from 
the want of variety of diet. This will pro- 
duce scurvy. 

I have seen an hundred of the rations 
served to the men. I do not consider the 
rations I have seen sufficient for the Rpport 
of life for any long time. 

\Vc give our men twenty ounces of beef 
on a march, per day, and twenty-two ounces 
of bread. Fourteen ounces of moat and ten 
ounces of bread will keep any man from 
flcarving ; less than twelve ounces of bread 
and ten ounces of meat per diem would pro- 
duce disease, and, if long continued, would 
fail to keep life up to the standard in a great 
majority of men. Lower than this would 
end in debility and decline ; in proportion 
as you vary a'man's diet, so is his general 
healih.* 

The majoi ity of the men did walk from 
the landing here. We did not receive the 
worit cases. In the main, the diseases were 

* A ration wlilch had been given to one of the 
men, produced and weighed : — weight two ounces of 
brcAd, nnd three- sixteenths of au ounce of meat ia 
ttc dry state 



produced by insufficient and a bad quality 
of diet. Their stomachs were not able to 
retain a sufficient quantity of solid food when 
the men first got here. I was led to the 
beliijf that the diarrhoea was produced by 
bad diet. 

I found nutrition was the most successful 
treatment. 

Have had cases of frost bite here resulN 
ing in mortifie.ition of the ends of the toes. 
Those were cases from Richmond — eight or 
ten cases. 

Though the men would be strong enough 
to walk from the dock up here, at the same 
time they were in that debilitated condition 
that a sli-^ht change of air wouIl! cause con- 
gestion ot the lungs, and death. Stimulantg 
and tonics arc largely used. 

There were a good many cases of scurvy, 
In the majority of cases of diarrhoea, there 
would be scorbutic symptoms. I had at one 
time eight returned prisoners who lost their 
teeth. I suppose this was owing to the treat- 
uienl these men had received, and their diet. 

At the hospital we give each man twenty 
ounces of bread per day, and one pound of 
meat, iticluding bone ; could not give the 

f trcentage of bone : we alsp give vegetables, 
n the winter we give cabbage, potatoes, 
rice and beans, molasses, tea, butter. A 
healthy soldier would get no butter. Twelve 
ounces of meat and twelve ounces of bread 

Eer day, rejecting the other articles, would 
e insutiicicnt to preserve good health. 

G. B. PAllKER 

Sworn to and subRcribed before mc, 
May aiat, 18W. 

D. P. Brown, Jr., 

United States Commissioner. 

June Ist, 1864. 

Commissioner Present. — Hon. J. L 
Clark Hare. 

Surgeon G. B. Parker, who teas before 
sworn, recalled : — 
A great many of those whom I mentioned 
yesterday as sufiering from debility and no 
specific disease, afterwards recovered. Seve- 
ral cases where their appearance was really 
favorable died very suddenly. On exami- 
nation, post mortem, they were found cjt- 
sanguinated to a wonderful degree ; the evi- 
dence of which was in large white fibrinous 
clots in the left side of the heart, and extend- 
ing into the aorta. This was found to be 
the oase with the majority of those who died 
In other cases, as 1 mentioned yesterday, 
they would take on acute disea.'c, generally 
congestion of the lungs, and die within 

1 twenty-four hours after tlie atta<'k. 
G. B. PAIIKEB, 
Assistant Surgeon U. S. Army. 
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Testimony of Surgeon De Will C. Peters, 
in charge of Jarvis General, Hospital, Bal- 
timore, Aid., taken at Baltimore June 1st, 
1864. 

Commissioners Prksent: — Dr. Mott, 
Dr. DelafielcJ, Judge Hare. 

De Witt C. Peters, sworn and examin- 
ed: — 

I am an Arsistant-Surjcon of the United 
States Army, stationec} at Jarvis General 
Hospital, Baltimore. On or about the 16th 
of April, 1804, I received at the hospital 
over which I had charge, some two hundred 
and fifty paroled prisoners of war, recently 
relumed from Belle Island and Richmond. 

The greater majority of these men were 
in a semi-state of nudity. They were labor- 
ing under such diseases as chronic diarrhoea, 
phthisis pulmonalis, scurvy, frost bites, gen- 
eral debility, caused by starvation, neglect, 
and exposure. Many of them had partially 
bst their reason, forgetting even the date 
of their capture and every thisg connected 
with their antecedent history. They resem- 
ble, in many respects, paticn'3 laboring un- 
der cretinism. 

They were filthy in the extreme, covered 
with vermin. Some had extensive bed sores 
caused by laying in the sand and dirt, and 
nearly all were extremely emaciated; so 
much so that they had to be cared for even 
like infants. Their hair had not been cut, 
nor the men shaved in many instances for 
months. On inquiry of these men as to 
what was the matter with them, the invari- 
able answer was starvation, exposure, and 
neglect, while prisoners on Bello Island. 
They informed me, that while on Belle 
Island during the inclement months of the 
past winter, there ivcre congregated at one 
time in a space less than three acres, one 
hundred and ten squads of prisoners, each 
numbering one hundred persons. Less than 
half of these had old worn-out Sibley and 
other tents for shelter. The remainder were 
obliged to accommodate themselves ar best 
they could. But a few of them had bla> ots. 
Tiieso were issued to them by our Govern- 
ment under flag of truce. Some had over- 
coats. Many had no shoes except patches 
that they had contrived themselves. 

Tiiose that escaped freezing to death dur- 
ing the cold nights, did so. by csercising and j 
by huddlin": together in heaps like hogs, al- 
ternating places with those more exposed in 
the heaps, and with those in the tents, until 
at last they were obliged to go to the faos- 
pittti. 

They informed mc, that each morning, 
numbers were found frozen to death, who 
had probably died from other causes — ex- 
haustion. They stated to me further, that 



they believed this system of slow starvation 
was carried on to prevent other men from 
enlisting in our army. 

The ration allowed them was a small 
piece of corn bread, the meal of wliich con- 
tained also the cob, a little rice soup very 
rarely, and sometimes, but rarely, a small 
quantity of meat — a few^ ounces ; the)' con- 
I'essed that they had eaten dog meat when- 
ever they were so fortunate as to capture a 
doi 



In the hospitals, according to the statement 
made to me by Hospital Steward James, 
United States Army, they fared a little 
better, although, even there, they had an 
insufHciency of food, and tire beds were 
filthy and covered with vermin, lie states 
that at hospital No. 21, where be was serving 
as one of the apothecaries during three 
months, January, February and. March, 
there were adrnittod two thousand seven 
hundred of our men, of wliom nearly four- 
teen hundred and fifty died.* They lacked 
medicines and all appliances needed for the 
sick. The patients in the hospital had one 
advantage over prisoners of war on Belle 
Island : that was, they were allowed to buy 
a loaf of bread the size of a man's fist, for 
which they paid five or six dollars Confed- 
erate money. 

Out of the two hundred and fitly men re- 
ceived by me, so far, fifteen have died ; thd 
post-mortems of which have made apparent 
diseases of nearly all the viscera to a re- 
markable extent. 

I received one man incurably insane, 
caused, as I was informed and believe, by 
joy, produced by the news that he was to bo 
exchanged. I found, from excess of habit, 
they had become like savages in their hab- 
its, and lost the decencies of life, a^^d had 
to be taught like children the decencies of 
society. 

The health* and constitutions of the ma- 
jority of these men are permanently under- 
mined. Under proper care and treatment, 
which consisted in their not eating too much, 
a spare but concentrated diet, may have ral- 
lied. In one instance a boy gamed forty- 
pounds in two weeks; he still has phthisis 
and can hardly stand exposure or active ex- 
ercise. A case of scurvy occurred among 
others which is the worst I ever saw or read 
of; a man turning red or nearly black from 
head to foot ; he died in twenty-four hours. 

I think nine-tenths of the men weighed 
under one hundred pounds; they appeared 
to be articulated skeletons; covered with 
simply inte'jument ; had dropsy and <£dcma 

* The quarterly report from which these figures 
are taken, was obtained and brought home by a 
rotamed Unioa prisoner. It will be found oq 
psges 68—9. 



52 



CRUELTIES QF REBEL AUTHORITIES 



in the feet caused b)- weakness ; and vrcre 
the most pitiable objects to behold. They 
had an untontroUabic appetite. 

DE ^V1TT c. p^:ters, 

Assist. pNi coon United States Army, in charge 
ol Jiu vis Hospital, li 'Itimorr, JW, 

Sworn to aru' subscribed before mc, 

Juuc i Pt, IS '>l. 

U. 1*. UuuWN, Jr., 

United states Commissioner. 

Testimony of Surf/eon A. Chapel, in cJiarje 
of Wc^Cs Jiuildincis Hospital, Baltimore, 
Md., taken at Baltimore, June 2, 1864. 

CoM.MissiONT.us Present: — Dr. Mott, 
Dr. DelaOcld, Judge Hare. 

Surgeon A. CfiAPEL, affirmed and exam- 
ined : — 

I am Surgeon in charge of West's Build- 
ing? Tlospital, BiiUItnorc. On the 18th of 
April, ISlJl, I received at the hospital one 
hundred and five of the paroled prisoners 
i'roni liicliinond, brought to this point on 
the flag-ol-l mice boat " New York. " These 
Tvcrc the worst cases received at this point 
by that boat; none of them being able to 
st^^md alone. All were brought into the 
hospital u[ion stretchers. 

Ncar'y ;i!l were in an extreme state of 
emaciation, filthy in the extreme, and cov- 
ered witli vermin. Some of them so eaten 
by tl.-e vermin as to very nearly resemble 
a case of scabbing from small-pox, being 
covered witii sores from head to foot, so as 
scarcely to be able to touch a wel'. portion 
of the skin with the point of the finder. 

Their appearnnce was such in the way 
of filth and dirt, as to convince any one 
that they had not had an opportunity for 
ablution for weeks and mouths. Several 
were in a state of semi-insanity, and all 
seemed, and acted, and talked, like chil- 
Oxcn, in tlioir desires for food, &c. Very 
few of them had blankets or clothing, 
K)rae in a stUo of semi-nudity. 

Upon being questioned upon the causes 
of their condition, the testimony was uni- 
versal: — starvation, exposure, and neglect, 
while ^)risoners at Ilichraond and Belle Isle. 

Then' universal declaration was, in rcfer- 
cntie to their living, that they were provided 
with only one small portion of corn-bread 
per day, which was made simply from corn- 
meal and water, without salt, rot larger than 
a man'.s hnn'!; it tv.os about an inc-li and a 
quarter tliirk. This was the portion for the 
day. Tiiey pnmctimes got small port'ons of 
meat once a day, two days in a week. 
Several of them told mc that they had been 
abU: to g( t fKcasIonally a small piece of the 
Qe.sh of a dog, which they had cooked and 
eaten with great relish, aad that they had 



! caught rats and eaten them in the same 
way. Many of them believed that the meat 
issued to them was cut from the bodies of 
mules. 

^They said, while on Belle Isle they had 
no means of shelter, but were obliged to 
huddle together in heaps, to protect them- 
selves Irom the inclement weather ; — oilcn 
one or two blankets in thickness covering 
five or six persons; — ollen lying one upon 
another in tiers, and changing places as they 
became tired out. They state that they 
had little or no shelter while prisoners at 
Belle Isle. 

We were obliged to treat them as children, 
in regulating their diet in the hospital, hav- 
ing to restrain their over-eating, and confine 
them to a concentrated but nourishing and 
generous diet. 

Several cases had rto disease whatever, but 
sulTered from extreme emicialion and star- 
vation. The limb of one of these men could 
be sjxinncd with the thumb ami finger, just 
above the knee. This patient, a boy of 
nineteen years old, would not weigh over 
fifty pounds then, though in health prohahlj 
one hundred and thirty-five pounds. This 
was not a solitary instance, many others 
being extremely emaciated. ]Many present- 
ing the .appearance of mere living skeletons, 
with the skin drawn tightly over the bones. 

Many of them were laboring under such 
diseases as dropsy, pulmonary consumption, 
scurvy, mortification from cold, several 
having lost one-half of both feet from this 
cause. 

Several were afflicted with very severe 
bed-sore?, caused by lying in the sand with- 
out shelter. One man, unable to lie in any 
other way but on his face, and lived about 
four weeks in this way. 

Up to the present time, of the number 
received, (one hundred and five), forty-two 
have died. All gave evidence of extensive 
visceral disease, of which etarvation, cold, 
and neglect, were undoubtedly the primary 
cause. Some of the cases f^ank frcan extreme 
debility, without any evidence of disease as 
the cause of death. 

A. CIIArEL, 

.Surgeon U. S. A. 

AlTirnipd to nnrt subscribed 
before mo, .June vjd, 1804. 

D. P. Browx, Jr., 

' UnitiW Slates Coratnlpsloner. 

Testimony of Mv!s D. L. Dir., lalrn at Bal- 
timore, Maryland, June lui, 18G-1. 

]Mi?s D. L. DiX sicom and examined : — 

Last winter I was at Annapolis and ex- 
amined ma! I- hundred returned prisoners. 
I inquired of these men exactly the manner 
in which they were fed and treated on B»dlo 
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Iflnnd. ox-'iminrrl them individnnlly, and hy 
sixes and stivcn?. I snw no disposition on 
the part of tlicsc men to exaggerate their 
sufferings. 

Inquiring from -what cnnscs they had suf- 
fered most severely, ^vhetllcr rapid marches, 
exposure to i;u dement weather, lack of ap- 
parel, or hunger, — tlie answer was invari- 
abh", " From hunger wh'lc at Belle Island." 
I inquired the amount of animal food allowed 
a day, wlien they had any at all ; they re- 
plied that an iron-bound bucket, filled with 
packed meat, was the allowance for one 
hnndrcd men ; the weight of bucket and 
meat would be twenty-five pouni^s. When 
cooked this afforded a very small quantity 
for each man. 

As Winter and Spring advanced, the only 
food supplied was corn-me^l mixed with 
water and roughly baked. This bucket of 
meat I speak of was allowed them about 
twice a week, with a very little rice in the 
autumn. I understand that in the hospitals 
th?y occasionally had a little boiled rice, to 
which was sonu'liraes added a very small 
quantity of I'rown sugar or molasses. 

I gather from Confederate authority as 
we'l as from our returned prisoners, — and 
aCoiifedcrate ofrieial whose evidence cannot 
be questioned in that matter, declared, that 
the sole sustenance at Belle Island was corn- 
meal and n'ater, — that of the numbers re- 
maining at IJfdle I.-^land, then about eight 
thousand, about twenly-five died daily; that 
ihe mort^'i.ity in Georgia was still greater, j 
and that it would be but a few weeks before 
the deaths would count fiAy a day. 

Another fai t which he affirmed as a rea- 
lon for withholding so much from our prison- 
er'*, sent by their friends and the Govcrn- 
loent, was the cruel ;.nd severe restrictions 
imposed on their men in our hands. 

1 had visited those very prisoners to whom 
he referred at Point Lookout ; thoy were 
supplied with vegiitables, with the best wheat 
bread, and fresh or salt meat three times 
daily in abundant measure — the full Gov- 
ernment ration. 

In the camp of about nine thousand rebel 
prisoners, there were but four hundred re- 
ported to the stirgeon ; of these, one hundred 
were confined to their beds, thirty were very 
eick, and perhaps fifteen or twenty would 
lievcr recover. 

The hospital food consisted r f beef tea, 
bcpf Eotip, rice, milk, milk puncl., n;']k grnol, 
ieraonade, stewed fruits, bcei-steak, vegeta- 
bles and mutton; white nugar was employed 
in cotiking. The supplicf were, in fact, 
more ample and abup 'ant than in ho'piials 
where our own men -vere under treatment. 

To return to the condition of the Federal 
prisoners on Belif- 7 land, thero was at no 



time adequate shelter for the entire number 
till late in spring, when the number had 
been greatly reduced by transfer to Georgia, 
exchanges and death. 

I was told that in the morning it was not 
uncommon to find men dead from exposure 
and rain. 

I have repeatedly seen the exchanged 
prisoners reduced to the lowest extremity 
through want of food. Of more than foar 
hundred landed in Baltimore, some little 
time since, nearly, if not the entire number, 
were suircring from the effects of hunger; 
more than one hundred of these were taken 
a Jew yards across the wharf, to the hospital, 
on stretchers; seven died before they could 
be taken into the building, and seven more 
that same night. Their e'othing was filthy 
to the last degree ; they were covered with 
vermin ; they "were the merest bund'ea of 
bones and skin, and s-' iiie bon ^s piercing the 
flesh. The cries of these poor men for food 
were pitiful in the extreme. 

In addition to their other sufferings, many 
had lost portions of their feet by frost. The 
minds showed the weakness of the body. 
Some wore reduced to idioey. They would 
entreat for an apple or a bit of nteat to look 
at, if they could not be allowed solid food. 
Many of thes*. |K)or creatures died, and 
others, I und(:rstand from surgeons, are en- 
feebled for life. 

!Many of these prisoners when brought on 
the ffag-of-trucc boat, were observed to clasp 
their hands and fix their gaze upon the 
American flag : " It is enough, thank God, 
we are at home." A remarkable trial of 
disinterestedness : llcv. M. Ilall said, " What 
can I do for you, my boys?" " Hasten ex- 
changes and bring away our comrades." 

A gentleman of Washington, who had 
been permitted to convey a body for burial 
to the South, on board the flag-of-truce boat, 
remarked that all the rebel prisoners were 
in vigorous health, c<juipped in clothes fur- 
nished by the United States Government; 
many of them with blankets and haversacks, 
while we received in return not one able- 
bodied man at that time. I have witnessed 
this fact myself, on other occasions on the 
flag-of-truce boats. 

The rations served to the prisoners on 
Belle Island, whether drawn from supplies 
furnished by the Federal Government, or 
through the individual liberality of Nortk- 
ern c itizens, were never dispensed in suf- 
ficient quantities by the ConJcderate author- 
itie<- to satisfy hunger. 

I have seen tons of provisions shipped on 
the flag-of-truc boat from the North, for the 
relief of our prisoners at Richmond. Little 
or nothing eame from the South for rebel 
prisoners at the North. Clothing and blank- 
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ets were sent by our Government to the pris- 
oners in quantiiics, but not fully distributed. 

One. reason why our men were so wholly 
destitute of c'.othing at a late season, was the 
temptation they were under to give them 
away for a biscuit, or a small quantity of food, 
to save them from starvation. 

D. L. DIX. 

Swors to and oubscrUhid before me, 
June 1, 1604. 

D. p. BiiowN, Jr., 

United States Commissioner. 

I certify that the foregoing testimony was 
taken and reduced to writing in presence of 
the respective witnesses, and by them sworn 
or affirmed to in my presence, at the times, 
places, and in the manner set forth. 

D. P. BPvOWN, JR., 

United States Commiasioner. 



. Testimony of Joseph B. Abhottf Special Re' 
lief Agent United States Saiiitary Com- 
mission, taken at Washington, D, C, June 
Srd, 1864. 

Commissioners Pkksent. — Mr. Wilkins, 
Dr. Wallace, Mr. Walden. 

Joseph B. Abbott, aged twenty-eight years, 
Agent of Special Relief Department, United 
States Sanitary Commission. Holds his com- 
mission as Chief Assistant, Special Relief 
Department, Umied States Sanitary Com- 
mission. Is a native of New Hampshire, has 
been a resident of North Carolina, resided 
in North Cart' na nearly four years, prior to 
the war. Has been engaged with the United 
Stalc^s Sanitary Commission since March 
12th, 1862. 

During the past Spring, since February, 
my position has given me means of observa- 
tion of returned prisoners from Richmond, 
Belle Island, Danville, Salisbury, and Co- 
lumbia, but directly from Richmond. I first 
came in ccmact at Fortress Monroe with 

frisoners on flag-of-truce boats, from City 
oint to Annapolis. The men had no blank- 
ets, but what were said to have been fur- 
nished them at City Point by the United 
States Government. Very few had coats ; 
many had no shirts ; |>ants, poor, ragged and 
dirty ; clothing all dirty ; skin very filthy, 
and covered with vermin. One man had 
convulsions all the time during the trip. As- 
sistant Surgeon Dr. Fry told me that tliey 
•were caused by vermin. Th-3 man was much 
emaciated ; vermin very thick upon his body 
— common body lice. Ho was scratching as 
at lice, and thi owing them off him and slap- 
ping them with his blanket. 

This is a general statement of all my ob- 
aervation. 



My experience extended over throe, loat 
loads. No difference in the conilition of the 
prisoners' clothing. The condition of the 
men on the last boat as to physical state, was 
worse than all previous. Two or three boat 
loads have arrived since my services ceased. 
JVlr. Thompson, one of the United States 
Sanitary Commission Agents, accompanied 
the men on these boats. Mr. Thomjison is 
now at White House, Virginia, on the Pa- 
munky river. Cannot communicate with 
him by telegraph. 

In general aspect and condition of re- 
turned prisoners, all were more or less emi- 
ciated. Of the first boat load, three-fifths 
very much so. Of second and third boats, 
four-fifths very much po. The condition of 
some of those who ^vere less emaciated than 
others was owing to their ha\'ing mone}- with 
which they purchased provisicrJ. 1 believe 
the fact from statements made by tl-.etn cn mj 
inquiry. My attention was drawn to the 
fact by the Assistant Surgeon. I could pick 
oiit the men that had money by their physi- 
cal condition. 

Clothing was usually taken from them by 
their captors before their arrival at Rich- 
mond. Money was taken from them official- 
ly just before entering prison, except those 
that had succeeded in secreting it. I believe 
these facts from statements made by the men. 
They were also credited with the amountj, 
and were told that when released the amounts 
would be returned. I heard of no soldier 
who had ic returned to him. In case of of- 
ficers it was sometimes returned in Confed- 
erate currenc;; , 

On the first boat load there was about one 
hundred and fifty on cots sick, — with dia^ 
rhoea generally. Many of these one hun- 
dred and fifty men had the scurvy; gre^t 
many suffering from pneumonia. Often 
heard the physician say that these disorders 
were due to confinement, exposure, and bad 
food. In all I saw some ten or twelve dying 
on the boats. From the last boat I saw five 
come off on sliore in a dying state. I saw 
one man die cn the boat ; the Doctor said 
his death was caused by starvation. Saw 
one already dead on the boat at Fortress 
Monroe. The Doctor said hia death was 
caused by eating. IIo died from eating too 
much after he had been starved. He ob- 
tained this over amount of food after having 
come into our hands. 

The Doctor said that he had to be very 
cautious in giving them their rations, or they 
would injure themselves by getting too much j 
that several had died in consequence of eat- 
ing too much, which they obtained from their 
comrades, who were too feeble and too far 
gone to cat the rations which were ^ven 
them. Some would secrete their rations and 
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try to get a second ration. The AssisUint 
Surgeon told me that the one I bad seen 
dead had eaten three rations which he had 
obtained from his comrades. 

The prisoners on board the boats stated 
that their diseases and sufferings, such as I 
witnessed, were caused by want of protection 
from wet and cold, and by insufficient and 
bad food.; this was their invariable state- 
ment. 

The Union prisonen were not at all vin- 
dictive, and expressed a desire to have the 
rebel prisoners well clothed and fed ; this 
was the case with all the men I spoke to on 
the subject on the three boats. 

My Reason for making this inquiry was the 
remark of the Union prisoners in regard to 
the healthy condition of the rebel prisoners 
who were exchanged. Some of them re- 
marked that it would make the condition of 
tho Union prisoners worse if they attempted 
to retaliate, and would do no good. "The 
general idea as expressed by the men was, 



that they did not wish to sec the rebel pris- 
oners treated as they bad been. 

I have bet n on the battle-field and in hos- 
pitals and wicnessed much suffering, but never 
did I experience so sad and deplorable a con- 
dition of human beings, as that of the pa- 
roled Union prisoners just from Belle Island, 
and the rebel prisons of the South, emaciated 
by starvation, with impaired minds, vision^ 
powers of speech and hearing, occasioned by 
want of sufficiency of wholesome food, ex- 
posure to the cold and inclementstorms of wind 
and rain. I believe from what I have seen 
and experienced among our unfortunate pria- 
oners on board the flag of-truco boats, that 
their barbarous treatment and sufferings 
which they endured while confined in the 
military prisons of tho South can hardly be 
exaggerated. J. B. ABBOTT. 

Sworn and subscribed bclbrc mcntWnshtng- 
ton, D. C, this 3d day of June, A. D. ISW. 

M. H. N. Kendig, 

Notary Public. 



QUARTERLY REPORT 
Of the Hospitals for the Federal prisoners, Richmond, Va., furnished b>; Surgeon-General, 
C. S. A., April 1, 1864. Olttained by a paroled and returned Federal prisoner. 
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Febris Cont. Communis 
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DISEASES. 



Anasarca 

Ascites 

Hydrothorax 

Bheumatism Acute .... 
" Chronica . 

Absressus 

Anthrax 

Ulcus 

Contusio 

GelDtio 

Vulnus Incisum 

Lumbago 

Vulnus Sclopiticum 

Otitis 

Debilitas 

Hxmorrhois 

Morbi Cutia 

Scorbutus 

.l^imores 

Dry Gangrene from 
Irozeu Feet 

Total 

Tota! De-iths 



A true copy. 
(Signed) 



A. R. ROOT, 



Colonel CoDunan.-iing, Camp Parole. 
A true copy. 

B. A. VANDERKIEFT, 

Surgeon U. S. Vols. In charge U. S. General Hospt- 
pital, Division No. 1, Auiunpolis, Md. 

Tlie Commission have received a letter trom Col. 
A. K. Koor, Commanding, &c., ptating that he has 
eatisractory evidence of tlic authenticity and reU»- 
bleneaa of this " Quarterly Beport." 
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EVIDENCE EELATING TO UNITED STATES STATIONS FOE EEBEL PRISONEHS. 



Letter from Quartermaster-General^ M. C. 

Meigs, United States Army. 

Qoartermastee-Gkneral's Office, 

Wasuington, D. C, July Gth, 1804. 

Dr. Elleslie Wallace, Philadelphia. 

Sir, — I have the honor to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 20 th ult., m 
which, in beh-vlf of a Committee the Unit- 
ed States Sanitary Commission, you make 
inquiry in relation to the condition and treat- 
ment of rebel prisoners of war in our hands. 

In reply, you are respectfully informed 
that such prisoners are treated with ?\l the 
consideration and kindness that might be ex- 
pected of a humane and Christian people. 
The rations allowed, to them are ample and 
»f good quality. The reduction recently 
made in the prisoner's ration was for the 
purpose of bringing it nearer to what the 
rebel authorities profess to allow their sol- 
diers, and no complaint has been heard of its 
in-3ufEciency. 

Suitable provision has been made by the 
Government for supplying the prhoncrs with 
all necessary clothing and blankets ; and at 
each depot there is a sutler, authorized to 
sell to them, at reasonable rates, certain 
prescribed articles of comfort and conveni- 
ence, such as our soldiers desire to purchase. 

Fuel is provided by the army regulations, 
and is liberally furnished. 

Shelter is not denied to any " during the 
inclement and cold season," and for those 
who require thciu, comfortable hospital ac- 
commodations, and skilful medical and sur- 
gical attention are provided. 

The Commissary-General of Prisoners in- 
forms me that he has heard of no order to 
efaoot prisoners for being at the windows or 
near them, and he does not believe that or- 
ders of that character have any where been 
given. He has heard of no prisoners being 
&hot under such circnstances. 

General Butler did, in the early part of 
this year, offer to exchange prisoners, grade 
for grade, and man for man, of those at Point 
Lockout, and two other places, but the pro- 
position was not acceded to by the rebel au- 
thorities. 

Your inquiries arc thus substantially an- 
swered. 

I enclose copies of the orders of tie Com- 
missary-General of Prisoners, regulating the 
conduct and treatment of prisoners of war, 
and the rations they now receive.* 
I am, very respectfiUly, 
Your obedient servant, 

M. C. MEIGS, 

Qoartermaster-Gesend. 

• mated In tlds Appendix. 



Testimony taken at Fort Delaware, 
June 21st, 1864. 

Commissioners Present. — Dr. Wal- 
lace, Judge Hare. 

Captain Gilbert S. Clark, sworn and 
examined : — 
I came to this post 18th March, 1862, and 
the Subsistence Department at this post hag 
been under my charge since May, 1862. 
The rations were as follow : 
Bread — 18 onnces per ration ; or. 
Corn Meal — 20 ounces per ration. 
Beef — 1 pound per ration ; or, 
Bacon or Pork — f pound per ration. 
Beans — 8 quarts per one hundred men; or, 
Hominy or Rice — 10 pounds per one hun- 
dred men. 

Sugar — 14 pounds per one hundred men. 
!^o Coffee — 7 or 9 pounds per hundred 
men. 

Adamantine Candles — 5 per one hundred 
men; or, 

Tallow Candles — 6 per one hundred men. 
Soap — 4 pounds per one hundred men. 
Salt — 2 quarts pei* one hundred men. 
Molasses — 4 qupj-ts per one hundred men, 

twice per week. 
Potatoes — 1 pound per man, three times 

per week. 

When beans were issued, hominy or rice 
not issued. 

These were the rations to which the pris- 
oners were entitled. Bread was issued, ia 
point of fact, and not corn meal. Fresh beef 
was issued, during this time, four times a 
week. When we had to give them hard 
bread they received a pound. When fresh 
beef was given, a pound and a quarter was 
given, and a less proportion of salt meat. 

This was done by orders of the command- 
ing officer, with a view to the sanitary coodi* 
tion of the men. 

According to instructions for the Commia' 
sary-Gener£U of Prisoners, a fund was creat- 
ed by selling all surplus rations, under regu- 
lations, and with this fund were purchased 
vegetables in addition to the regular rations. 
The order . referred to, under which ika 
course was adopted, was as follows : 

CmCULAR. 
• • • • » • 

" V. A general fund, for the benefit of the^ 
prisoner, will be made by withholding^ frons. 
their rations all that can be snared witho'il'i/ 
inconvenience to them, and selling tWi sur- 
plus, under existing regulations, to ihe Comr 
oiissary, who will bold the funds in liit bandir. 
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und be acountabic for them, subject to the 
commauding officer's order to coVer pur- 
chases. The purchases with the fund will 
be made by or through the Quartermaster, 
with the approval or order of the command- 
ing officer, the bills being pair} by the Com- 
missary, who will keen account book, in 
which will be carefully entered all receipts 
and payments, w;th ihe vouchers; and he 
will keep the .-ommanding officer advised, 
fix)m time to tifne, of the amount of this fiind. 
At the end of the month he will furnish the 
commanding officer with an account of the 
fond for the month, showing the receipts and 
disbursements, which account will oe for- 
warded to the Commissary-General of Pri- 
soners, with the remarks of the commanding 
officer. With this fund will be purchased all 
gnch artii^lcs as may be necessary for the 
health and comfort of the prisoners, and 
which would otherwise have to be purchased 
by the Government : among these articles 
are all table furniture and cooking utensils, 
articles for policing purposes, bedticks and 
straw, the means of improving or enlarging 
the barracks accommodation, extra pay to 
cki-ks who have charge of the camp, post- 
office, and who keep the accounts of moneys 
deposited with the commanding officer, &c., 
ic." 

The provisions, according to nay return, 
actually issued, were the same as for the 
garrison troops. The rations detailed above 
were the rations actually given to the men. 
The amount drawn on the books, for their 
tt-coiint, was larger — and as large as that 
issued to the garrison, with the exception of 
flour or bread, which was eighteen ounces 
instead of twenty-two ounces. When I say 
aetnally issued, I mean when entered on my 
returns as issued. The difference between 
the amount thus issued, and the amount 
given as above, was sold and converted into 
aiund for the benefit of the prisoners, aa I 
have stated, according to the order of which 
I have given an extract. 

This fund was expended and applied for 
fiieir use in the purtfhaaeof extra vegetables 
and articles of comfort. 

This course is pursued towards our own 
tfoops iu camp and garrison; the surplus 
#liit:h they do not use being sdld for their 
benefit to the Commissary of Subsistence, 
and regularly entered, and the proceeds ap- 
plied to their use. 

The surplus rations sold for the prisoners 
w'ere about the same as those sold for the 
garrison at the same time, showing that the 
amount actually consumed by the prisoners 
was about the same, per man, as that con- 
romcd by the garrison. When hard bread 
i» issued, prisoners not uKftwjuently leave a 
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portion of it on the table. A large amount 
of bread has been found stowed away by 
them in the barracks. The rations are pre- 
cisely the same as that used for garrison, and 
of very good quality. 

My expenditures for vegetables alone, foi' 
the use of the prisoners, out of the fund 
arising fi*om the sale of the surplus rations, 
amounted, at times, as high as ti-om S^,000 
to $3,000 a month. Foi- instance, 1 w^ould 
b'ly extra quantities of potatoes and ouions, 
tuinips, cabbage, pickles, carrots. 

I have frequently asked my overseers if 
the prisoners compla':>ed of not having 
enough, and if they (Aid, to give them more, 
and to let no man want, as I could afford to 
do from the savings. During all the time I 
have been here, I have scarcely heard a 
complaint. No material change was made 
in the rations given to the pri? oners till the 
first of this month, (June 'G4) ; since diirf 
date, the following has been the ration ^veii 
the prisoners : 

The rations issued on the returns remjun^- 
ed the same as before. The amount givHi' 
was reduced to the following quantity, by 
order of the Secretary of War : 

"B." 
" RATIOIT : 

"Pork or Bacon, . . 10 ozs. (in lieu pf* 

fresh beef.) 

Fresh Beef, .... 14 
Flour, or Soft Bread, 16 « 
Hard Bread, ... 14 « (in lieu of 
Flour or Soft Bread.) 
Corn Meal, .... 16 « (in lieu <» 

Flour or Bread.) 
Beans or Peas, . . . 12|^ lbs. 
or, Rice, or Hominy, . 8 " 

Soap, 4 « I to 100 

Vinegar, 3 qts. ("rations. 

Salt 3JIb3. 

Potatoes, 15 " J 

Sugar and coffee, or tea, will be iasned only 
to the sick and wounded, on the recommen- 
dation of the surgeon in charge, at the rate 
of twelve (12) pounds of sugar, fi^e (5) 
pounds of ground or seren (7) pounds of 
green coffee, or one (1) potind of tea, to the 
one hundred rations. This part of the 
tion will be allowed only for every othef 
day." 

The difference between the ration givM 
and the ration issued continues to be sold, 
and the proceeds aj^plied to the benefit of 
the prisoners, as betore. The coixsequ^nce 
is that the surplus fund for their use is ui^^. 

I refer to the circulars issued by the War 
Depanmeht, April 20th, 1864, and June let, 
1864, as contamihg the reg^tidns under 
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which I am now acting, hereto appended, 
marked " A " and " B." 

The bread, as now issued, is made one- 
fifth of corn meal and four-fifths of flour. 
This change was made at the request of the 
prisoners. 1 use the same quality of bread. 

GILBERT S. CLARK, 

Captain and C. S. Vol. 

9worn to and eubacribed before mc, 
June 2lBt, im. 

D. P. Browjt, Jr., 

United States Commissioner. 
" A." 

'•OrncEOF Commis9ary.Geneii.\lof Phison- 
KKs, Washington, April 20, iSii. 
" [ClRCULAR.J 

" By authority of the War Department, 
the following Regulations will be observed 
at all stations where prisoners of war and 
political or State prisoners are held. Ti e 
regulations will supersede those issued from 
this office July 7, 1861 : 

L _ Tho Commanding Officer at each sta- 
tion b held accoun table for the discipline 
and good order of his command, and for the 
security of the prisoners, and will t;ikc such 
measures, with the means placed at hia dis- 
posal, as will best secure these results. He 
will divide the prisoners into companies, and 
will cause written reports to be made to him 
of their condition every morning, showing 
the changes made during the preceding 
twenty-four hours, giving the names of the 
"joined," " tranafcrrcd," "deaths," &c. 
At the end of every month Commanders 
will send to the Commissary-General of 
Prisoners a Iteturn of Prisoners, giving 
name;} and details to explain " alterations." 
If rolls of "joined" or "transferred" 
have been forwarded during the month, it 
will be sufficient to refer to them on the re- 
turn according »o forms furnished. 

IL On the arrival of any prisoners at 
any station, a careful comparison of them 
with the rolls which accompany them will 
be made, and all errors on the rolls will be 
corrected- When no roll accompanies the 
prisoners, one will immediately be made out, 
containing all the information required, as 
correct as can be, from the statements of 
prisoners themselves. When the prisoners 
are citizens, the town, fiounty and State 
from which they come will be given on the 
rolls under the headings — Rank, Regiment, 
and Company. At stations where prisoners 
are received frequently, and in small parties, 
a list will be furnished every fifth day — the 
last one in the month may oe for six days — 
of all prisoners received during the preced- 
ing five days. Immediately on their arrival, 
pnsoners will be required to give up all 
anns and weapons of «vtfry description, of 
wUcb the Commanding Omcer will require 



an accurate list to be made. When prls. 
oners arc forwarded for exchange, du])rK:ate 
parole rolls, signed by the prisonci-s, will be 
sen* with them, and an ordinary roll will be 
sent, to the Commissary-General of Prison- 
ers. Wlien they are transferred from one 
station to another, an ordinary roU will be 
sent with them, and a copy of it to the Com- 
missary-General of Prisoners. In all cases, 
the officer charged with conducting prison- 
ers will report to the officer under whose 
orders he acts, the execution of his service, 
furnishing a receipt for the prisoners deliv- 
ered, and accounting by name for those not 
aelivered ; which report wiU be forwarded, 
without delay, to the Commissary-General 
of Prisoners. 

III. The hospital will be under the im- 
mediate charge of the senior Medical Officer 
present, who will be held responsible to the 
Commanding Officer for its good order and 
the proper treatment of the sick. A fund 
for this hospital will be created as for other 
hospitals. It will be kept separate from tho 
fund of the hospital for the troops, and will 
be expended for the objects specified, and In 
the manner prescribed in paragraph 1212, 
Revised Regulations for the Army of 1863, 
except that the requisition of the Mcdic'-il 
•Officer in charge, and the bill of ])urchase, 
before payment, shall be approved by the 
Commanding Officer. When this "fund* 
is sufficiently large, it .nay be expended 
also for shirts and drawers for the sick, the 
expense of washing clothes, articles for poli- 
cing purposes, and all articles and objeclfl 
indispensably necessary to promote the sani- 
tary condition of the hospital. 

IV. Surgeons in charge of hospitab 
where there are prisoners of war will make 
to the Commissary- General of Prisoners, 
through the Commanding Officer, semi- 
monthly reports of deaths, giving names, 
rank, regiment, and company ; date and 
place of capture; date and cause of death; 
place of interment, and No. of grave. Ef- 
fects of deceased prisoners will be taken 
possession of by the Commanding Officer, 
the money and valuables to be reported to 
this office (see note on blank reports), the 
clothing of any value to be given to such 
prisoners as require it. Money left by de- 
ceased prisoners, or accruing from the sale 
of their efiects, will be placed in the Prison 
Fund. 

V. A fund to bo. called " The Prison 
Fupa," and to be applied in procuring bucI 
articles as may be necessary for the liealth 
and convenience of the prisoners, not ex- 
pressly provided for by General Army Re- 
gulations, 1863, will be made by withholding 
from their rations such parts thereof as can 
be conveuiently dispensed with. The Ab- 
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Corn Meal, 
B.'cf, 

Bacon or Pork, 
Beans, 

Hominy or Rice, 

Sugar, 

a. Coffee, 

or 



rtract of Issues to Prisoners, and Statement 
of the Prison Fund, shall be made out, com- 
mencing with the month of May, 1864, in 
the same manner as is prescribed for the 
Abstract of Issues to Hospital and Statement 
of the Hospital Fund, (see paragraphs 1209, 
1215, and 1246, and Form 5, Subsistence 
Department, Army Regulations, 1863), with 
such modifications in language as may be 
necessary. The ration for issue to prisoners 
will be composed as follows, viz. : 

Hard Bread, 14 oz. per one ration, 

or 18 oz. Soft 
Bread, one ra- 
tion. 

18 oz. per one ration. 
^4 (( u it 

10 " " " 

6 qta. per 100 men. 

8 lbs. " " 
14 «< u (( 

5 lbs. ground, or 7 
lbs. raw, per 100 
men. 

Tea, 18 oz. per 100 men. 

Soap, 4 " " 

Adamantine Candles, 5 candles per 100 

men. 

Tallow Candles, 6 " " " 

Salt, 2 qts. " " 

Molasses, 1 qt. " " 

Potatoes, 30 lbs. " " 

When beans are issued, hominy or rice 
will not be. If at any time it should seem 
advisable to make any change in this scale, 
the circumstances will be reported to the 
Commissary-General of Prisoners for his con- 
sideration. 

VI. Disbursements to be charged against 
the Prison Fund will be made by the Com- 
missary of Subsistence, on the order of the 
Commanding Officer; and all such expendi- 
tures of funds will be accounted for by the 
Commisrar)'', in the manner prescribed for 
the disbursements of the Hospital Fund. 
When in any month the items of expendi- 
tures on account of the Prison Fund cannot 
hi conveniently entered on the Abstract of 
Issues to Prisoners, a list of the articles and 
quantit'es purchased, prices paid, statement 
of services rendered, &c., certified by the 
Commissary as correct, and approved by the 
Commanding Officer, will accompany the 
Abstnct. In such cases it will only be ne- 
cessary to enter on the Abstract of Issues the 
total amount of funds thus expended. 

VII. At the end of each calendar month, 
the Commanding O.licer will transmit to the 
Commissary-General of Prisoners a copy of 
the "Statement of the Prison Fund," as 
Bhown in the Abstract of Issues for that 
nwnth, with a copy of the list of expendi- 



tures specified in preceding paragraph, ac- 
companied by vouchers, and will endorse 
thereon, or convey in letter of transmittal, 
such remarks as the matter iijay seem to re- 
quire. 

VIII. The Prison Fund is a credit with 
the Subsistence Department, and at the re- 
quest of the Commissary-General of Prison- 
ers, may be transferred by the Commissary- 
General of Subsistence in manner prescribed 
by existing Regulations for the transfer of 
Hospital Fund. 

IX. With the Prison Fund may be pur- 
chased such articles not provided for by re- 
gulations as may be hecessary for the health 
and proper condition of the prisoners, sucb 
as table furniture, cooking utensils, articles 
for policing, straw, the means for improving 
or enlarging the barracks or hospitals, &c. 
It will abo be used to pay clerks, and other 
employees engaged in labors connected with 
prisoners. No oarracks or other structures 
will be erected or enlarged, and no alterap 
tions made, without first submitting a plan 
and estimate of the cost to the Commissary- 
General of Prisoners, to be laid before the 
Secretary of War for his approval ; and in 
no case will the services of clerks or of other 
employees be paid for without the sanction 
of the Commissary- General of Prisoners. 
Soldiers employed with such sanction wiU 
be allowed 40 cents per day when employed 
as clerks, stewards, or mechanics ; 25 cents 
a day when employed as laborers. 

X. It is made the duty of the Quarter- 
master, or, when there is none, the Commis- 
sary, under the orders of the Commanding 
Officer, to procure all articles required for 
the prisoners, and to hire clei'ksor other em- 
ployees. All bills for service, or for articles 
purchased, will be certified by the Quarter- 
master, and will be paid by the Commissary 
on the order of the Commanding Officer, 
who is held responsible that all expenditures 
are for authorized purposes. 

XI. The Quartermaster will be held ac- 
countable for all property purchased with 
the Prison Fund, and he will make a return 
of it to the Commissary-General of Prisoners 
at the end of each calendar month, which 
will show the articles on hand on the first 
day of the month ; the articles purchased, 
issued and expended during the month ; and 
the articles remaining on hand. The return 
will be supported by abstracts of the articles 
purchased, issued, and expended, certified 
by the Quartermaster, and approved by the 
Commanding Oflicer. 

XII. The ' Conamandin g 0 fficer will cause 
requisitions to be made by his Quartermas- 
ter for such clothing as may be absolutely 
necessary for the prisoners, which requisition 
will be approved oy him, after a careful ia- 



60 



CRUELTIES OF REBEL AUTHORITIES 



quiry as to the necessity, and submitted for 
tie approval of the Commissary-General of 
Prj'y>ner3. The clothing will be issued by 
the (Quartermaster to the prisoners, with the 
asrfi&tance and under the supervision of an 
ofiicer detailed for the purpose, whose cer- 
tificate that the issue has been made in his 
preasnce will be the Quartermaster's voucher 
fi? - the clothing issixed. From the 80th of 
A aril to the 1st of Octobei, neither drawers 
nor socks will be allowed, except to the sick. 
Wken army clothing is issued, buttons and 
trloMiaings will be taken off the coats, and 
tJie "kirts will be cut so short that the pri- 
myjira who wear them will not be mistaken 
for United States soldiers. 

XIII. The Sutler for the prisoners is 
entirely under the control of the Command- 
ing Officer, who will require him to furnish 
the prescribed articles, and at reasonable 
rates. For this privilege the Sutler will be 
taxed a small amount by the Commanding 
Officer, according to the amount of his trade, 
which tax will be placed in the hands of the 
Con\missary to make part of the Prison 
Fund. 

XIV. All money in possession of prison- 
ers, or received by them, will be taken 
charge of by the Commanding Officer, who 
will give receipts for it to those to whom h 
belongs. Sales will be made to prisoners 
by the Sutler on orders on the Commanding 
Officer, which orders will be kept as vouch- 
ers in the settlement of the individual 
accounts. The Commanding Officer will 
procure pioper books in which to keep an 
account of all moneys deposited in his bauds, 
these accounts to be always sulyect to in- 

S>ction by the Commissary-Generd of 
isoners, or other inspecting officer. When 
prisoners are transferred from the post, the 
moneys belonging to them, with a statement 
of the amount due each, will be sent with 
them, to be turned over by the officer in 
charge to the officer to whom the prisoners 
aro delivered, who will give receipts for the 
money. When prisoners are paroled, their 
money will be returned to them. 

XV. All articles sent by friends to prison- 
ers, if proper to be delivered, will be care- 
fullv distributed as the donora may request ; 
such as are intended for the sick passing 
through the hands of the Surgeon, who will 
bo respemsible for their proper use. Contri- 
butions must be received by an officer, who 
will be held responsible that they are deliv- 
ered to the person for whom thsv are in- 
tended. AU uniform, clothing, boots, or 
equipments of any^ kind for military service, 
weapons of ail kinds, and intoxicating li- 
quors, including malt liquors, are among' the 
contraband articles. The material for outer 
elething ihould be gray, or some daik mixed 



color., and of inferior quality. Any excess 
of clothing, over what is required for imiae- 
diate use, is contraband. 

XVI. When prisoners are seriously ill, 
their nearest relatives^ being loyal, may be 
permitted to make them short visits; but 
under no other circumstances will visitors 
be admitted without the authority of the 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, At those 
places where the guard is inside the enclo- 
sure, persons having official business to trans- 
act with the Commander or other officer 
will be admitted for such purposes, but will 
not be allowed to have any communication 
with the prisoners. 

XVIL Prisoners will be permitted to 
write and to receive letters, not to exceed 
one page of common letter paper each, pro- 
vided the matter is strictly of a private na- 
ture. Such letters must be examined by a 
reliable non-commissioned officer, appointt-d 
for that purpose by the Commanding Officer, 
before they are forwarded or delivered to 
the prisoners. 

XVIII. Prisoners who have been reporLwl 
to the Commissary- General of Prisoners will 
not be paroled or released except by authori- 
ty of the Secretary of War. 

W. HOFFMAN, 

Col. 3d Infantry, Commissary-General of I'risoaers. 

Official: 

W. T. Hart, 

AsBistaut Adjutant General. 

S. R. Craige sworn and examined: — 

I have been Quartennaster here since 
August, 1863. The amount of clothing is- 
sued to the prisoners from September 1st, 
1863, to May 1st, 1864, by the Quarter- 
master's Department, will appear from the 
following statement prepared by me from 
the boo^ : 

QUARTKRMAeXKR'S OFFICE, FORT DkLAWAUK, 

June 'ZUt, im. 

Capt. S. R. Cbaige, 

A. Q. M. Volunteers. 
Statement of Clothing issued to Prisoner! 
of War, from Sept. 1st, 1863, to May Ist, 
1864: 

7175 Pairs Drawers (Canton flannel). 

6260 Shirt" (Flanael). 

8S07 Pairc V/oolen Stockings. 

1094 Jackets and Coats. 

3840 Pairs Booties. 

1310 Pairs Trowsers. 

4378 Woolen Blankets. 

2680 Great Coats. 

The principal part of the clothing was is- 
sued ip. October and November, 1863, and 
every prisoner not having an overcoat and 
blanket of his own was provided with one. 

All that were in want of clothing receivod 

it. 
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The barracks were kept comfortable by 
gtoves ; no stint in fuel that I know of ; the 
attendants kept the fires up. Three hun- 
dred tons of coal provided by me, were con- 
sumed by the prisoners in the winter and 
spring. This, in addition to wood used for 
baking, and to the coal supplied by Capt. 
Clark. I am satisfied the prisoners were as 
comfortable as could be. 

S. R. CRAIGE, 

Captain and A. Q. M. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
June 2l8t, 18G4. 

D. P. Bro\vn, Jr., 

United Statcn Commissioner. 

Captain G. S. Clarke, recalled: — 

I have purchased and used for the prison- 
ers about one thousand tons of coal during 
the winter. I would say, in my judgment, 
that the barracks were sufficiently warm 
during the season requiring fires. I was 
Quartermaster here, as well as Commissary, 
until Captain Craige assumed the Quarter- 
master's Department. 

The desitute prisoners were supplied with 
gufficient clothing during the time I acted as ' 
Quartermaster. 

GILBERT & CLARK. 

Attest : 

D. P. Brown, Jr., 

United States Commissioner. 

Captain George W. Ahl, sworn and exam- 
ined : — 

My rank is Captain; Acting Assistant 
Adjutant-General for six mouths, and 
Commissary of Prisoners for about a year 
and a half. 

Q. Can you state whether the rations is- 
sued to prisoners at this post were actually 
given them in full ? 

A. To the best of my knowledge and be- 
lief they were. 

Q. Were the rations issued sufficient ibr 
their subsistence ? had they at any time 
saved any rations, and was there any waste 
of their rations at any time ? 

A. The rations issued to them were at all 
times sufficient for their subsistence ; ana , 
sometimes Greatly in excess of what they 
could eat. In poUcing their barracks some- 
time ago wc tore up the lower bunk boards, 
under which we found about eight (8) bar- 
reb of hard bread and meat, which they 
had secreted there, because there was more 
than they could eat. At that time we had 
only about three thousand prisoners here. 

According to official monthly reports 
made to the Commissary-General of prison- 
ers, there were at this post in July, 18G3, 
8,982 prisoners, of whom 1^^ died during 
the moLth. 
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August, 18G3, d,822 prisoners, of whom 169 tlied. 



September, 1S63, 6,490 " " 327 " 

October, 1863,2,1)87 " " 377 ** 

November, 1863, 2,822 " " 156 " 

December, 1863,2,765 " " 82" " 

,r;:«uary, 1864,2,600 " " 78 " 

Fehniary, 1664,2,655 ** " 42 " 

March, 1864,5,712 " " 62 

April, 1864,6,149 « " 74 " 

Mav, 1664,8,126 " " 63 *♦ 

To ^une 21, 1864,8,536 " " 42 " 



The greater mortality daring the summer 
and fall months of 1863, was attributable 
to the following causes: Small-pox; the 
majority of the prisoners not having been 
vaccinated before they came here, and those 
who wore vaccinated had been vaccinated 
with impure matter ; at all events, the vac- 
cination resulted in breaking out over their 
body in sores ; and from the prostrated con- 
dition of the prisoners from Vicksburg, a 
great many of whom had to be carried, on 
their arrival here, from the boat to the hos- 
pital, and many of whom represented that 
they had been limited to half and quartei 
rations of an inferior quality during the 
siege of Vicksburg. Many died also fron 
wounds received in different engagements 
Many, when brought here, were suffering 
from chronio diarrhoea and other diseases 
The general effect of our treatment of the 
risoncrs at this post has resulted in great 
enefit to their physical condition. In ref- 
erence to vaccination, being desirous of ob- 
taining the true cause of its bad effects on 
their system, I inquired of them (the pris- 
oners) the cause of it; they stated that they 
had been vaccinated bytlieirown men with 
impure matter. 

GEORGE W. AHL, 

Coptain and A. A. A. G. and 

Commissary of Prisoners. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
June 2l8t, 18(H. 

D. P. Brown, Jr., 

U. S. Commissioner. 

Lieutenant A. G. Wolf, sworn and exam-' 
ined : — 

I am a Lieutenant in charge of prisoners 
at Fort Delaware; have been here since 
23d September, 1862; have had charge of 
theprisouers about eight months. 

The order is that the men shall be sent 
out every day for air. The barracks are 
then entirely cleansed out At one time we 
turned the prisoners out, and found enough 
of crackers to have paved the barracks twc 
crackers deep, and they are an average of 
five hundred feet. Tliey had stowed and 
concealed them away in various places. As 
a general thing, when the barracks were 
cleaned out, there were always a munber of 
rations, bread and meat, found'stowed away. 
We have always found a quantity of blan- 
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kets and clotbing stowed away under the 
floor during the winter season. Wo have 
allowed men two blankets apiece, and when 
they were delicate, three blankets and an 
orercoat. 

They are allowed to bathe in the river 
twice a week. Wo have to take a guard to 
get some of them to go out to bathe. We 
issue a regular prisoner's ration of soap; 
we have found as much as ten pounds secret- 
ed in their haversacks. 

They had five stoves within five hundred 
feet during winter, and were warm enough 
in their barracks. 

There has never been an order to fire at 
any man looking out the windows, and no 
man has ever been fired at for looking out ; 
there have bt;en five men shot ; three killed 
and two wounded here, since this has been 
a prison. One killed while in the river 
making his escape, about one hundred yards 
from the shore, at night ; one killed for at- 
tempting to climb over the fence towards 
the river ; one man was wounded — he died 
since — for committing a nuisance on the 
bank contrary to rule, and was ordered by 
the sentry to stop. He called the sentry 
" a Yankee son of a bitch," and would not 
stop. The ball wounded two men. The 
other one said that he deserved all he got. 
Another was killed accidentally, by the sen- 
try shooting at one who was committing a 
nuisance, and who would not obey the order. 
These orders are to prevent nuisances occur- 
ring in the barracks, which would be destruc- 
tive of health and cleanliness. Even with 
these rules, nuisances are not unfrequcntly 
committed. 

Special orders No. 157 are the same as 
those I refer to, and are as follow : 

SPECIAL ORDER No. 157. 

Headquarters, Fonr Delaware, 
JUM I, 1804. 

The officer of the Guard must read and 
explain those orders to each relief of his 
Guard regularly before having it posted. 

I. No sentinel mast communicate with 
nor allow any person to communicate with 
an^ of the prisoners, nor permit any of the 
prisoners to go outside of the limits of their 
barracks, without the permission of the 
Commanding General or the officers in 
charge of the prisoners. 

II. It is the duty of the sentinel to pre- 
vent the prisoners from encapimj, or cuiiinrf, 
defacing, or in any wajj damaging any of lue 
Gocemment property, or from commiltivg any 
" Nuisance " in or about their barracks, or 
from using any abu,sice or insolent LAN- 
GUAGE towards them, and from any viola- 
tion of good order. 



Should the sentinel detect any prisoner 
in violating these instructions, he must order 
him three distinct times to halt ! and if the 
piisoner obeys the order, the sentinel must 
call for the Corporal of the Guard, and 
have the prisoner placed in arrest — but 
should the prisoner fail to halt, when so or- 
dered, the sentinel must enforce his order hy 
bayonet or ball. 

III. The sentinels arc required to exer- 
cise the utmost vigilance, and to exact from 
prisoners a strict compliance with these in- 
structions, and must always be duly impressed 
with the nature and extent of their respon- 
sibility. 

By command. of Brig. Gen'l Schoepf. 
(Signed) GEO. W. AHL, 

• Captain and A. A. A. Q. 

They exist in all prisons. 

A. G. WOLF, 
Lieutenant and Commissary f Prisoner*. 

Sworn to and subscribed before mc, 
June 2l8t, Ib&i. 

D. P. Browx, Jr., 

United States Commissioner. 

Surgeot. H. R. Silliman, stcorn and pjcam- 
ined : — 

I have been in charge here as Sui^eon in- 
Charge of the books since July, 1 803. The 
condition of the prisoners, upon arriving here, 
was that generally of men suffering from 
over-excrtion and bad diet; chronic diar- 
rhoea and scurvy prevalent among them; 
thcj' improved very materially shortly after 
their arrival here. 

The sanitary conditions here were such ?s 
to be conducive to their health. Prisonere 
who arrived here from Vicksburg and the 
Mississippi Valley were laboring under mias- 
metic influences, under which a great num- 
ber of them died. From their condition, I 
should jtxlge they had been on a diet of salt 
meat , Some of the men arrived here in a 
good condition of health. The men from 
Gettysburg were generally in good health, 
though they soon broke down, showing the 
effect of their violent exertions ; they rallied 
again under good food and good clothing. 
TIic condition of the men brou"ht here with- 
in the last few months, captured in Virginia, 
has been belter than that of those brought 
here heretofore. A large number of the men 
had never been vaccinated, and many others 
imperfectly so. The scars were imperfect, 
in my judgment. Thoy vaccinated them- 
selves in the barracks with pen-knives, after 
their arrival here, producing diseases of the 
blood and skin. In my experience, the pro- 
jiortion of the unvaccinated men, among the 
prisoners, is far ^rcater than in our own 
army, for I have never known of an unvac- 
cinated man in our army. 
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I consider the amount of food and clothinfr 
allowed to prisoners Iiere, during the pasi 
winter, reasonably sufBcientfor the preserva- 
tion of life and health. 

I don't know of any man who has suffered 
from a want of food or clothing, and unable 
to procure them, on proper representations. 

I do know of one man who was brought 
into the hospital last winter, during a severe 
spell, severely frost-biften. I don't know 
how this occurred. This is the only instance 
that hw come to my knowledge. 

The men sent away from here were some- 
times sick and sometimes well ; they were in 
general well ; and the physical condition of 
the well men was good. The sick were sent 
away under special orders, going as sick. 

The order was from Sui-gcon- General 
Hammond ; it was not an order t o send away ■ 
any who could not bear the journey ; it was 
left to my discretion who to send away, and 
I sent none who I believed would die on the 
passage ; I was careful about thai. ; 

I think the treatment of the sick prisoners 
hero is equal to the treatment of our own 
gick men anywhere. ' 

I expend as much as $1,700 per month, 
saved from the surplus rations, on delicacies 
for the sick. 

n. R. SILLIMAN, 

Assistant Surgeon U. S. A. 

Sworn to and (subscribed before mc, 
June 2l8t, 1SC4. 

D. P. Brown', Jr., 

United States Commissioner. 

Lieutenant A. G. Wolf, recalled: — 

I am acquainted with the ease of frost- 
bite spoken of by Dr. Siljiman. The pris- 
oners reported tc me that ihe man was taken 
with cramps in the barracks ; they exposed 
his person and rubbed him to ease the pain, 
aai found that they could d-j no good, and 
!h»n brought him to the hospital in that con- 
dition of esp(>.=urc. I attributed the frost-bite 
to thcac circumstances. 

A. G. WOLF, 
Lieutenant and Commanding PrUoa 



them. Thoy did this to save themselves 
I from the trouble of going about a hundred 
yards for fresh water. They would dig little 
I wells for the water, a few inches deep ; I 
think that water produced sickness, though I 
' frequently cautiono<l them, and at different 
' times. This was two years ago. 
i For a year the water has been brought 
here in large quantities by boats. There are 
30,000 gallons of water brought here now a 
i,ay, besides what rain water is caught. 



here is now, and always has been, as far as 
I know, a full supply of water on the Is- 
land. 

COLTN ARROTT, 

Actiug Assistant Surgeon. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
June 21st, 1801. 

D. P. Brown, Jr., 

United States Commissioner. 

I certify that the foregoing testimony, ta- 
ken at Fort Delaware, June 21st, 18G4, waa 
taken and reduced to writing by me, in tGo 
presence of the respective witnesses, and by 
them sworn to and subscribed in my pres- 
ence, at the time and in the manner set 
forth. 

D. P. BROWN, JR., 

U. S. Commissioner. 



Attest-, 

D. P. BROWjf, Jr., 

United States CommisBioner. . 

Surgeon Colin Arrott, sworn and exam- 
ined : — 

I am acting assistant-surgeon at this place ; 
have been here over two years. When I 
first came here the water used for drinking 
wag rain water ; and after I came hero the 
water was brought from the Brandywine, in 
casks by sloops. I cauiioned all the pris- 
oners that came here against drinking the 
water of the L>land, as it was unhealthy. 
They would frequently persist in doing it, 
ilthough there was fresh water provided for 



DAVID'S ISLj^ND, N.Y. 

Teslimony taken at De Camp General Box- 
piial; U. S. A., David's Island, June 16th, 
18C4. 

Commissioner Present. — Mr. Wilkin^ 

Deposition of Augustus Van Cortlandt, Act- 
ing Assistant Surgeon U. S. A. 

I was on duty in this hospital when the 
last load of rebel prisoners arrived, during 
the latter part of July, 18G3. Some were 
lodged in pavilions, and some in tents, which 
were in excellent order. 

The prisoners had not been robbed or de- 

{)rived of any of their private property, so 
ar as my knowledge extends ; on the con- 
trary, the majority of patient? under m)' 
charge possessed money, brought with them 
from the &juth to the hospital, and were 
never deprived of it. 

They came in a filthy, horrible condition. 
Their dirty garments were removed and 
burned, and new hos[Ntal clothing furnished 
them at the expohso of the United States 
Government, after they had bpeu thoroughly 
cleansed and washed. 

Their physical condition was bad in . the 
extreme when they arrived ; they were run 
down, and were the worst body of wounded 
men it has ever been my lot to sec. 

I had ten tents under my charge, which 
contained mnety-four rebel patients and 
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nurses. The tents were twenty-eight by fif- 
teen feet. The pavilions were one hundred 
and ninety-six feet in length, twenty-three 
feet in breadth, and twelve feet in height to 
the plate, and contained not more than eigh- 
ty patients. 

During the ensuing cold weather the pris- 
oners were removed to the pavilions, and 
bad all necessary iiiel and warm clofhiug. I 
have ne ver board of any of the prisoners suf- 
fering from cold or oxposurc, so as to require 
spedica) tieatmcnt, nor of any having been 
uvzen to death. 

They were allowed, for exer\;ise and rec- 
reation, the whole island inside' of the line 
of sentries, having the same hberty, rations, 
diet and medical treatment, as the Federal 
siek and wounded ha*e always had. 

No rebel prisoners were ever fired upon, 
shot, or wounded, when on tlic Island, trom 
any apprehension of their escaping, or from 
any other cause. 

The supply of drinking water was of a 
good quality and abundant; and ice was 
supplied with liberal profusion, and sufficien- 
cy of water for washing, with plentiful allow- 
ances of soap, as well as combs, for their own 
private use. 

The physical condition of the rebel prison- 
ers, upon leaving the island, was very good, 
except a few cases of unhealed wounds. 

AUG. VAN CORTLANDT, M. D. 

8wom to before mc, 

Warren Webster, 
Astistaot Surgeon U. S. A., ia charge of Hospital. 

Deposition of George W. Edwards, Act- 
ing Assistant Surgeon U. S. A. 

I was stationed at this hospital when the 
rebel prisoners arrived, about the middle of 
July, 1863. Thev were placed in tents and 
pavilions, which had just been vacated by 
Union soldiers to make room for them. The 
dimension of the tents were twenty-eight feet 
by fifteen feet ; the pavilions were one hun- 
dred and ninety-six feet in length, twentj'- 
tbree feet in breadth, and twelve feet m 
height to the plate ; not scaled over, and 
with nnmcrous ventilators on the ridges. 
The tents were arranged to contain ten pa- 
tients each, the pavilions to contain eighty ; 
the number of patients never exceeded these 
nnmbers in cither. 

The prisoners had not been robbed by our 
txren, as most of th^m had money, some had 
goli, greenbcuiks, and Confederate paper. 

They were in rags, barefooted ana bare- 
hea'ied when they came, were frightfully 
filthy, and covered with vermin. Within 
three op four hours a^er their arrival, they 
had all been stripped of their ran;8, washed, 
and aller being supplied with clean linen, 
placed ia clean and well-aired bed& 



Full suits of clothing, "consisting of coata, 
pants, Jrawcre, shirts, shoes and stockings, 
were subsequently issued to them by the 
United States Quartermaster. Tf» dlstiu- 
g lish them from our own soldici-s, the buttona 
and six inches of tho skirt of the coat ivore 
cut off. 

Those who remained during the coH 
weather were abundantly supplied with fuel 
and warm clothing, and nopo required med. 
ical or surgical treatment in consequence 
of exposure to the cold ; none were frozen to 
death. 

They were all wed to go fishing or cUin- 
ming, as they pleased, when they first caae, 
till several escaped, when a line of sentinel 
was placed around the island upon the 
beach, inside of which they enjoyed all tke 
privileges allowed to the Federal patient* ia 
the hospital. 

None of tha rebels were ever shot at, 
wounded or killed in any way while upon 
the island. 

They receive medical and surgical treat, 
ment in all respects equal to that of Union 
soldiers. Nine-tenths of thorn were sufferisg 
from wounds. The mortality was not lar^e, 
most of the deaths occurring from the seventj 
of the wounds. They received the same ra- 
tions and diet as our own patients. 

The paper hereto attached, marked (A,)» 
formed the Diet Table during the time wbidi 
the rebel prisoners were on the island. Thej 
had an abundance of good drinkin" water, 
with ice, an unlimited supply for bathing, 
plenty of soap, towels, Cvombs, &c., &c., for 
their own comfort and cleanliness. 

When the prisoners were removed, ther 
were in excellent bodily condition, thou^n 
many had not entirely recovered from their 
wounds; the majority of the prisoners left 
the island during the month of October, 
1863. At one time, there were about two 
thousand five hundred rebel prisoners upon 
the island. 

I have been upon the medical staff of tiiii 
hospital since its opening, in Majr, 1862, and 
it has been occupied by Union patients, both 
prior and subsequent to its occupation by 
^ebcl prisoners. G. W. EDWARDS. 

Sworn to before tne, 

Wabuen Webster, 
ABsintant Surgeon U. S. A., in charge of HoipftiL 

De Camp General IIospiTAt, 
David's Island, New Yobi, 
June 17/A, J 864. 
We, tho undersigned. Acting Asastaot 
Surgeons U. S. A., employed in Do Cai^ 
General Hospital, depose and say, that w« 

♦The paper (A) here referred to, i« tho "DlO 
Table FoutieitKRAL Uospitals, Umit:£D Statu 
ABjrr." 
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hpve heard ^ead the depositions of Augustus 
Van Cortlandt and Georfre W. KiJwanls, 
AtiiDSf Assistant Surgeons U. S. A., of this 
^U:, .'Tid from our persoual knowledge and 
jctual experience confirm all that the said 
affidavits set forth as to the treatment of re- 
bels, bick and wounded, during their confinc- 
jaent in this hospital. 

We further depose that we have been 
)»embei-s of the Medical Staff in this hospital, 
4uri»g and sub-sequent to its occupation by 
the rebel prisoners. 

The Medical Staff numbered twenty-three 
Acting Assistant Surgeons, while the pris- 
oners were on the island. 

We would further depose that there were 
«Daplc provisions of nurses ; one nurse to 
eyery ten patients in the hospitals ; and that 
ijitB following provisions were made for the 
calls of nature: each pavilion was furnished 
with from two to four water-closets, and 
{hairs and bed-pans were furnished for pa- 
(ients unable to reach the water-closet The 
teats were furnbhed with bed-pans and 
chairs. Ample structures were made upon 
tbe beach for those able to walk. 

John Howe, M. D., Acting Assistant 
&irgcou, U. S. A., further deposes and says, 
tiiat on or about the first day of August 
1863, while attending his duties in Pavilion 
14, there was then and there present, the 

Eev. Brooks, Alabama Chaplain in the 

iConfederato service, and pinsoner of war, 
who addressed the rebel prisoners and "*aid 
to them, " Well, boys, keep up your spirits, 
for you are getthig a great deal better treat- 
meat here than you would get at home." 

JOHN HOWE, M. D., 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. A. 

WH.LIAM BADGER, 
GEORGE BADGER, 
A. N. BROCKWAY, 
WM. C. PRYER. 
Qwom to before mn, 

Warrex Webster, 
Awistant Surgeon U. S. A., in cliarge of Hospital. 

Veposition of the Rev. Robert Lowry, 
Chaplin, U. S. A., Minister of Protestant 
Episcopal Church, Diocese of Now York, 
iinder Bishop Potter. 

Entered upon my duties here July 4, 1862, 
uA have continued here until this time. 

In my intercourse with the prisoners, I 
was guided systematically by thp same rules 
with which I visited Union soldiers. The 
priwnors were equally well lodged with our 
cwn men. I remarked at the time of their 
«frival how neat and comfortable a provision 
i*d been made in the tents and pavilions for 
thfcir comfort, with an ample supply of beds 
ind bedding. 

I met the fii*st transport at Philadelphia, 

THIRD SERIES. LIVING AGE. VOL. XXVII. 



and returned on the same with them to Dat 
vid's Islaiul. The prisoners were in a mos- 
filthy condition, miserably clad, snu covered 
with vermin. Eaclr man received a bath 
and was immediately furnished with clean 
clothing, the old clothing being removed and 
burned. In the prosecution of my duties I 
was frequently present at their dinners, which 
were ample, superior, both as respects quan- 
tity and quality, to anything I have ever seen 
in hospital diet Tho diet furnished to them 
was superior ev en to that of our own patients. 
This resulted from the fact that many lutlo 
luxuries were furnished by private donation. 
There were other comforts and convenieiices 
afforded them beyond t hose of food, clothing, 
and shelter. 

A librarj' of two thousand volumes, that 
had been previously used by our own sol- 
diers, was at once thrown open to them, and 
every facility afforded for the use of the vol- 
umes. Being present as librarian, and tak- 
ing each man's name as he received his book, 
the library waa used, by them far more than 
by our own people. As had been my prac- 
tice, I went through the tents and pavilions 
with bibles and prayer books, making the 
special inquiry to ev jr^ man, " Are you sup- 
plied V" And furnishmg books in all cases 
where they were required. 

Religious services were held in the chapel 
twice every Sunday, and two or three times 
during the week, at which they were invited 
to be present, and attended in such numbers 
that the chapel was always crowded, the ca- 
pacity of the chapel being three hundred, 
and some occasions numbers stood at the win- 
dows during the entire service. 

I was supervisor of the post of^ce, and offi- 
cially appointed to examine the contents of 
letters, which were mailed and forwarded on 
my approval. Paper and envelopes were 
furnished gratuitously, and post stamps, when 
needed, were supplied to the extent of one 
hundred and fifly dollars, to my knowledge, 

?!ratuitously. From three to five hundred 
etters were forwarded dsuly aflsr the first 
arrival of prisoners. 

The common expression in their letters as 
to their condition was that " we havq^every- 
thiog we need, and could not be better off." 

Funeral service was always performed 
over the dead, using the service of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church over tho remains of 
the dead. A record was uniformly made of 
the names, company, and regiment, of the 
deceased, and date of death. This record 
was made independently of a formal Hospi- 
tal register. ROBERT LOWRY, 

Cliaplain U. S. A. 

Sworn to before me, 

Warhen Webster, 

Aflslstaiit Surgeoa U. S. A., in charge. 

1264. 
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JOHNSON'S ISLAND, NEAR SAN- 
DUSKY, OHIO. 

Testimony taken at Washington, D. C, June 
3, 18G4. 

CoMMissioxERS PRESENT. — Mr.Wilkins, 
Dr. Wallace, Dr. Walden. 

Surpeon Chas. P. Wilson, examined: — 

I was Actinjr Assistant Si:rgeon, United 
States A' my. I was stationed at Johnson's 
Island, throe miles from Sandusky, from the 
last week of October, 1863, to the last week 
of January, 18G4. My dut) was to attend 
to our men piarding the rebel prisoners, and 
also to attend at tlie Small-pox Hospital for 
rebel prisoners, and at the Post Hospital for 
our garrison ; my position enaoled me to see 
the general condition and the general ti-eat- 
ment of the prisoners. 

There could not be a more healthy or 
pleasant place than this island. Kelly's 
Island, a popular place of resort for pleasure 
and health, is about six miles from this island, 
and no bettor for these objects. 

The buildings were good ; in good order ; 
tliey were new ; say two years old ; conven- 
ient and comfortable ; they might have been 
better ventilated ; the buildings were frame, 
and lined inside ; tliey had rows of bunks, 
as in barracks, in three tiers— just the same 
as our men have in most of our barracks. 

The rebel prisoners all bad blankets, either 
their own or furnished by the United States 
Government, and were 'generally furnished 
with clothing by the United States Govern- 
ment — pants, shoes, hats, blouses, and under- 
clothing and stockings,— until a short time 
before I left, then these were furnished to 
those only who actually needed them. 

I have several times seen of an afternoon 
boxes carted in, and these articl'^s distributed 
from the boxes among the prisoners, accord- 
in<r to their wants. 

I was there in extremely cold weather, 
when the supplies were teamed on the ice 
from the main land to Johnson's Island, a 
distance of three miles ; the prisoners were 
provided against this severe weather by wood 
hauled every day for their use in stovca. 

I consider that the wood was sufficient for 
comfortable supply, except for, say two or 
prossibly three days, when the teams were 
engaged in bringing lumber and provisions 
for" atlditional troops; during these two or 
three days the supply of wood was scant, and 
was the subject of complaint. 

No prisoners were frost-bitten or came un- 
der medical treatment from cold and expos- 
ure, except some who att(!mptcd to escape. 
Tlioy all fan.'d as well in this respect as our 
men' do \v. bairacks general!)^. 

The si k ruen all had ticks filled with 



straw as beds ; the hospital building for the 
rebels was lined and plastered. 

There was abundant supply of good wat<ir 
from the lake by pipes and pumps ; when the 
pipes froze they could go to the lake, under 
p,uord, and supply themselves, bringing it up 
m suitable vessels ; they always had plenty 
of water to wash themselves and their 
clothes. 

The rations of the prisoners were the same 
as those furnished to our own soldiers accord- 
in" to regulations. 

The prisoners did not consume all their ra- 
tions, for I know that there was a large pris- 
on fund formed from the savings. 

During the hours of the day the prisoners 
were allowed to be in the open air as much 
as they pleased ; there was abundant room 
for them all to take as much exercise as they 
required for health ; they played games in 
the open air. 

The surgeon in charge treated the sick 
rebels as he treated our sick ; there was no 
difference at all, except when special articles 
of diet were sent to our men by their friends. 

Some four hundred and sixty rebel pri* 
vates were sent to some other prison iu No- 
vember ; most of them had been on John- 
son's Island . for some months ; when they 
left, taking them as a whole, their physical 
condition was excellent. 

You could not have found the same nun^ 
ber of prisoners anywhere in better condi- 
tion. 

C. P. WILSON, 
Surgeon 13Sth Regimeut O. N. Q. 

Sworn and subscribed before 
mc, at Wasliiugton, D. 
C, fliis 3d day of June, 

M. H. N. Kendig, 

Kotary Puhlic. 

Depositions taken at Sandusky, Ohio. 

Major T. Woodbripge, M. D., Surgeon 
in charge, sicorn and examined:- - 

Q. What has been and is now your posi- 
tion in the army of the United States ? 

A. I am Surgeon of the 1 28th Kegiment 
0. V. I., and Surgeon in charge of the De- 

!)ot for Prisoners of War on Johnson's Is- 
and, near Sandusky, Ohio. 
Q. How long have you held this position? 
A. Since the establishment of the prison. 
I came to the island in February, 18C2. The 
first prisoners came in April, 1802. I have 
had medical supervision of the prison from 
then until now. 

Q. What is your opinion of Johnson's 
Island as to health and salubrity ? 

A. I believe Johnson's Island to be as 
favorable to health as the climate of New- 
port or Saratoga in summer, and as that of 
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Cincinnati or Dayton in winter. The lati- 
tude is about 41^° North, loncrltude 82° 42' 
West. Height of lake above tide-water five 
hundred and sixty-five feet. The island 
rests upon a bed of Devonian limestone, 
which rises gradually from the shore to the 
centre, terminating in a ridge of limestone 
rock, thus affording complete natural drain- 
age. The water used is principally that of 
the bay, which comes in fresh constantly 
from Lake Erie. 

Q. What diseases, if any, are peculiar to 
Johnston's Island or the neighboring islands 
in Lake Erie ? 

A. I know of no diseases peculiar to those 
islands or prevalent in them. Johnson's 
Island is a small one, containing only about 
three hundred acres of land, and previous to 
the establishment of the prison, if I am cor- 
rectly informed, was not inhabited by more 
than one family at a time ; but the Peninsu- 
la, with Kelley's Island and the Put-in-Bay 
Islands, have been inhabited for between 
thirty and forty years. I have conversed 
frequently with some of the oldest citizens 
of the peninsula and the islands, but have 
never heard them speak of any liability to 
diseases, but such as is common to other parts 
of Ohio. 

Q. Is there any truth in the assertion 
made by rebel authorities that residence on 
the island for a few months produces in a 
great number of prisoners dangerous and 
fatal pulmonary disorders ? 

A. Not the slightest. 

Q. What has been the rate of mortality 
among the prisoners ? 

A. In 18G2 — from April to December in- 
clusive — the number of deaths was thirty- 
seven. During the year 1863 measles and 
smallpox were brought into the prison by 
prisoners sent from Alton and other pri--^ns, 
and many wounded at the battles of G 
burg, augmenting our mortality list c a 
what it would otherwise have reached. The 
number of deaths for 18G3 was ninety-seven. 
This makes, from tlie time of the first arrival 
of prisoners in April, 1862, to January 1st, 
1864, (twenty-one months,) a mortality list 
of one hundred and thii-ty-four, out of an 
aggregate of six thousand four hundred and 
ten, received into the prison in that time. 
As there were exchanges and removals of 
prisoners, the number in prison never ex- 
ceeded twenty-seven hundred at any one 
time.* Many of the prisoners caihe here 
with health impaired, by bad diet, exposure, 
and often by wounds received in battle. 
The bill of mortality owes little to the cli- 
mate of the post, when we consider that men 

♦ The average number ol prisoners for the entire 
ttf titeyear IsSi was eleven ouadred and fifteen. 



in prison, away from home and friends, are 
weiglied down by anxieties and despoudency, 
thus making the treatment of disease more 
difficult. 

Q. Plejise state the number of prisoners 
I now at the post ? 

! A. About two thousand three hundred 
and six.* 

Q. Please state the number of deaths dur- 
ing the past two months. 

A. In the month of May there were five 
deaths ; in the month of June only one, 

Q. What accommodations arc provided for 
the care of the sick ? 

A. The hospital building is one hundred 
and twenty-six by thirty feet, with a trans- 
verse hall six and a half feet wide in the 
centre. There are four wards, each forty- 
eight by thirty feet. There are eighty beds 
in all, giving to each patient, when the 
wards are full, seven hundred and twenty 
cubic feet of atmospheric air. The dispen- 
sary is furnished with all the medicines and 
I stimulants furnished to hospitals for our own 
I soldiers, and more than double the quantity 
is used by prisoners than by the same num- 
ber of our troops. I have always had the 
assistance of competent Confederate sur- 
geons, who cheerfully aid by giving their 
time to this duty. ^A'^hen there are no com- 
j missioned surgeons in prison, there are sur- 
' geons holding commissions in the line who 
do this duty. The cooking for the hospital 
is done by the most experienced and skilful 
cooks we can find in the prison. 

In addition to rations, the sick are fur- 
nished with flour, potatoes, corn-meal, milk, 
butter, eggs, chi'^ikcns, tea, &c.. &c. The 
bedding is amply sufficient to make each pa- 
tient comfortable. A pest-hou.se is built 
outside the prison, to which all cases of 
smallpox, measles, or other contagious, are 
removed on first development. 

J. WOODBRIDGE, 

Surgeon 128th 0. V. I. 

Subscribed in my presence 
and sworn to before 
me at Sanduslcy, Oliio, 
tliis 6th day cf July, 
lb04. 

[seal.] Hknuy C. Bush, 

i Notary Public in and for Erie County, Ohio. 

' SuRGKON EvERTMAN examined : — 

Q. What position do you now hold at De- 
I pot Prisoners of War ? 
I A. I act as chief medical officer of United 
! States forces and military prison. 

Q. How long have you held that position ? 

A. Since the 17th of May, 18G4. 

Q. What is your opinion of the general 

♦ In May, ISM, there were two thousand one hun- 
dred and thirty-four, and in June, 1801, two thou- 
sand three hundred and iUuo. 
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hea!thfiilz»esc and aalubrity of Johnson's Is- 
land ? 

A, The general condition of the troops 
and prisoners of war at this post has b^en 
unusually good and hea'tliy. The hospital in 
the prison, during the past two months, 
scarcely ever had more than thirty inmates 
among an agjrregate number of two thou- 
sand one hundred prisoners of war. The 
prevailing diseases, during this time, were 
diarrhoea, acute and chronic ; a few cases of 
dysentery, and a small number of intermit- 
tent fever. I consider the island as healthy 
as any locality I have ever visited. 

Q. Have you known any undue tendency 
to pulmonary disorders on this or the adjoin- 
mg islands, or any part of the surrounding 
country ? 

A. I have not, at least not during the 
time that I have been stationed here. In 
the early part of the spring there were some 
few cases of pneumonia and bronchitis, but 
not any more so than would be expected 
even in a climate further south than this. 

Q. What proportion of pulmonary com- 
plaints furnished in ^our hospital reports ? 

A. For the past six months the ratio has 
been as follows : 

Sfck Treated. Pulmonary Dl8ea»e8. 

January, . . 
February, . 
March,, . . . 
April, ... 

May, 

June, ... 

Total, . . . 

Q. What is the appearance of the prison- 
ers generally at this time ? 

A. Their appearance is very good. The 
prisoners connned at this depot are all rebel 
officers, but have very little pride to keep 
themselves or their quarters clean. 

Q. Do the prisoners seem to gain or de- 
cline in health after their arrival here? 

A. As a. general thing their health im- 
proves. jMost of the pnsoners are robust 
and in good physical condition. 

HENRY EVERT&SAN, 
Burgeon U. S. Vols., Chief Medical Officer. 

Subscribed in my presence and sworn 
to before tnc at tJpndubky, Oliio, 
tills 5tli day of .Tuly, 18W. 

[SEAL.] Henry C. Bush, 

Notary Tublic in and for Erie County, Ohio. 

Deposition taken at Kelley's Island. 

Geokoe C. HuNTmoTON examined: 

Q. How long have yon resided on Kel- 
ley's Island ? 

A. Since the fall of 1888, with the ex- 
ception of one year, from the fall of 1844 
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to the fall of 1845. Have been acquainted 
on the Island since 1835, 

Q. What means have you of furnishing a 
statement of the character of the climate 
and sanitary condition of Kelley'd Island, 
and the neighboring islands, and the sur- 
roundinp; country ? 

A. I have been in the habit, during the 
entire period of my residence on the island, 
of noting extremes of temperature, and 
such casual phenomena as would, in my 
opinion, have any bearing on the general 
health of the place ; and for more than five 
years past have made three records daily of 
everything connected with the changes i;f' 
the weather, in the manner prescribed by, 
and under the direction of, the Smithao- 
nian Institution. 

Q. Please state the latitude, longitude, 
and height above tide-water, of Kelley's Is- 
land ; its population, and the general cha^ 
acter of the island for salubrity. 

A. My place of observation is in latitude 
41° 35' 44'' N., longitude 82'' 42' 32'' W. 
The level of Lake Erie is 565 feet above 
tide- water, and the island may in some places 
rise fifty or sixty feet above the level of the 
lake ; but I think the mean height of the is- 
land would not vary much from twenty-five 
feet above the level of the lake. The popu- 
tion, in April last, was six hundred and fifty- 
one. As to the salubrity of the climate, the 
matter will be best determined by the statig. 
tics given in answer to the next question . 

Q. What has been the percentage of 
mortality, annually, on your island V 

A. In answer to this question I give an 
abstract from the records of the " Cemetery 
Association." This association was organ- 
ized in May, 1853, since which time the 
whole number of intc.'ments has been 43 
From this deduct., lost from vessels 

and washed ashore, 4 

Died in Nashville, from w'ds in battle, 1— i 

Whole number of interments in 11 years, 38 
To this add, died here and taken else- 
where for interment, . . . . .5 

Whole number of deaths in 1 1 years, 43 

From diseases reported as follows ; — 
Killed by premature blast 1, drowned 2, 8 
Old age 3, intemperance 1, dropsy 1, .5 
Still-born and infanft but a few days old, 8 
Dysentery and summer complaint, . . 9 

Inflammation of bowels, 8 

Diseases affecting respiratory organs, . 6 
Throat affection, age 76, age 50, . ; • * 
Fevers (one contracted in army hospital), 8 
Childbirth 1, congestion of brain 1, . . i 
Fits 1, not specified 2, . . . . . • ' 
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The average population of the island for 
this period of eleven years has beeiii_as ap- 
pears by the returns of the township asses- 
sar, 428, which would give an annual mor- 
tality of 3.9 ; but if we deduct casualties 3, 
Itill-born and infc*nts, which, although born 
tJivc, had not vitality enough fairly to com- 
mence the journey of life, 8 ; and one from 
disease contracted in hospital in Nashville, 1, 
it will reduce the number of deaths proper- 
ly chargeable to disease and old age to thir- 
ty-one, or an annual mortality of 2.82 in a 
population of 428. This would be an annual 
mortality from all causes of one per cent., 
and from disease, including old age, aa annu- 
jl mortality of less than seventj'-three-hun- 
dredths of one per cent. (0.724.') By 
comparing these results with the taoles of 
mortality in different sections of the coun- 
try, the salubrity of our climate and the 
immunity from the ordinary diseases of the 
country enjoyed by the inhal-itants of this 
island as compared with other localities, may 
be easily deduced. 

Q. ^V^hat is the distance of Kelley's from 
Johnson's Island, and is there any difference 
in the physical or sanitary peculiarities of 
the tnro islands ? 

A. Johnson's Island is about seven miles 
nearly due south from Kelley's Island, and I 
am not aware of any natural causes which 
should make any difference in the salubrity 
of climate or sanitary condition of the two 
localities, unless the difference in the water 
between Sandusky Bay and the open lake 
(the latter being considered rather more free 
mm impurities) might be considered a dif- 
ference, so far as it is used for culinary pur- 
poses or as a beverage. 

Q- Is there any undue tendency to pul- 



monary disorders among the inhabitat ts of 
these islands ? 

A. By r.efercnce to the answer to a pro- 
ceding question, it will be seen that ihn 
whole number of deaths from diseases affect-- 
ing the respiratory organs in a period of 
eleven years, and in a population averaging 
four hundred and twenty-eight, was but five, 
and of this number one was a transient per- 
son ; leaving but four cases in eleven years 
among those who could be properly cfdled 
residents. 

Q. Has Johnson's Island ever had a bad 
repute for unhealthiness ? 

A. I have never heard Johnson's Island 
called unhealthy. 

_ Q. Have you ever known any very fatal 
diseases among the inhabitants of Lake Erie? 

A. The Asiatic cholera has passed through 
the lake region as an epidemic four times, I 
think, since it first made its appearance on 
this continent in 1832. I am not aware of 
any other very fatal diseases having prevjuled 
in the lake region since my first acquaint- 
ance with it in 1830. 

State op Ohio, * „ , 
Erie County, { ' 

Before me, the subscriber, a Notary Pub- 
lic in and for the County of Erie and State 
of Ohio, personally came G. C. Huntington, 
who, being duly sworn by me accorriing to 
law, deposes and says that the statements 
above made are compiled from official and 
other rehable data, and that they are true 
according to his knowledge and belief. 

GEO. C. HUNTINGTON. 

Subscribed and sworn to beforfi me, 
July ith, A. D. 1804. 

[seal.] a. S Kelley, 

Notary Public. 
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Tutimony taken at Lincoln Hospital, Wash- 
ington, D. C, taken June 4, 1804. 

CoMMis.siONER3 PRESENT. — Dr. Wal- 
lace, Mr. Walden. 

William H. Ferguson; 11th Mississippi 
iafentry , twenty-six years old ; private in 
Qmfedeitite service three years ; health 
good while in service and up to the time of 
TIT capture. 

Had walled tents sometimos. and '(ttncs 
Wietmies when in winter quarters. 

Ai^viayb had this kind of covering e>jt«pt 
irtiile in active service ; then we had no tents 
OP cabins, say from first of May till we go 
into winter quarters. 

We commonly carrr one blanket. 



Could have more if we wanted it 
Could take captured tents and carry and 
use them if we chose. 

We were comfortable as far as body clo- 
thing and blankets are concerned; when 
one coat or pants wears out we can get more 
from our own quartermasters. 

A day's ration is one and one-eighth pounds 
wheat flour or one and one-fourth pounds 
oorr meal ; one and one-fourth pounds beef, 
fresh Ccould <?encrally get fresh beef, driving 
cattle along with us), or half-pound bacon 
in piace of beef; we also drew duiing the 
first year of war, coffee, sugar, and rice; 
second and third years had no coffee ; some- 
times we could get sugar and rice; since 
Christmas last we got coffee again. 
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We al';Tays had plenty to cat and some- 
times more, wlii'e not on campaign ; but on 
campaign, then we always had enough, but 
none to sp^^re. 

Since our capture wc get enough grub to 
keep us from hunger ; we don't suffer ; we 
have a full allowance ; we are as well treated 
OS vour own men. 

i was wounded in my right leg just above 
5he ankle ; healing kindly now. 

Kindly treated by the officers and subordi- 
nates since our capture. 

I have not been, and never have seen any 
of our boys, robbed or otherwise ill-treated 
by the Jnion men ; I have seen and heard 
some occasional rough talk and swearing at 
us, but nothing more than that; thi*^ was 
from a few ot the piivates ; not a general 
rule. 

We have had civil talk and argument as 
a common thing with the Union soldiers on 
the subject of the war. 

I was captured 5th of May, 18G4. 

Our food in the Confederate army was of 
good quality. 

Our corn meal that -we had was very 
good; wo had generally white, sometimes 
yellow meal ; it was bolted or sifted, and of 
fine grain. 

We never had grains of corn or bits of cob 
ID our meal. 

WlLLmi H. FERGUSON, 

Cocipany D, lltli Jlississippi Volunteers. 

I have been in the Confederate service 
two years and six months ; was captured on 
fiilh of May, 1864. Was wounded through 
the right shoulder and chest. I am improv- 
ing in strength ; and I suppose I am gaining 
flesh Jiow, tliough I am not as strong or 
fleshy as when 1 was captured. 

I have been present at the statements 
made by William H. Ferguson, 11th Missis- 
sippi V«'' (>rs; I have heard them all; I 
substan! heir accuracy from my experi- 
ence and ouservation as to our condition in 
the ser\ ice, though I was attached to a differ- 
ent corps of the army. 

W. O. QUARLES, 

Coxnpany H, 3d Alabama Kugisnent, Infantry. 

Larkik a. GnrFKriT, native of South 
Carolina; home in Florida; belong to 1st 
South Carolina rifles. 

The statement made by William H. Fergu- 
son hag been read and shown to me. It 
agrees with my observation and experience 
except as noted below. I have been in 
Oonfedcrata service nearly three years : my 
health -was always excellent while in the ser- 
vice ; I was well and strong when wounded 
and captured ; captured on 12th May, 1864. 

During the winter of 1862 and 1863, we 



had full rations of bread, but only half ra. 
tions of bacon for about three months. 

Our corn meal was very finely ground, but 
the hull was not sifted out. 

In a few isolated cases our captured men 
were directed to leave their knapsacks and 
haversacks behind them ; it was not a gene- 
ral thing at all. 

7 never saw nor heard our men sworn at 
or cursed by the Union soldiers. 

L. A. GIlTFFIN. 

I have seen and had read to me the state- 
ments made by William H, Ferguson. They 
are correct as proved by my own experience 
and observation generally. 1 haTe been in 
the Confederate service three years ; my , 
health and strength while in the service ' 
was good during the third year ; better 
than before. 

We had coffee always, except during 
1863, up to about Christmas. 

A Union lieutenant once damned me and 
told me I was not worthy of a place. I re- 
plied, " I hoped the Lord would forgive him 
and make him a better man." 

PLEASANT H. REESE, 

Compimy 1, 13th Georgia Koglment 

I have seen and had read to me the state> 
ments made by William H. Ferguson. 

They are correct as proved by my own 
experience and observation generally. I 
have been in the Confederate service two 
years ; my health was not very good till this 
last winter ; then it was tolerably good : could 
do all my duties. Through last summer we 
did not draw coffee. 

JOSEPH F. DAVIDSON, 

Company A, 40th Georgia Kegtment, 

Virgil Caekoll, aged twenty-one; a^ 
tillery, Virginia. 

Clothing always good and warm. 

Plenty of blankets and good shelter ; shel- 
ter tents. 

Plenty to eat. Rations — coffee, sugar, 
bacon, meal, occasionally fre?h meat, pota- 
toes (Irish), rice, peas, wheat bread. 

Always enougli ; much as we could cob* 
sume ; this especially during the last three 
months. 

Clothing very plentiful. 

Fourth year in the army ; never suffered 
for food or clothing. 

VIRGIL CARROLL. 

I corroborate the above statement of Vi^ 
gil Carroll S. P. TWEDY, 

Company C, IJth lUgiraent, Virginia. 

Joshua Babker, South Carolina, 4th 
Rifles. I corroborate the above statement of 
Virgil CarrolL JOSHUA BARKER. 
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C. A. Bowman, North Carolina 3 2d. I 
corroborate the above statement of Virgil 
Carroll. C. A. BOWMAN. 

District of Columbia, j 
County of Washington, J * 

Personally appeared before me the within 
named William H. Ferguson, W. O. Quarles, 
L. A. Griffin, Pleasant IL Reese, Joseph F. 
Davidson, Virgil Carroll, S. P. Twedy, 
Joshua Barker, C. A. Bowman, who, being 
severally sworn, say that the statements set 
forth by them are correct and true to the best 
of their knowledge and belief. 

Given under my hand and seal at Wash- 
ington, D.C., this fourth day of June, A. D. 
1864. 

M. H. N. Kendig, 

Notary Tubllc. 

Testimony taken at De Camp General Hos- 
pital, il.S. A., New York, June 17, 1864. 

Commissioner Present: — Sir. Wilkins. 

Deposition of A. B. Babron, of Habersham 
county, Georgia, Co. K, 24th Georgia. 
I have served in the Confederate service 
Wo years and three days. I arrived at this 
hospital two days since, and depose as fol- 
lows : 

That I have served in Virginia, and was 
wounded at Cool Arbor. 

I the Confederate service we had no tents 
in the field, except* shelter tents; had one 
blanket and one oil-cloth, and lay on the 
ground. 

When wounded, had on a good suit and a 
change of clothes, but was not robbed of 
money, clothes, or anything which I had 
when taken captive. 

To-morrow being the last day of the week, 
&nd the time for a regular supply of cloth- 
ing, I expect clean clothes. Everything was 
in a proper state for my reception when I 
arrived here. 

I have been in the Confederate hospitals 
in the field ; there were straw beds and a few 
ikeets. 

Rations in our service were bacon, half 
pound, or one pound of beef ; rice, coffee 
snd sugar occasionally; rations of bread were 
«ix hard biscuit a day, or half pound of meal 
or flour a day. 

We had a plentiful supply of wood ; our 
people did not suffer from cold. 

We had medical attendance and medicines 
as we had need. 

The sick were treated kindly ; there was 
tsre as to our cleanliness : it was the best ; 
wan, &c., was issued to us ; no want of salt. 

Since we were captured, we have been 
treated very well, just as well as your own 
boys all the time, and we have no fault to 
md. I was told I could not find it ea 



I was a farmer ; worked on my father's 
fane. I expected to be made a coascript, 
and volunteered in preference. 

ALBERT B. BARRON. 
Sworn to before me, 

Warren Webster, 

Assistant Surgeon U. 6. A., In charge of Hospital. 

Deposition of Wm. M. Farwer, native of 
Franklin county, Georgia, Company H, 
24th Georgia Regiment. Business a far- 
mer. 

I entered the service of the Confederate 
States in August, 1861 ; was v/ounded and 
taken prisoner at Cool Arbor. 

I had on, when wounded, a waistcoat, 
pants, drawers, shirt and boots, and not ahy- 
thing was taken away from me by my cap- 
tors. 

I have needed nothing since captured, hav- 
ing been supplied at the landing by the San- 
itary Commission. I have had plenty to eat ; 
no difference has been made since my cap- 
ture between the wounded prisoners and the 
Federal wounded. 

Rations in our service were bacon, half 
pound, or half pound of beef; rice, coffee 
and sugar occasionally ; rations of bread were 
six hard biscuit a day, or half pound of meal, 
or half pound of flour a day. I have always 
had foou enough of this kind, and while in 
Virginia the same as elsewhere. 

In the Confederate service we had good 
tents in the winter, but on the march we 
had only blankets, and no slielter. 

I was in No. 4 General Hoi-pital, Rich- 
mond, during sixteen days, in May 1863 ; we 
had there as much ^ we could eat, with good 
bedding and sheets as we have here. 

We were better off in the hospital than in 
the field, as we had there coffee, sugar and 
soft bread. 

I have had every comfort and attention 
since I have been here. The same in all re- 
spects as Union solders. 

WILLLIM M. FARMER. 

Sworn to before me. 

Warren Webster, 

Assistant Surgeon U. S. A., in charge of Hospital. 

Dqjosition of Daniel F. Prince, native of 
Columbus county, North Carolina, Com- 
pany H, 51st Regiment. 
I entered the Confederate service in 
March, 1862, and arrived liere on the 15th 
of Juno last. I was wounded at the battle 
of Cool Arbor ; had some extra clothing in a 
bundle, which was cut loose by a Federal 
soldier at my request. 

I lay in a cross fire, and the Federal sol- 
diers dragged me out of the line of the fire 
into a ditcb. 
I was treated mighty kindly. 
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The Federals dressed my wounds, and 
<'arried me to White House Landing, and 
5ont me imaiediately North with your own 
tx)ys. 

in the Confederate service we always got 
one pound of beef or half , a pound of bacon 
a day ; we had flour or corn bread alternatc- 
iy, one pound of tlour, or one and a quarter 
pounds of corn aioal ; we had no tea or cof- 
fee ; we had salt, and a gill of peas or rice a 
dav extra. 

We had three full suits of clothes a year, 
if needed ; if more, we drew them and had 
to pr.y for them ; we had blankets and oil- 
cloths. 

We had tents at stations, but no tents in 
the field. 

We had overcoats in cold weather made 
of wool. 

I have been supplied with everything I 
have wanted since 1 came here, and see no 
difference between my treatment and that 
of Union soldiers here in the hospital. 

DANLEL F. PRINCE, 
mark. 

Sworn to before me, 

Wauren Webster, 
Assistant Surgeon U. S. A., in charge of Hos- 
pital. 

Deposition of Joseph Whichard, Pitt 
County, North Carolina, Company G, 8th 
llogiment. North Carolina. 

I entered the service in September, 1861, 
and have "'erved in North Carolina, South 
Garoh'na, Georgia, and at last in Virginia, 
where I w^s wounded at Cool Arbor. 

I had on at the time, pants, shoes, a ehirt, 
and a pair of drawers ; my clothes were cut 
off l)y the surgeon in order to dress my 
r ounds, and clean ones were afterwards sup- i 
])lied to me by Union men, both on board 
the f»oat and since I li.avc been here. 

I have my jacket, and the rest of my 
prnpf-rty is on the linle stand at the head 'of 
my bed. 

A blankt't wiis taken away from me when 
wounded, but another has been lumished. 

liations. half a pound bacon, and ten hard 
biscuitj?, <!aily, nothing else to eat; no rice, 
peas, or corn meal. 

Was in the lio«])ital at Wilmington, North 
Carolina, a year ago last May. The fare 
w{i9 tolerable. 

On a march, had an abundance, except 
for a day or two, when it could not bo got. 

Have had everything I want^ or have 
asked for, since I have been here. 

J. WHICHARD. 

Sworn to before mo, 

W'arrek Webster, 
AftsiitaDt Surgeon U. S. A. in charge of Hospital. 



Deposition of Michael Sutton, Sampson 
County, North Carolina, Company B, 51st 
Regiment. 

I have been nearly three years in the 
Confederate service ; this is my second en- 
listment; I might hai'e been drafted if I had 
not re-enlisted. I served near Charlestown, 
South Carolina, and was wounded at Cool 
Arbor ; had some clothes on ; no clothes now 
except what was furnislied me by Union 
men ; my own clothes were bloody and had 
to be thrown away. 

I have not been robbed of anything. 

Rations for four days, one pound of bacon, 
and eighteen ounces of corn meal ; same 
weight of flour, but rarely; had rice and 
peas, half pint of rice, and a short half pint 
of peas a day. !Meal not always good, but 
lumpy and suielt bad, and then were 
rather stinted for food. Since we have been 
'round Richmond we have been short ; it was 
enough to live upon " without enough." 

Been in hospital in W^ilniington, Nortli 
Carolina; "fare awful hard;" want of food; 
beds, &<*., were clean. 

Treated well on board the vessel ; the same 
as Union soldiers; kind and attentive here; 
fared fine while I have bc«n here ; 1 haye 
not asked for anything but what I have got 

his * 
MICHAEL X SUTTON, 
mark. 

Sworn to before me, 

Wauren Webster, 
Assistant Surgeon U. S. A., in chaige of ho»- 
pital. 

Testimony taken at Fori Delaware, June 2lsl, 
1864. 



Commissioners Present. 
lace, Judge Hare. 



Dr. Wal- 



Gkorge S. Roler sworn and examined:-' 

I am from Virginia ; was in the artillery, 
Ewell's Corps ; I am comfortable her.' ; I 
have just come hero last evening; came 
through Washington, from Spottsylvania 
Court House, where I was caken prisoner. 

Was kindly treated on the way up ; had 
been in the service (Confederate) three 
months when taken prisoner. 

We had plenty of rations from Confederate 
Government; they issued us meal, some 
flour, bacon, sugar, coffee and salt; got meat 
every day, half pound bacon or a pound of 
beef; one and one-<Mghth pound of meal a 
day, which we made ourselves; plenty of 
cotlee and sugar all the winter; we did not 
suffer for want of food. 

Clothing plenty all winter; that was the 
case of the other men as well as myself: 
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jjl had two blankets — some more; none I 
think less than t'.ro. 

GEORGE S. KOLER. 

Sworn to and snbpcribed before me, 
June 21st, 1864. 

D. P. Brown, Jr., 

United States Commissioner. 

Henry Daniel, sworn and examined: — 

I have been in the Confederate seivice, 
infantry, Ewell's corps, for two years ; I came 
here yesterday ; taken prisoner at Spottsyl- 
vania ; am from Georgia. 

Had plenty tx) o&L while in the Confederate 
service ; had half pound of bacon, one and 
one-eighth pounds of flour a day during the 
winter; in the spring, beef one pound a 
day ; provisions of good quahty ; besides this 
had meal, Irish potatoes, peas, coflee, and 
su^ar. 

Had clothes enough to keep warm; two 
blankets, one overcoat; the army at large 
had th'.'m ; nothing to coniplain of in the way 
of food and clothing, 

HENRY K DANIEL, 
mark. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
June 21st, 1864. 

D. P. Brown, Jr., 

United States Commissioner. 

William Sharp, sworn and examined: — 

I have been three years in the Confederate 
eervice the 9th of next month, in Hill's 
corps ; I am from Georgia ; taken prisoner at 
Spottsylvania. 

Treatment was not so good part of the 
way coming up here; thej' did not give us 
anj'thing to eat but four crackers a day till 
we got to Belle Plain, to the boat ; after that 
we had plenty; the guards that were with us 
aiToss to Belle Piain did not get it either; the 
inlantry ";uard that fetched us to Fredericks- 
burg had no more than we; the cavalry 
brought us, I don't know how they fared. 

Rations last winter in the Confederate 
service pretty good ; got one and one-eighth 
pounds of (lour, one-<juart€r pound of salt 
pork, when we got sugar and coffee; when 
we did not get sugar and coffee, had half a 
pound salt pork ; sometimes we drew com 
meal and got a pound and a quarter of it ; 
cot some potatoes once and a while ; some 
beans occasionally, and some rice. 

Clothes were very good last winter ; had 
Oiio blanket to each man ; some had two 
blankets; had overcoats. 

Heard no complaints of want of food or 
clothing, being well clothed and fed. 

I was as fat as I ever was in my life, when 
I w&fl taken at Spottsylvanisu 



We had tentfl and cabins built during the 
winter. 

his 

WILLIAM M SHARP. 

mark. 

Sworn to and subscribed before 
me, June 21st, 1864. 

D. P. Brown, Jr., 

United SUtes ConunlBsioner. 

J. S. Moore, sicom and examined : — 

I have been in the Confederate service 
nearly three years. Taken prisoner near 
Spottsylvania Court House; was .^eated tol- 
erably well on the way up here ; did not get 
quite enough to eat. , 

Plenty to eat last winter and spring in 
the Confederate service"; got meal, flour, bar- 
con, a quarter of a pound of bacon a day, 
and one and one-quarter pounds of meal, 
sometimes sugar and coffee and potatoes ; 
did not get beans ; got no fresh meat last 
spring. Was in Hill's corps. 

Had plenty of clothing; one blanket a 
pier o; overcoats ; some had two blank.^ts. 

We could not carry more than one blanket 
a piece ; could have had more if we had 
chosen to can-y them. 

Sometimes we threw them away. 

I came from ])»lississippi. 

Sometimes drew flour, one pound, instead 
of meal ; never got any more oacon than at 
first ; had plenty to eat all the time ; gene- 
rally had coffee on hand all the time ; used 
to have peas last fall ; was as well fed, with 
the exception of coffee, last winter as before. 

JOHN S. MOORE. 

Sworn to and subscribed before 
me, June 2lst, 1864. 

D. P. Brown, Jr., 

United States Commissioner. 

L. S. Crews, sworn and examined: — 

I entered the Confederate service last 
December. I was taken prisoner near 
Spotts;^'lvania Court House ; came from /ir- 
ginia ; in Ewell's corps ; well treated coming 
up here ; got more than I could eat, for I was 
sick : they all got plenty coming up here, as 
far as I know. 

Rations last winter in our own army vi ere 
tolerable ; was on corn meal principally , 
through the winter ; TOt one and one^iuarter 
pound of com meal a day, half pound of 
bacon; sometimes molasses and potatoes; 
some fijsh, some sugar and coffee ; drawed a 
little rice; got no fresh meat; had a little 
last December ; had enough food to satisfy 
hunger. 

The men were clothed tolerably well — all 
of the men had not blankets; some had 
thrown them away ; it was so with the ovei> 
coats. I waa conscripted. 

his 

L. S. X CREWS, 
mark. 
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Sworn to and subscribed before mc, 
June 2i8t, \8&i. 

D. P. Brown, Jr., 

Uaited States Jommissloner. 

R. D. Bknefield, sworn and examined : — 
Taken prisoner ni;ar Spottsylvania ; was 
welltTcateu, as well as could be expected 
on my way up here. 

Got about enougl. to eat in the Confed- 
erate service — one ind one-quarter pounds 
of meal, and one-< quarter pound of bacon ; 
got some sugar, some potatoes, rice, and 
coffee; no beans or peas; some sugar; al- 
lowance of bacon the same all the time ; I 
don't recollect drawing any fresh meat ; got 
flour sometimes. • 

Get tolerable plenty of clothes ; all had 
plenty of blankets ; some overcoat-s. 



The men did not suffer, as Ikn;!w of, from 
cold ; have been in the service since Febru- 
ary, 1861. Was in Ewell's corps. 

K D. BENEFIELD, 

Company A, 37th Georgia, 

Sworn to and subscribed before mc, 
June idlst, INVI. 

D. P. Bkowk, Jr., 

United States CommJsBioner. 

I 

I certify that the foregoing testimony, 
taken at Fort Delaware, June 2l9t, 1864, 
was taken and reduced to writing by me, 
in the presence of tlie respective witnesses, 
and by them sworn to and subscribed in my 

5)resence, at the time and in ths manner set 
brth. 

D. P. BROWN, Ju., 

United ."itiiicii Comnuiwioner. 



SUPPLEMENT. 

SUFFERINGS OF THE PEISOKERS AT ANDERSONVILLB, GA. — MEJIOIMAL FKOM IHE 
PRISONERS TO THE rRESlDENT OF THE UNITED STATES— LETTER OF MAJOR- 
GENEEAL BUTLER, UNITED STATES COMMISSIONER OF EXCHANGE, TO COLONEL 
OULD, CONFEDERATE COMMISSIONER. 



Account of the sufferings of Union jyrisoners 
of tear, at Camp Sumter, Andersonville, 
Georgia, 

From the Sanitary Commlsgion Bulletin. 

The following statement wos drawn up 
for the Commission, and sworn to by the 
parties signing it. They were exchanged 
on the IGthof August, and with three others 
were appointed by their companions in 
prison as a deputation to see President Lin> 
coin in their behalf 

Deposition of Private Tract: — 

I am a private in the 82d New York Regi- 
ment of Volunteers, Company G. Wa.s cap- 
tured with about eight hundred Federal 
troops, in front of Petersburg, on tba 22d of 
June, 1864. We were kept at Petersburg 
two days, at Richmond, Belle Isle, three 
days, then conveyed by rail to Lynchburg. 
Marched seventy-five miles to Danville, 
thence by rail to Andersonvillcj Georgia. 
At Petersburg we were treated fairly, being 
under the guard of old soldiers of an Ala- 
bama regiment ; at Richmond we came under 
the authority of the notorious and inhuman 
Major Turner, and the equally notorious 
Home Guard. Our ration was a pint of 
beans, four ounces of bread, and three ounces 
of meat, a day. Another batch of prisoners 
ioining us, we lefl Richmond sixteen hundred 
■trong. j 

Alfblanketf, barersacks, canteens, money, I 



valuables of every kind, extra clothing, and 
in some cases tha last shirt and drawers, had 
been previously taken from us. 

At Lvnciibnrg we were placed under the 
Home (jruard, officered by Major and Cap- 
tain Moffett. Tlie march to Danville was 
a weary and painful one of five days, under 
a torrid sun, many of us falling helpless by 
the way, and soon filling the empty wagons 
of our train. On the first day we received 
a little meat, but the sum of our rations for 
the five days was thirteen crackers. During 
the six days by rail to Andersonville, moat 
was given us twice, and the daily ration •vvas 
four crackers. 

On entering the Stockade Prison, w 
found it crowtled with twenty-eight thou- 
sand of our fellow-soldiers. By crowded, I 
mean that it was difficult to move in any di- 
rection without joetling and being jostled. 
This prison is an open space, sloping on both 
sides, originally seventeen acres, now twen- 
ty-five acres, in the shape of a parall - lograra, 
without trees or shelter of any kind. The 
soil is sand over a bottom of clat. The 
fence is made of upright trunks of trees, 
abuut twenty feet high, near the top of 
which are small platforms, where the guards 
are stationed. Twenty feet inside and par- 
allel to the fence is a light railing, forming 
the " dead line," beyond which the projec- 
tion of a foot or finger is sure to bring the 
deadly bullet of the sentinel. 
Through the ground, at nearly right-angle* 
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irith the longer sides, runs or rather creeps 
a stream through an ai'tificlai channel, vary- 
ing from five to six feet in width, the water 
about ankle deep, and near the )iiiddle of 
the enclosui-c, spreading out into a awamp 
of about six acres, filled with refuse wood, 
stumps and debris of the camp. Before en- 
tering this enclosure, the stream, or more 
properly sewer, passes through the camp of 
the guards, receiving from this source, and 
others farther up, a large amount of the vilest 
material, evcu the contents of the sink. The j 
water is of a dark color, and an oxtlinary j 
glass would collect a thick sediment This 
was our only drinking and cooking water. 
It was our custom to filter it as best we could, 
through our remnants of haversacks, shirts 
and blouses. Wells had been dug, but the 
water either proved so productive of diaiT- 
Loea, or so limited in qu^ntit) that they were 
use. 



blankets, which a few had, but generally 
there was no attempt by day or night to pro- 
tect ourselves. 

The rations consisted of eight ounces of 
corn bread (the cob being ground with the 
kernel), and generally sour, two ( unces of 
condemned pork, oflensive in appearance 
and smell. Occasionally, about twice a 
week, twotablespoonfiilsof rit'«!, and in place 
of the pork the same amount (two tabl'.'- 
spoonfuls) of molasses were given us about 
twice a month.* This ration was brought 
into camp about four o'clock, P. M., and 
thrown from the wagons to the ground, the 
men being arranged in divisions of two hun- 
dred and seventy, subdivided into squads of 
nineties and thirties. It was the custom to 
consume the whole ration at once, rather 
than save any for the next day. The distri- 
bution being often unequal some would lose 

were 



of no general use. The cook-house was I the rations altogether. We were allowed 
gituated on the stream just outside the stock- 1 no dish or cooking utensil of any kind. On 



ade, and its refuee of decaying olFal was 
thrown into the water, a greasy coating cov- 
ering much of the surface. To these was 
added the daily large amount of base matter 
from the camp itself. There was a system 
of policing, but the means was so limited, 
ana so large a number of the men was ren- 
dered irresolute and depressed by imprison- 
mant, that the work was very imperfectly 
done. One side of the swamp was naturally 
used as a sink, the men usually going out 
jome distance into the water. Under the 
lunmier sun this place early became cor- 
ruption too vile for description, the men 
breeding disgusting life, so tnat the surface 
of the water moved as with a gentle breeze. 

The new-comers, on reaching this, would 
exclaim : " Is this hell V" yet they soon would 
become callous, and enter unmoved the hor- 
rible rottenness. The rebel authorities 
never removed any filth. There was sel- 
dom any visitation by the oflicers in charge. 
Two surgeons were at one time sent by Presi- 
dent Davis to inspect thecomp, but a walk 
through a small section gave them all the 
information they desired, and we never saw 
them again. 

The guai-ds usually numbered about sixty- 
four — eight at each end, and twenty-four 
on a side. On the outside, within three 
hundred yards, were fortifications, on high 
pound, overlooking and perfectly command- 
ing us, mounting twenty-four twelve-pound 
Napoleon Parrotts. We were never per- 
mitted to go outside, except at times, in small 
squads, to gather our firewood. During 
the building of the cook-house, a few, who 
were carpenters, were ordered out to assist. 

Our only shelter from the sun and rain 
and night dews was what we could make by 
■tretching over us our coats or scraps of 



opening the camp in the winter, the first t\to 
thousand prisoners were allov.-ed skillets, one 
to fifty men, but these were soon taken 
away. To the best of my knowledge, in- 
formation and belief, our ration was in quality 
a starving or.o, it being either too foul to be 
touched or too raw to be digested. 

The cook-house went into operation about 
May 10th, prior to which cooked our own 
rations. It did not prove at all adequate to 
the woi k, (thirty thousand is a large town,) 
so that a large proportion were still obliged 
to prepiire their own food. In addition to 
the utter inability of many todothi8,throuj'h 
debility and sickness, we never had a supply 
of wood. I have often seen men with a little 
bag of Eieal in band, gathered from several 
rations, utarving to death for want of wood, 
and in desperation would mix the raw ma- 
terial wii,h water and try to eat it. 

The clothing of the men was miserable in 
the extrtime. Very few had shoes of any 
kind, not two thousand had coats and pants, 
and thos€i were late comers. More than one- 
half wera indecently exposed, and many 
were naked. 

The uiiual punishment was to place the 
men in the stocks, outside, near the Captain's 
quarters. If a man was missing at roll-call, 
tno squad of ninety to which he belonged was 
deprived of the ration. The " dead-line " 
bullet, already referred to, spared no oficnd- 

• Our rejnilar army ration Is : 
3 lb. Pork or \i ibs. Fresh Beef. 
18 ozs. Hard Bread, or 20 ozs. Soft Bread or Floor, 
1-10 lb. Coffee, 
1-G lb. Sugar, 
1-10 lb. Uice, or 

1-10 lb. Beaus or Hominy. » 
Vegetables — Ii'resh or) 

Molasses, S Irregularly. 

Vinegar. J 
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er. One poor fellow, just from Sherman's 
army — his name was lioberts — was trying 
to wash his lace near the " dead-line " rail- 
ing, when he slipped on the clayey bottom, 
and fell with his head just outside the fatal 
border. We shouted to him, but it was too 
lute — "another guard would have a fur- 
lough," the men said. It was a common be- 
lief among our men, arising from statements 
made by the guard, that General Winder, 
in command, issued an order that any one 
of the guard who should shoot a Yankee out- 
side of the " dead-line " should have a 
month's furlough, but there probably was no 
truth in this. About two a day were thus 
shot, some being cases of suicide, 'i/Tought on 
by mental dejjression or physical misery, the 
I)oor fellows throwing themselves, or madly 
rushing outside the line." 

The mental con Jition of a large portion of 
the men was melancholy, beginning in des- 
pondeaey and tending to a kind of stolid ana 
idiotic indifference. Many spent much time 
in arousing and encouraging their fellows, 
but hundreds were lying about motionless, or 
stalking vacantly to and fro, quite beyond 
any help which could be given them within 
their prison walls. These cases were fre- 
quent among those who had been imprisoned 
but a short time. There were those who 
were captured at the first Bull Iiun, July 
18()1, and had known Belle Isle from the 
first, yet had preserved their physical and 
mental health to a Avcnderful degree. Many 
were wise and resolute enough to keep 
themselves occupied — some in cuttiug bone 
and wood ornament*!, making their knives 
out of iron hoops — others in manufacturing 
ink from the rust from these same hoops, and 
with rude pens sketching or imitating bank 
notes, or any sample that would involve long 
and jjatient execution. 

Letters from home very seldom reached 
us, and few had any means of writing. In 
the early summer, a large batch of letters ^ — 
five thousand we were told — arrived, hav- 
ing been accumulating somewhere for many 
months. These were brought into camp by 
an olRcer, under orders to collect ten cents 
on each — of course most were returned, and 
we heard no more of them. One of my 
companions saw among them three from his 
parents, but he was unable to pay th^; 
i;liarge. According to the rules of transmis- 
fiion of letters over the lines, these letters 
must have already paid ten cents each to the 
rebel government. 

As far as we saw General Winder and 
Captain Wirtz, the former was kind and 
considerate in his manners, the latter harsh, 
though not without kindly feelings. 

It is a melancholy and mortifying fact, 
that some of our trials came from our own 



men. At Belle Isle and Andersonville ther? 
wore among us a gang of desperate men, 
ready to prey on their fellows. Not ouly 
thefts and robberies, but even murders were 
committed. AfTairs became so serious at 
Camp Sumter that an appeal was made to 
General Winder, who autliorized an arrest 
and trial by a criminal court. Eighty-six 
were arrested, and six were hung, beside 
others who were severely punished. These 
proceedings effected a marked change for 
the better. 

Some few weeks before being released, I 
was ordered to act as clerk in the hospital. 
This consists simply of a few scattered trees 
and fly tents, and is in charge of Dr. White, 
an excellent and considerate man, with very 
limited means, but doing all in his power for 
his patients. He has twenty-five assistants, 
besides those detailed to examine for admit- 
tance to the hospital. This examination was 
made in a small stockade attached to the 
main one, to the inside door of which the 
sick came or were brought by thcnr comrades, 
the number to be removed being limited. 
Lately, in consideration of the rapidly in- 
creasing sickness, it was extended to one 
hundred and fifty daily. Thnt this was too 
small an allowance is shown by the fact that 
the deaths within our stockade were from 
thirty to forty a day. I have st-en one hun- 
dred and fifty bodies waiting passage to the 
" dead house," to be buried with those who 
died in hospital. The average of deaths 
through the earlier months was thirty a day : 
at the time I lefl^^. the average was over one 
hundred and thirty, and one day the record 
showed one hundred and forty-six. 

The '[)roportion of deaths from starvation, 
not including those consequent on the dis- 
eases originating in the character and limited 
quantity of food, such as diarrhoea, dysentery 
and scurvj', I cannot state ; but to the best of 
my knowledge, information and belief, there 
were scores every month. We could, at any 
time, point out many for whom puch a fate 
was inevitable, as they lay or feebly walked, 
mere skeletons, whose emaciation exceeded 
the examples given in Leslie's Illustrated for 
June 18, 1864. For exampli; : in some case? 
the inner edges of the two bones of the arms, 
between the elbow and the wrist, with the 
intermediate blood vessels, were plainly vis- 
ible when held toward the light. The ra- 
tion, in quantity, was perhaps barely suffi- 
cientf to sustain life, and the cases of starva- 
tion were generally those whose stomachs 
could not retain what bad become entirely 
indigestible. 

For a man to find, on waking, that his 
comrade by his side was dead, was an occur- 
rence too common to be noted. I have seen 
death in almost all the foitas of the hospital 
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and battle-field, but the daily scenes in 
Camp Sumter exceeded in the extremity of 
misery all my previous experience. 

The work of burial is performed by our 
own men, under guard and oitlers, twsnty- 
fivc bodies being placed ib a single pit, with- 
out head-boards, and the sad duty perform- 
ed with indecent haste. Sometimes our 
men were rewarded for this work with a few 
sticks of fire-wood, and I have known them 
to quarrel over a dead body for the joh. 

Dr. White is able to give tlie patients a 
diet but little better than the prison rations 
— a little flour porridge, aiTow-root, whis- 
key and wild or hog t<>matoes. In the way of 
medicine, I saw nothing but camphor, whis- 
key, and a decoction of some kind of bark — 
wuite oak, I think. He often expressed his 
regret that he had not more medicines. 
The limitation of military orders, under 
which the surgeon in charge was placed, is 
shown by the following occurrence: A sup- 
posed private, wounded in the thigh, was 
under treatment in the hospital, when it was 
discovered that he was a major of a colored 
regiment. The assistant-surgeon, under 
whose immediate charge ho was, proceeded 
at once not only to remove him, but to kick 
him out, and he was returned to the stockade, 
to shift for himself as well as be could. Dr. 
White could not or did not attempt to re- 
store him. 

After entering on my duties at the hospi- 
tal, I was occasionally favored with double 
radons and some wild tomatoes. A few of 
our men succeeded, in spite of the closest 
examination of our cloths, in secreting some 
green-backs, and with those were able to 
buy useful articles at exorbitant prices : — 
a tea-cup of flour at one dollar; eggs, 
three to six dollars a dozen ; • salt, four 
dollars a pound ; molasses, thirty dollars a 
gallon ; nigger beans, a small, inferior article, 
(diet of the slaves and pigs, but highly relish- 
ed by us,) fifty cents a pint. These figures, 
multiplied by ten, will give very nearly the 
price in Confederate currency. Though the 
country abounded in pine and oak, sticks were 
sold to us at various prices, according to size. 

Our men, especially the mechaltics, were 
tempted with the offer of libertjr and large 
wages to take the oath of allegiance to the 
Confederacy, but it was very rare that their 
patriotism, eveu under such a fiery trial, ever 
gave way. I carry this message from one of 
my companions to his mother : " My treat-- 
ment here is killing me, mother, but I die 
cheerfully for my country." 

Some attempts were made to escape, bui 
wholly in vain, for, if the prison walls and 
guards were passed and the protecting woods 
reached, the bloodhounds were sure to find us 
oat. 



Tunneling was at once attempted on a 
large scale, but on the afternoon preceding 
the night fixed on for escape, an officer rode 
in and announced to us that the plot was 
discovered, and from our huge pen we could 
see on the hill above us the regiments just 
arriving to strengthen the guard. We had 
been betrayed. It was our belief that spies 
were kept in the camp, which could verj' 
easily be done. 

The number in camp when I left was 
nearly thirty-five thousand, and daily increas- 
ing. The number in hospital was about five 
thousand. I was exchanged at Port Royal 
Ferry, August 16th. 

PRESCOTT TRACY, 
Eighty-second Ucgiment, N. T. V. 

City and Coanty oi" New York, ss. 

H, C. HiGGiNSON and S. Noirot, being 
duly sworn, say : That the above statement 
of Prescott Tracy, their fellow-prisoner, 
agrees with their own knowledge and expe- 
rience. 

H. C. HIGGINSON, 

Co. K, Nineteenth Illinois Vols. 

SILVESTER NOIROT, 

Co. B, Fifth New Jersey Vols. 



The Memorial qf the Union Prisoners con- 
fined at AndersonvUle, Ga., to the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

Confederate States Prison, 

Charleston, S. C, Augrust, 1864. 

To THE President of the United 
States : 

The condition of the enlisted men belong- 
ing to the Union amies, now prisoners to the 
Confederate rebel forces, is such that it be- 
comes our duty, and the duty of every com- 
missioned officer, to make known the facts in 
the case to the Government of the United 
States, and to use every honorable efTort to 
secure a general exchange of prisoners, 
thereby relieving thousands of our conarades 
from the horror now surrounding them. 

For some time past there has been a con- 
centration of prisoners from all parts of the 
rebel territory to the State of Georgia — the 
commissioned officers being confined at Ma- 
con, and the enlisted men at Andersonville. 
Recent movements of the Union armies un- 
der Oxeneral Sherman have compelled the 
removal of prisoners to other points, and it 
is now understood that they will be removed 
to Savannah, Georgia, and Columbus and 
Charleston, South Carolina. But no change 
of this kind holds out any prospect of relief 
to our poor men. Indeed, as the localities 
selected are far more unhealthy, there must 
be an increase rather than a diminution of 
suflfering. Colonel Hill, provost marshal gen- 
eral, Confederate States army, at Atlanta, 
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stated to one of the undersigned that there 
were thirty-five thousand prisoners at Ander- 
son ville, and by all accountsi from the United 
States soldiers who have been confined there 
the number is not overstated by him. These 
thirty-five thousand are confined in a field of 
some thirty acres, enclosed by a board fence, 
heavily guarded. About one-third have va - 
rious kinds of indiOferent shelter; but up- 
wards of thirty thousand are wholly without 
shelter, or even shade of any kind, and ure 
exposed to the storms and rains, which arc 
of almost daily occurrence ; the cold dews 
of the night, and tlie more terrible effects of 
the sun striking with almost tropical fierce- 
ness upon their unprotected heads. This 
mass of men jostle and crowd each other up 
and down the limits of their enclosure, in 
storms or sun, and others lie down upon the 
pitiless earth at night with no other covering 
than the clothing upon their backs, few of 
them having even a blanket. 

Upon entering the prison every man is 
deliberately stripped of money and other 
property, and as no clothing or blankets are 
ever supplied to their prisoners by the rebel 
authorities, the condition of the apparel of 
the soldiers, just from an active campaign, 
can be easily imagined. Thousands are 
without pants or coats, and hundredsVithout 
even a pair of drawers to cover their naked- 
ness. 

To these men, as indeed to all prisoners, 
there is issued three-quarters of a pound of 
bread or meal, and one-eighth of a pound of 
meat per day. This is the entire ration, and 
upon it the prisoner must live or die. The 
meal is often unsifted and sour, and the meat 
such as in the North is consigned to the soap- 
maker. Such are the rations upon which 
Union soldiers are fed by the rebel a itbori- 
ties, and by which they are barely holding 
on to life. But to starvation, and exposure 
to sun and storm, add the sickness which 
prevails to a most alarming and terrible ex- 
tent. On an average, one hundred die 
daily. It is impossible that any Union sol- 
dier should know all the facts pertaining to 
this terrible mortality, as they are not parad- 
ed by the rebel authorities. Such statement 

as the following, made by , 

speaks eloquent testimony. Said he : " Of 
twelve of us who were captured, six died, 
four are in tlie hospital, and I never expect 
to see them again. There are but two of us 
left." In 1862, at Montgomery, Alabama, 
under far more favorable circumstances, the 
prisoners being protected by sheds, from one 
hundred and fifty to two hundred were sick 
from diarrhoea and chills, out of seven hun- 
dred. The same per centage would give 
seven thousand sick at Anderson ville. It 
needs no comment, no efforts at word paint- 



ing, to make such a picture stand out boldly 
in most horrible colors. 

Nor is this all. Among the ill-fated of tlie 
many who have suffered amputation in con- 
sequence of injuries received before capture, 
sent from rebel hospitals before their wounds 
were healed, there are eloquent witnesses of 
the barbarities of which they are victims. II 
to these^facts is added this, that nothing more 
demoralizes soldiers and develops the evil 
passions &f man than starvation, the terrible 
condition of Union prisoners at Anderson- 
ville can be i tidily imagined. They are 
fast losing hope, and becoming utterly reck- 
less of life. Numbery, crazed by their suflfer- 
iugs, wander about in 3 state of idiocy ; oth- 
ers deliberately cross the " dead line," ?.cd 
are remorselessly shot dowa. 

In behalf of these men we most earnestly 
appeal to the President of the United States. 
Few of them have been captured except in 
the Utont of battle, in the deadly encounter, 
and. only when overpowered by numbers. 
The^ constitute as gallant a portion of our 
armies as carry our banners any where. If 
releas(>d, they would soon return to again do 
vigorous battle for our cause. We are told 
that the only obstacle in the way of ex- 
change is the status of enlisted negroes cap- 
tured from our armies, the United States 
claiming that the cartel covers all who serve 
under Its flag, and the Confederate States 
refusing to consider the colored soldiers, 
heretofore slaves, as prisoners of war. 

We beg leave to suggest some facts beju^ 
ing upon the question of exchange, which 
we would urge upon this consideration. Is 
it not consistent with the national honor, 
without waiving the claim that the negro 
soldiers shall be treated as prisoners of war, 
to effect aa exchange of the white soldieru? 
The two classes arc treated difl'erently by 
the enemy. The whites are confined in 
such prisons as LIbby and Andersonville, 
starved and treated with a barbarism un- 
known to civilized nations. The blacks, on 
the contrary, are seldom Imprisoned. They 
are distributed among the citizens, or em- 
ployed on government works. Under these 
circumstances they receive enough to eat, 
and are worked no harder than they have 
been accustomed to be. They are neither 
starved or killed off by the pestilence in 
the dungeons of Richmond and Charleston. 
It Is true the^ are again made slaves; hat 
their slavery is freedom and happiness com- 
pared with the cruel existence imposed upon 
our gallant men. They are not bereft <rf 
hope, as are the white soldiers, dying by 
piece-meal. Their chances of escape are 
tenfold greater than those of the white sol* 
diers, and their condition, in all its lights, is 
tolerable in comparison with tliat of the prifr 
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oners of war now languislung in the deus 
jnd pens of Secession. 

While, therefore, believing the claims of 
our Government, in matters of exchange, to 
be just, we are profoundly impressed with 
the conviction that the circumstances of the 
two classes of soldiers are so widely differ- 
ent that the Grovernment jan honorably 
ooDsent to an exchange, waiving for a time 
ie established principle justly claimed to 
Ve applicable in the case. Let thirty-five 
thousaxid suffering, starving, and enlisted 
men aid this appeal. By prompt and de- 
cided action in their behafr, thirty-five thou- 
aand heroes will be made happy. For the 
eighteen hundred commissioned officers now 
pnsoners we urge nothing. Although desir- 
ous of returning to our duty, we can bear 
imprisonment with more fortitude if the en- 
lirted men, whose sufferings we know to be 
intolerable, were restored to liberty and life. 



LtUerof Major-General Buller, Uniled Stales 
Commissioner of Exchange, to Col. OuLd, 
the Confederate Commissioner. 

Headquakters Department of 

Virginia and North Carolina, 
In the Field, August — , 1864. 

Hon. Robert Otjld, 

CommiBsioner of Exchange. 

Sir: — Your note to Major Mulford, As- 
Kstant Agent of Exchange, under date of 
10th August, has been referred to me. 

You therein state that Major Mulford has 
several times proposed " to exchange prison- 
era respectively held by the two belligerents, 
officer for officer and man for man," and 
that " the offer has also been made by other 
officials having charge of matters connected 
with the exchange of prisoners," and that 
" this proposal has been heretofore declined 
by the Confederate authorities." That you 
DOW " consent to the above proposition, and 
agree to deliver to you (Major Mulford) the 
prisoners held in captivity by the Confeder- 
ate authorities, provided you agree to de- 
liver an equal number of officers and men. 
As equal numbers are deLvered from time 
to time, they will bo declared exclianged. 
This proposal is made with the understand- 
ing that the officers and men on both sides 
who have been longest in captivity will be 
first delivered, where it is practicable." 

From a slight ambiguity in your phraseol- 
ogy, but more, perhaps, from the antecedent 
action of your authorities, and because of 
your acceptance of it, I am in doubt whether 
yon have stated the proposition with entire 
accuracy. 

It is true, a proposition was made both by 
Major Mulford and by myself, as Agent of 
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Exchange, to exchange all prisoners of war 
taken by either belligerent party, man for 
man, officer for officer, of equal rank, or 
their equivalents. It was made by me as 
early as the first of the winter of 1863-64, 
and has not been accepted. In May last I 
forwarded to you a note, desiring to icnow 
whether the Cf nfederate authorities intend- 
ed to treat colored soldiers of the United 
States army as prisoners of war. To that 
inquiry no answer has yet been made. To 
avoid all possible misapprehension or mistake 
hereafter as to your offer now, will you now 
say whether you mean by " prisoners held 
in captivity," colored men, duly enrolled, 
and mustered into the service of the United 
States, who have been captured by the Con- 
federate forces : and if your authorities are 
willing to exchange all soldiers so mustered 
into the United States army, whether col- 
ored or otherwise, and the officers command- 
ing them, man for man, officer for officer ? 

At the interview which was held between 
yourself and the Agent of Exchange on the 
part of the United States, at Fortress Mon- 
roe, in March last, you will do me the favor 
to remember the principal discussion turned 
upon this very point; you, on behalf of the 
Confederate Government, claiming the right 
to hold all negroes, who had heretofore been 
slaves, and not emancipated by their mas- 
ters, enrolled and mustered into the service 
of the United States, when captured by your 
forces, not as prisoners of war, but upon 
capture to be turned over to their supposed 
masters or- claimants, whoever they might 
be, to be held by them as slaves. 

By the advertisements in your newspa- 
pers, calling upon masters to come forward 
and claim these men so captured, I suppose 
that your authorities still adhere to that 
claim — that is to say, that whenever a col- 
ored soldier of the United States is capturet 
by you, upon whom any claim can be made 
by any person residing within the States 
now in insurrection, such soldier is not to be 
treated as a prisoner of war, but is to be 
turned over to his supposed owner or claim- 
ant, and put at such labor or service as that 
owner or claimant may choose, and the offi- 
cers in command of such soldiers, in the laa- 
guage of a supposed act of the Confederate 
States, are to be turned over to the Grovern- 
ors of States, upon requisitions, for the pur- 
pose of being punished by the laws of twch 
States, for acts done in war in the armies of 
the United States. 

You must be aware that there ib still 
a proclamation by Jefferson Davis, claim- 
ing to be Chief Executive of the Con- 
federate States, declaring in substance that 
all officers of colored troops mustered into 
the service of the United States were not 
1265. 
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to be troat^'d as prisoners of war, but 
were to be turned over for punishment 
to the Governors of States. 

I am recitinpj these public acts from 
memory, and will be pardoned for not giv- 
ing the exLct words, although I believe I 
do not vary the substance and effect. 

These declarations on the part of those 
whom you represent ye^ i-emain unrepeal- 
ed, unannulled, unrevoked, and must, there- 
fore, be still supposed to be authoritative. 

By your acceptance of our propositiouj 
is the Government of the United States 
to understand that these several claims, 
enactments, and proclaimed declarations are 
to bo given up, set aside, revoked, and held 
for nought by the Confederate authorities, 
and t'lat you are ready and willing to ex- 
change man for man those colored soldiers 
of the United States, duly mustered and 
enrolled as such, who have heretofore been 
claimed as slaves by the Confederate States, 
as well as by white soldiers ? 

If this be so, and you are so willing to 
exchange these colored men claimed as 
slaves, and you will so officially inform the 
Government of the United States, then, 
as I am instructed, a principal difficulty 
in effecting exchanges will be removed. 

As I informed you personally, in my 
judgment, it is neither consistent with the 
policy, dignity, or honor of the United 
States, upon any consideration, to allow 
those who, by our laws solemnly enacted, 
are made soldiers of the Union, and who 
have been duly enlisted, enrolled and mus- 
tered as such soldiers, who have borne 
arms in behalf of this country, and who 
have been captured while fighting in vin- 
dication of the rights of that country, not 
to be treated as prisoners of war, and re- 
main unexchanged, and in the service of 
those who claim them as masters; and I 
cannot believe that the Government of the 
United States will ever be found to con- 
sent to so gross a wrong. 

Pardon me if I misunderstood you in 
supposing that your acceptance of our prop- 
osition does not in good faith mean to in- 
clude all the soldiers of the Union, and that 
you still intend, if your acceptance is agreed 
to, to hold the colored soldiers of the Union 
unexchanged, and at labor or service, be- 
cause I am informed that very lately, al- 
most contemporaneously with this offer on 
your part to exchange prisonera, and which 
seems to include all prisoners of war, the 
Confederate authorities have made a dec- 
laration that the negroes heretofore held 
to service by owners m the States of Del- 
aware, Marj'land, and Missouri aro to be 
treated as prisoners of war, when captured 
in anoB lu the service of the United States. 



Such declaration that a part of the col- 
ored soldiers of the United States were 
to be prisoners of war, would seem most 
strongly to imply that others were not to 
be so treated, or in other words, that the 
colored men Irom the insurrectionary Stattt 
are to be held to labor and returned to 
their masters, if captured by the Confed- 
erate forces while duly enrolled and mus- 
tered into, and actually in the armies of 
the United States. 

In the view which the Government of 
the United States takes of the claim made 
by you to the persons and services of 
these negroes, it is not to be supnortsd 
upon any principle of national and n?unidr 
pal law. 

Looking upon these men only as propertr 
upon your theory of property in them, we 
do not see how this claim can be made, ca*- 
tainly not how it can be yielded. It is be- 
lieved to be a well-settled rule of public in- 
ternational law, and a custom and part of 
the laws of war, that the capture of mova- 
ble property vests the title to that property 
in the captor, and therefore where one bel- 
ligerent gets into full possession property 
belonging to the subjects or citizens of the 
other DeUigerent, the owner of that property 
is at once divested of his title, which rests 
in the belligerent Government capturing 
and holding such possession. Upon thii 
rule of international law all civilized na- 
tions have acted, and by it both belligerente 
have dealt with all property, save slaves, 
taken from each other during the present 
war. 

If the Confederate forces capture a nnn*- 
ber of horses from the United States, the 
animals are claimed to be, and, as we under- 
stand it, become the property of the Cob- 
federate authorities. 

If the United States capture any mova- 
ble property in the rebellion, by our regula- 
tions and laws, in conformity with interna- 
tional law, and the laws of war, such prop- 
erty is turned over to our Government as its 
property. Therefore, if we obtain posses- 
sion of that species of property known to 
the laws of the insurrectionary States as 
slaves, why should there be any doubt that 
that property, like any other, vests in the 
United States ? 

If the property in the slave does so vest, 
then the "^us disponendi" the right of dis- 
posing of that property, vests in the United 
States. 

Now, the United States have disposed of 
the property which they have acquired by 
capture in slaves taken by them, by giving 
that right of property to the man bunseli, 
to the slave, i. e. by emancipating him and 
declaring him free forevtr, so 3iat if w» 
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jure not mistaken the principles of inter- 
Bjtional law and the laws of war, we have 
BO slaves in the armies of the United States, 
ill are free men, being made so in such 
manner as we have chosen to dispose of our 
pfopert/ in them which we acquired by cap- 
ture. 

Slaves being captured by us, and the 
tight of property in them thereby vested in 
IB, that right of property has been disposed 
of by us by manumitting them, as has always 
been the acknowledged right of the owner 
to do to his slave. The maaner in which 
n dispose of our property while it is in oar 
posossion certainly cannot be questioned by 
joa. 

Nor is the case altered if the property is 
not actually captured in battle, but comes 
eiber voluntarily or involuntarily from the 
belligerent owner into the possession of the 
other belligerent. 

I take it no one would doubt the right 
ti the United States to a drove of Confed- 
emte mules, or a herd of Confederate 
cattle, which should wander or rush across 
the Confederate lines into the lines of the 
United States army. So it seems to me, 
treatmg the negro as property merely, if 
thtt piece of property passes the Confeder- 
ate lines, and comes into the lines of the 
doited States, that property is as much lost 
to its owner in the Confederate States as 
fcold be the mule or ox, the property of th.e 
wadent of the Confederate States, which 
im\i fall into our hands. 

If, therefore, the ^)rivilege of international 
l»ir and the laws of war used in this discus- 
soaare correctly stated, then it would seem 
tlitt the deduction logically flows therefrom, 
ia natural sequence, that the Confederate 
Sistes can have no claim upon the negro 
Midlers captured by them from the armies 
of the United States, because of the former 
oraerahip of them by their citizens or sub- 
jects, and only claim such as result, under 
liie laws of war, from their captor merely. 

Do the Confederate authorities claim the 
right to reduce to a state of slavery free 
men, prisoners of war captured by them ? 
This claim our fathers fought against under 
Biinbridge and Decatur, when set up by 
the Barbary Powers on the northern shore 
of Africa, about the year 1800, and in 1864 
their children will hardly yield it upon their 
oirn 8oil. 

Tbis point I will not pursue further, be- 
twse I understand you to repudiate the idea 
Ihit you "'ill reduce free men to slaves be- 
tanse of capture in war, and that you base 
ie claim or the Confederate authorities to 
fe-enslave our negro soldier.^ when captured 
iO" you. upon the "Jus post limirii," or that 
irinciple of the law of nations which inhab- 
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iiitates the former owner with Iiis property 
taken by an enemy, when such property is 
recovered by the forces of his own country. 

Or in other words, you claim that, by the 
laws of nations and of war, when property of 
the subjects of one belligerent power, cap- 
tured by the forces of the other belligerent, 
is recaptured by the armies of the former 
owner, then such property ia to be restored 
to its prior possessor, as if it had never been 
captured, and therefore, under this principle, 
your authorities propose to restore to their 
masters the slaves which heretofore belonged 
to them which you may capture from us. 

But this post liminary right under whicli 
you claim to act, as understood and defined 
by all \vriters on national law, is applicable 
simply to immovable properly, and that, too, 
only after complete resubjugation of that 
portion of the country in which the property 
IS situated, upon which this right fastens 
itself. By the laws and customs of war, this 
right has never been applied to jnovable 
property. 

True it is, I believe, that the Romans at- 
tempted to apply it to the case of slaves, but 
for two thousand years no other nation hag 
attempted to set up this right as ground for 
treating slaves diflferently from other prop- 
erty. 

But the Romans even refused to re-enslave 
men captured from opposing belligerents in 
a civil war, such as ours unhappily is. 

Consistently then with any principle of the 
law of nations, treating slaves as property 
merely, it would seem to be impossible for the 
Government of the United States to permit 
the negroes in their ranks to be re-enslaved 
when captured, or treated otherwise than as 
prisoners of war. 

I have forborne, sir, in this discussion, to 
argue the question upon any other or differ- 
ent ground of right than those adopted by 
your authorities in claiming tlie negro as 
property, because I understand that your 
fabric of opposition to the Government of the 
United States has the right of property in 
man as its corner-stone. Of course it would 
not be profitable in settling a question of ex- 
change of prisoners of war to attempt to argue 
the question of abandonment of the very cor- 
ner-stone of their attempted political edifice. 
Therefore I have admitted all the considera- 
tions which should apply to the negro soldier 
as a man, and dealt v/ith him upon the Con- 
federate theory of property only. 

I unite with you most cordially, sir, in de- 
siring a speedy settlement of all these ques- 
tions, in view of the great suffering endured 
by our prisoners in the hanus of your author- 
ities, of which you so feelingly speak. Let 
me ask, in view of that suffering, why you 
have delayed eight months to answer a prop- 
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osition which by now accepting you admit to 
be right, just, and humane, allowing that 
suffenng to continue so long ? One cannot 
help thirkiug, even at the risk of being 
deemed uncharitable, that the benevolent 
BjTnpathies of the Confederate authorities 
have been lately stirred by the depleted con- 
dition of their armies, and a desire to gel into 
the field, to affect the present campaign, the 
hale, hearty, and well-fed prisoners held by 
the United States in exchange for the half- 
starved, sick, emaciated, and unserviceable 
soldier of the United States now languishins: 

• -1.,. *^ 

m your prisons. The events of this war, 
if we did not know it before, have taught us 
that it is not the Northern portion of the 
American people alone who know how to 
drive sharp bargains. 

The wrongs, indignities, and privations 
suffered by our soldiers would move me to 
consent to anything to procure their ex- 
change, except to barter away the honor and 
faith of the Grovernment of the United States, 
which has been so solemnly pledged to the 
colored soldiers in its ranks. 

Consistently with national faith and justice 
we cannc:, relinquish this position. With 
your authorities it is a question of property 
merely. It seems to address itself to you in 
this form. WiU you suffer your soldier, cap- 



tured in fighting your battles, to be in con. 
finement for months rather than release him 
by giving for him that which you call a piece 
of property, and which we are wilUng to ac- 
cept a' a man ? 

You certainly appear to place 'ess value 
upon your solcher than you do upon your 
nc'TX). I assure you, much aa we of the 
North are accused of loving property, our 
citizens woald have no difficulty in yieldinc 
up any piece of property they have iu ex° 
change for one of their brothers or sons Ian- 
guishing in your prisons. Certainly there 
could be no doubt that they would do so 
were that piece of property less in value 
than five thousand dollars in Confederate 
money, which is believed to be the price of 
an able-bodied negro in the insurrectionary 
States. 

Trusting that I may receive such a reply 
to the questions propounded in thia note, as 
will tend to a speedy resumption of the ne- 
gotiations in a full exchange of all prisoners, 
and a delivery of them to their respective 
authorities, 

I have the honor to be, 
Veiy Respectfully, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

BENJAMIN F. BUTLER, 
MaJor-G«neral, and Commissioner of Excluuijic 
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ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS AGAINST THE REBELLION. 

! There is an almost official confession of the "folly, wickedness, and madness" of tbe 
llebelHon, in a speech made by the so-called Vice-President, Alexander H. Stephens, in 
Georgia, in January, 18G1, before it broke out, and made to prevent it. The whole ipeecb 
has been often printed since. We have room only for a part. 



" When we of the South demanded the 
slave-trade, or the importation of Africans 
for the caltivation of our lands, did they not 
jaeld the right for twenty years ? When we 
asked a thrce-fiilhs representation id Con- 
gress for our slaves, was it not granted? 
When we asked and demanded the return 
(jS any fugitive from justice, or the recovery 
of those persons owing labor or allegiance, 
was it not incorporated in the Constitution, 
and again ratified and strengthened in the 
Fugitive Slave Law of 1850 ? 

" But do you reply, that in many instances 
they have violated this compact, and have 
not been faithful to their engagements ? As 
individuals and local communities they may 
have done so, but not by the sanction of 
government ; for that has always been true 
to Southern interests. Again, gentlemen, 
look at another fact : When we have asked 
that more tor: itory should be added, that we 
might spread the institution of Slavery, have 
they not yielded to our demands in giving us 
Louisana, Florida, and Texas, out of which 
four States have been carved, and ample ter- 
ritory for four more to be added in due time, 
if you, by this unwise and impolite act, do 
nat dcfltroy this hope, and perhaps by it lose 
all, and have your last slave wTenched from 
70U by stern military rule, as South America 
and Mexico wore ; or by the vindictive de- 
cree of a universiil emancipation, which may 
reasonably be expected to follow ? 

"But, again, gentlemen, what have we to 
gain by this proposed change of our relation 
to the general government ? We have al- 
ways had the control of it, and can yet, if 
we remain in it, and are as united as we 
have been. We have had a majority of the 
Presidents chosen from the South, as well 
as the control and management of most of 
those chosen from the North. We have had 
axty years of Southern Presidents to their 
twenty-four, thus controlling the Executive 
department. So of the judges of the Su- 
preme Court, we have had eighteen from 
the South, nnd but cloven from the North ; 
although nearly four-fifths of the judical 
business has arisen in the Free States, yet 
a majority of the Court has always been 



from the South. This we have rec|uired, 
so as to guard against any interpretation of 
the Constitution unfavorable to us. In like 
manner we have been equally watchful to 
guard our interests in the Legislative branch 
of government. In choosing^ the presiding 
Presidents (pro tern.) of the Senate, we have 
had twenty-four to their eleven. Speakers 
of the House, we have had twenty-three, 
and they twelve. While the majority of 
the Representatives, from their greater pop- 
ulation, have always been from the North, 
yet we have generally secured the Speak- 
er, because he, to a great extent, 8hr»pe« 
and controls the legislation of the country. 
Nor have we had less control in every other 
department of the general government At- 
torney-generals we have had fourteen, while 
the North have had but five. Foreign min- 
isters we have had eighty-six, and they but 
fifty four. While three-fourths of the busi- 
ness which demands diplomatic agents 
abroad is clearly from the Free States, 
from their greater commercial ' interests, yet 
we have had tlie principal embassies, so as 
to secure the world marlcets for our cotton, 
tobacco, and sugar, on the best possible 
terms. We have had a vast majority of 
the higher offices of both army ai'.d navy, 
while a larger proportion of the soldiei-s and. 
sailors were drawn from the North. Equal- 
ly so of clerks, auditors, and comptrollers 
filling the Executive denartm.ent; the rec- 
ords show for the last nhy years, that of 
the tlirce thousand thus employed, we have 
had more than two-thirds of the same, while 
we have but one-third of the white popula- 
tion of the Republic. 

" Again, look at another item, and one, be 
assured, in which we have a great and vital 
interest ; it is that of revenue, or means of 
supporting government From official doc- 
uments, we learn that a fraction over three- 
fourths of the revenue collected for the 
support of government has uniformly been 
raised from the North. 

" Leaving out of view, for the present, the 
countless millions of dollars you must ex- 
pend in a war with the North, with tens of 
thousands of your sous and brothers slain ia 
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bsttle, and offered uj) as sacrifices upon the 
"'^ atax of your ambition, — and for what^ we 
" aak again ? Is it for the overthrow of jt^e 
Afliiencan government, established b^' our 
common ancestry, cemented and badi; up 
l^tbeir sweat and blood, and founded pri 
1$L^: broad principles of R^kt, Justice, and 
^j3[umaniiyt And, as such, I must declare 
6Bijj, as. I have often done before, and which 
^ bas b^^?epeat«d by the greatest and wisest 
of statesqjen and patriots in this and other 
lauds, tjrat it- is the heat and freest govern- 
ment, the most equal in Us rights, the most just 
m ila decisions, the most lenient in its meas- 
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ures, atid (he most inspiring in iif principl^:' 
to elevate the race qf men, thi^tjke tun ^ 
heaven ever shone upon. 

Now, for you to attempt to overthrow V 
such a government as this, under which we : 
,have lived for more than three-quarters of 
century — in which we have gained oai , 
wealth, our standing as a nation, our domeiki 
tic safety while the elements o*" peril aiei- 
around us, with peace and tranquillity ao-,';' 
companied with unbounded prosperity and : 
rights unassailcd — is the heignt of madnea^ 
folly, and wickedness, to which I can neither ' 
lend my sanction nor my vote." 



Otmck of Littkll'8 Living Age, Boston. J 

. ^1 

. .Utank God Uiat some, who have rea^that part of this report which was copied into tfal ' 
■ Xiving Age a fortnight ago. have anbnutted their minds to the accumulated proof of the'; 
horrible "atrocity of the Rebellion, and the fiendish character of its leaders. It is to \it\ 
hoped that this exposure, so able and so complete, made in such a calm, clear, a^nd Chri»-| 
tiau spirit, will induce many to lay aside their life-long prejudice against any " snterfeiCi 
ence with Southern institutions,'' — a prejudice so rooted as to have lasted even after the^ 
tacred iirsTrrUTioir had openly made war against their country. ;^ 
_ Since the publication of the former part, a subscriber, i-emitting pa)'Tnent for another! 
year, says, ''I am sorry to see Tho Living Age hoist the Black Abolition Flag." I^ ' 
again, dear sir, as the mist clears ofi*; it is not black: it is " Red, White and Blue " 'Tis^ 
the Star-spangled Banner," the National Flag upheld by the President, by Congress, anjj;: 
by the nation. 

The People of the Utdted States, in the election \7hit;h has just taken place, have maq}^' 
fested not only their fixed purpose to sustain the Government and nation which our fathehi; 
planted, with the blessing of God, but also to uphold tlie present administration in ito; 
8lq,vfly-mature<l determination to root out the cause which has placed tliem in peril. 

The manner in which the war has been carried on by the rebels has been worthy di' 
the object for which it was begun ; and it is difficult to believe that any patriotic or h 
man ran hereafter be found acting with their Northern and European sympathizers 

The prefixed photographs show some few pi-oofs of the enormous wickedness whick; 
these Accessories after the fact have to sanction. , | 



